
Thesis 
Statement

Clearly states 
the position 
and signals the 
main reasons 
the essay will 
defend.

Topic 
Sentence 
(Body 
Paragraph 1)


Introduces the first 
main argument 
about skill 
development in 
early writing 
courses.

Counter-
argument


Acknowledges 
an opposing 
viewpoint to 
show balance 
and awareness 
of debate.

Should Colleges Limit the Use of AI Tools 
in First-Year Writing Courses?

Artificial intelligence tools are becoming common in college 

classrooms, especially in writing courses. While these tools can 

support brainstorming and editing, colleges should limit their use 

in first-year writing courses because early writing instruction is 

meant to build core skills, not replace them.


First-year writing courses focus on fundamentals. Students learn 

how to form arguments, develop a thesis, organize ideas, and 

revise their own work. When AI tools generate sentences or entire 

drafts, students risk skipping the learning process that these 

courses are designed to teach. Writing is not only about producing 

a final paper; it is about thinking through ideas, struggling with 

structure, and learning how to communicate clearly. Heavy 

reliance on AI can weaken that process before students have built 

a strong foundation.


Another concern is academic integrity. Many first-year students 

are still adjusting to college expectations and may not fully 

understand where assistance crosses into misconduct. Without 

clear limits, AI tools blur the line between support and substitution. 

This creates confusion for students and makes fair assessment 

difficult for instructors. Limiting AI use helps maintain consistent 

standards while students learn what independent academic work 

looks like.


Some argue that banning or limiting AI ignores the reality that 

these tools will be part of students’ future careers. That point has 

merit. However, limits do not mean prohibition. Colleges can allow 

controlled use, such as idea generation or grammar checks, while 

requiring students to write drafts independently. This approach 

teaches responsible use rather than dependency.


In the end, first-year writing courses should prioritize skill 

development over convenience. By setting clear limits on AI tools, 

colleges protect the purpose of these courses while still preparing 

students to engage with technology thoughtfully later in their 

academic careers.
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Introduction – 
Context

 

Introduces the topic 
and explains why AI 
tools are relevant in 
first-year writing 
courses.

Conclusion

 

Reinforces the thesis 
and explains why the 
argument matters 
beyond the essay.

Cause -and-
Effect 
Reasoning

 

Shows how unclear 
boundaries around 
AI use create 
confusion for 
students and 
challenges for 
instructors.


