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Should Digital Footprints Be Considered Part of a Person’s Legal
Identity?
Every time someone clicks a link, likes a post, or searches a question they would never say out
loud, a trace gets left behind. Over time, those traces start to look like a version of us, a version that
never sleeps and never really disappears. That collection of data, habits, and half-thoughts 1s called
a digital footprint, and in many ways, 1t already acts like an 1dentity. The harder question 1s whether

the law should treat it as one.

Recognizing digital footprints as part of a person’s legal identity could protect people from being
erased or exploited online. If your digital self belonged to you in the eyes of the law, companies

could not sell your data like a product. Hackers could not impersonate you without consequence.
Deepfakes, stolen photos, and online scams would become crimes against a real, defined person,
not a username floating in a void. It would give weight to what already feels personal: the words

we post, the pictures we share, and the private data that quietly shapes how we see.

But tying 1dentity too tightly to data 1s dangerous, too. People grow, change, and outgrow old
selves, yet the internet remembers everything. If every search and post became part of our legal
record, who would we be allowed to become? Maybe the answer isn’t to make our digital selves

1dentical to our legal ones, but to give them protection and boundaries. We deserve the right to own

our online selves without being trapped inside them.
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