
 
• New York State Law does not permit drivers under 18 to participate in auto 

racing. 
• For Drivers under 18, there is a process of "emancipation for the purposes of 

auto racing".   
• It is a process, It does takes a few weeks and does costs some money, but it is 

done by every racing organization that races in NY State.   

Our contact person is attorney John LaRue who has extensive experience with 
this process. Contact information:  jlarue@johnblarue.com 

The process as described by John Larue: 
The motorsports emancipation is a two-step process. Due to the favorable emancipation laws 
in the State of Indiana (specific to motorsports) and the rather arcane laws of New York, which 
emanate from the child actors on Broadway, we initially emancipate the racer in Indiana. 

When the Order is received out of the Indiana court, we then domesticate/register the order in 
New York. WGI – owned by NASCAR, requires an emancipation order issued by a New York 
court, thus this second step. 

An in-person appearance should not be required unless the court deviates from past practice. 

Depending upon the specific judge, a remote appearance (i.e., Zoom) may be required. 

Total Cost of the emancipation is $4,200. 


The parents/guardians need to complete and return the information sheet along with the 
requested documents which can be scanned and emailed. 
  
Timing: this is a difficult question to answer. 

This is a civil/commercial matter, so it falls behind criminal cases. Normally I can work with the 
calendar to speed things along in Indiana, but New York is a different story. The attorney I use 
there has been helping me with these for years, but the judges rotate and the timing is 
unknown. We also coordinate with NASCAR counsel which is a also a bit of an unknown.

To be safe we should not start the process less than 45 days prior to the event. 
THE EARLIER THE BETTER.


About Watkins Glen 
Do not procrastinate this.

John B. LaRue 
Attorney 
Licensed in Indiana & North Carolina 
  
Phone: 765-287-1717   
Email: jlarue@johnblarue.com 
  
4910 North Wheeling Avenue 
Muncie, Indiana 47304 
  
www.johnblarue.com
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2025 MOTORSPORTS EMANCIPATION INFORMATION 
 

 
LEGAL NAME OF MINOR CHILD _________________________________________________________ 
 
NICKNAME OF MINOR CHILD __________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH _______________ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER ___________________ SEX ________ 
 
LEGAL NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN 1___________________________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH OF PARENT/GUARDIAN 1 ________________________________________________ 
 
LEGAL NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN 2___________________________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH OF PARENT/GUARDIAN 2 ________________________________________________ 
 
STREET ADDRESS ____________________________ CITY____________ STATE_____ ZIP_________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ___________________________ CITY_____________ STATE_____ ZIP________ 
 
EMAIL 1 _________________________________ EMAIL 2 __________________________________ 
 
MOBILE PHONE ___________________________ SECONDARY _______________________________ 
 
WHAT IS THE FIRST DATE THE MINOR BE RACING AT WATKINS GLEN? __________________________ 
 
LIST ALL SERIES YOU RACE WITH: ______________________________________________________ 
 

_____ MINOR MUST HAVE AT LEAST FIVE (5) YEARS OF GO-KART, AUTOMOBILE OR 
MOTORCYCLE RACING EXPERIENCE. ATTACH RESUME DETAILING EXPERIENCE. 

 
_____ ATTACH COLOR COPIES OF ANY AND ALL DRIVING/RACING/COMPETITION LICENSES 

HELD BY MINOR. 
 

_____ IF MINOR IS WARD OF APPOINTED GUARDIAN, ATTACH A COPY OF COURT ORDER 
APPOINTING GUARDIAN.  

 
_____ ATTACH COPY OF BIRTH CERTIFICATE OF MINOR 

 
_____ ATTACH COLOR PHOTOCOPY OF THE DRIVER’S LICENSE OF EACH PARENT/GUARDIAN 

 
_____ ATTACH PAYMENT FOR COSTS AND FILING FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,200.00* 

PAYABLE TO JOHN B. LARUE, P.C. TRUST ACCOUNT 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS/PROCEDURE 
 
1) Each individual will be required to complete an information sheet and provide 

photocopies of required documents so that we may prepare the necessary pleadings 
and Retainer Agreement. 

2) Upon completion of the pleadings and Agreement we will forward these (with copies 
for the clients) for review and execution together with instructions. Upon completion 
the pleadings and Agreement should be returned to our offices for filing with the 
Indiana Court. 

3) The Pleadings will be filed in Indiana. When the Indiana Order is granted, it will be 
forwarded to New York counsel for filing with the New York Court for approval.  

4) Upon receipt of the New York Order, a copy can be forwarded to the client, 
NASCAR/Watkins Glen, or any other relevant entity.  

5) Fees include all Indiana and New York legal, filing and processing fees. (subject to 
change) 

6) Time is of the essence and filings should be made well in advance of the date of the 
event as proceedings are subject to potential delays.  

2026 MOTORSPORTS EMANCIPATION INFORMATION


