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Shadows in the Pines: A Review of The God of the Woods by Liz 

Moore 

Introduction 

Liz Moore returns with The God of the Woods, a slow-burning mystery set deep in the 

Adirondacks. The story begins with the sudden disappearance of a teenager from an elite 

summer camp. Her family, shaped by history and silence, faces the weight of the search. Police 

arrive. Secrets press against the surface. Rumors drift through the trees. Moore doesn't aim for 

noise or spectacle. She writes with patience, giving the story time to breathe. 

Analysis 

The missing girl, Barbara Van Laar, belongs to one of the most powerful families in the region. 

The camp was built by her grandfather. Her brother vanished under similar conditions years 

earlier. These layers come forward early, adding weight without overwhelming the pace. Moore 

moves carefully through each timeline, giving readers the chance to settle into different 

perspectives. 

The novel shifts between voices. Parents, counselors, detectives, and townspeople take turns with 

the story. Each voice adds something new. None of them feel rushed. This structure works well. 

It allows the world of the book to grow slowly. Details gather. Emotions sharpen. No character 

holds the full truth. 
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Descriptions of the forest stand out. Trees stretch high above every scene. Water moves through 

the land like a second pulse. The camp is both a retreat and a trap. Moore never lets the setting 

drift into the background. Every step into the woods feels personal. Each path holds questions 

that never leave. 

Dialogue moves softly. No one says too much. Most conversations carry quiet tension. 

Characters speak with care. Much of the emotion sits between their words. That space leaves 

room for the reader to observe. Moore gives enough, then steps back. 

Critique 

The book does not move quickly. Readers used to faster plots may feel the weight of certain 

chapters. Some scenes slow down around minor discoveries. These pauses serve the atmosphere, 

though they can stretch longer than needed. Not every detail lands with the same strength. 

Character depth runs uneven in a few places. While central figures like Barbara’s mother and the 

lead investigator feel developed, others pass through without much presence. A few voices blur 

together. This makes some shifts in narration less distinct. 

The emotional tone remains steady throughout. For some, that steadiness may feel too controlled. 

Moments that hint at intensity often stay restrained. This choice matches the mood of the story 

but may leave some readers looking for a deeper pull. 

Conclusion 
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The God of the Woods works through quiet layers. Liz Moore builds tension slowly, keeping the 

focus on memory, silence, and place. Each piece of the story feels placed with care. The forest 

becomes more than a setting, it becomes a witness. As the search unfolds, the real story settles 

beneath the surface. Readers who appreciate stories that listen before they speak will find 

something lasting here. The ending doesn’t arrive with answers. It arrives with weight. And that 

weight stays. 
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