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SAT Essay Example

In his editorial, Marcus Winters argues strongly against the growing dependency on social media
platforms for news consumption, claiming it’s a dangerous trend that compromises the quality of
information we receive. He urges readers to reconsider the effects of digital news and seek out
more reliable, traditional sources. To support his argument, Winters skillfully uses statistical

evidence, anticipates counterarguments, and paints vivid pictures of the consequences.

In the opening section, Winters highlights alarming statistics that showcase the widespread
reliance on social media for news. He notes that "nearly 60% of Americans now get their news
primarily through social media, a number that has tripled in the past decade." These figures
immediately capture the reader's attention, prompting reflection on the rapid shift in how news is
consumed. Winters highlights a critical paradox: while social media offers instant access to
news, its primary function is entertainment and engagement, not accuracy. This fact encourages
readers to question the reliability of the information they encounter on these platforms. By
presenting irrefutable data, Winters encourages the reader to reflect critically on their own media
consumption, fostering a deeper connection to the argument without simply telling them what to

think.
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Soon after, Winters addresses potential counterarguments to his point. He acknowledges that
social media offers unique advantages, such as accessibility, real-time updates, and a broad range
of perspectives. However, he emphasizes that these positives often come at the cost of accuracy,
with misinformation and bias spreading quickly. By recognizing the value of social media in
some contexts, Winters preempts common objections and strengthens his position. He avoids
alienating readers who might initially resist his argument, allowing them to follow his reasoning
without dismissing it as overly rigid. This approach not only makes his argument more balanced

but also more compelling, as readers feel their concerns have been addressed.

As he circles back to the dangers of relying too heavily on social media for news, Winters uses
powerful imagery to drive his point home. He describes how social media platforms serve as
"echo chambers," where biased content is amplified, and how this creates a "distorted view of
reality." By framing the issue in these stark terms, Winters forces the reader to confront the
uncomfortable truth: social media’s ability to amplify sensationalized content can skew
perceptions and hinder informed decision-making. He further compares the misinformation
circulating on these platforms to "wildfires that spread unchecked," underscoring the destructive
impact of unchecked bias. This vivid language makes the problem seem more urgent, pushing

the reader to recognize the risks in relying solely on social media.
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Overall, Winters uses a combination of hard data, recognition of opposing viewpoints, and
evocative language to present a strong case against the unchecked reliance on social media for
news. By the end of the piece, the reader is left with a clearer understanding of the dangers and a

sense of responsibility to seek out more reliable, well-rounded news sources.
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