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Turning a School Project into Community Action

During my junior year environmental science class, our teacher asked each student to research a
local environmental issue. Most students chose familiar topics such as recycling or air pollution.
I chose something closer to home. Our neighborhood creek was often filled with trash after

heavy rain.

At first I approached the assignment as a research project. I collected data about stormwater
runoff and mapped the areas where trash accumulated. During one visit to the creek, I noticed
plastic bottles and food packaging caught in tree branches along the bank. The sight felt less like

a research subject and more like an unfinished responsibility.

I organized a small cleanup with three classmates during the weekend. We filled six large trash
bags in two hours. The result felt encouraging, yet the next rainstorm brought another wave of

litter.

Instead of repeating the cleanup, I contacted the local community center and proposed a monthly
volunteer effort. The center agreed to share announcements through its newsletter. Within two

months the group expanded from four volunteers to more than twenty participants.

The project also changed my view of environmental work. Data from textbooks explained
pollution patterns. Real action required coordination, patience, and public communication.
Volunteers needed clear schedules and supplies. Residents needed reminders about proper waste

disposal.
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The creek still collects debris after storms, yet the cleanup effort now continues every month.

What began as a school assignment turned into a lasting responsibility within our neighborhood.
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