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Should Universities Require Students to Complete Community Service before

Graduation?

Introduction

Many universities aim to prepare students for professional life, yet civic responsibility often
receives less attention. Community service programs connect academic learning with real social
needs. Universities should require students to complete community service before graduation
because service builds practical skills, strengthens social awareness, and prepares graduates for

responsible citizenship.
Thesis Roadmap

The thesis appears in the final sentence of the introduction. The three reasons listed here guide

the three body paragraphs.
Body Paragraph 1

Community service builds practical skills that classroom instruction alone cannot develop.
Students who volunteer in hospitals, schools, or community centers face real problems and learn
how to respond. For example, a student who assists in a local food bank learns coordination,
communication, and teamwork while organizing food distribution. These experiences strengthen

workplace skills and support the argument that service benefits students directly.
Body Paragraph 2

Community service also strengthens social awareness. Many students live and study within

limited social circles. Service projects expose them to different economic and social realities. A
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student who volunteers at a homeless shelter observes the effects of housing instability and

poverty. This exposure builds empathy and improves understanding of social challenges.
Body Paragraph 3

Service requirements also prepare students for responsible citizenship. Graduates enter societies
where participation and civic responsibility matter. Community engagement during university
years encourages long-term involvement in public life. Students who participate in volunteer

programs often continue civic engagement after graduation.
Conclusion

Community service requirements strengthen higher education outcomes. Practical skills, stronger
social awareness, and civic responsibility all grow through structured service programs.
Universities that include service in graduation requirements prepare students for both

professional success and active citizenship.
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