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Is It Ethical to Keep Large Marine Mammals in Captivity?

Killer whales in the wild can travel over 100 miles in a single day. In captivity, most spend their
lives in tanks that offer a fraction of that space. That gap between natural behavior and captive
conditions sits at the center of a debate that shows no sign of resolving quietly. Marine parks
should stop breeding and acquiring large marine mammals because captivity causes measurable

physical and psychological harm that no facility has managed to eliminate.

Dorsal fin collapse offers one of the clearest signals of this harm. Nearly all captive male orcas
develop a bent or fully collapsed dorsal fin, a condition seen in less than 1 percent of wild
populations. Researchers link this largely to the limited swimming space and altered muscle use
captivity forces on these animals. Beyond the physical toll, documented cases of aggression
between tank mates, rare in the wild, point to psychological stress that confined spaces seem to
produce reliably. Facilities have improved tank size over the decades, but improvement isn't the

same as adequacy.

The dorsal fin data and the behavioral records together make a case that's difficult to argue
around. Captivity doesn't just limit an animal's range; it changes its body and its behavior in
ways science can now document with real precision. A marine park built entirely around

education doesn't need a live orca to make its point.
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