MIFTAAH SEMINAR §.

UNDER HIS DOMINION:
TAFSIR OF SURAH AL-MULK

Shaykh Furhan Zubairi

The purpose of reciting the Quran is for tadabbur, which is deep

e Revelation: Makkan; early prophethood

e Placement: 67th surah; first surah of Juz' 29

» Reported order of revelation: after surah al-Muiminon, before
surah al-Haqggah (in some tafsir)

e Other names of surah al-Mulk:

o dablgll (al-Wagi'ah): the Protector

o dumiwll (al-Munjiya): the Savior

o dlsl=wll (al-Mujadilah): the Defender (Ibn Abbas (RA) says it
argues for its reciter in the grave)

e Connection to the Grave: This surah protects the believer from
that punishment when recited regularly.

e Virtues: The Prophet £ said: “A surah of the Quran containing
thirty verses will intercede for its companion until he is forgiven. It
is GLAJT 021 6JT éJ}_I.;
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o reflection to extract guidance and for tadhakkur which is being

m reminded of Allah.

W Facts about Surah al-Mulk

¢ e Name: al-Mulk which means Dominion, Sovereignty, Power,
Ownership

O  Theme: Allah’s Might, His Oneness, and the reality of the

7 Hereafter

—
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3228 L0 I8 LIE shg AT 0xg 30T 555
Blessed is the One in whose hands rest rest all authority and He is most
capable of everything (1)

dJ)_u comes from & , w (barakah): abundant goodness and
increase; a form of praising Allah.
Sl 0an: Allah SWT alone owns, controls, and governs everything,.
o 43 is from the wlglivie which are affirmed without asking how,
in a manner befitting His Majesty.
o &l&Ji means dominion, kingship, ownership, and absolute
authority.
Allah SWT's names are SUAJT (al-Mulk) the One with complete
sovereignty, cllall (al-Malik) the King, and ¢llall (al-Maalik) the
Owner.
Ibn Abbas (RA) says: “Allah honors, disgraces, gives life, causes death,
enriches, and withholds all by His command.”
Ibn Kathlr says: No one can reverse His decree.
5129 £ JS L) gbg: Allah SWT power is limitless; whatever He will
occurs.
The name al-Qadir appears 45 times in the Quran, emphasizing
His perfect power.
This verse affirms four truths:
o Allah SWT exists
o He is perfect and exalted
o He alone owns and control everything
o He is all-powerful

S.Os‘.

598401 S3all b5 Jac Gl o331 4S5l 85515 Sogall 515 sl

He is the One who created death and life in order to test which of you is

best in deeds and He is the Almighty Alforgiving (2)

o 5515i5 S3a)l 515 AT scholars explain that death is not non-

existence;it is the removal of the soul and its transfer to another

realm.
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o In another verse Allah SWT says:

8355 Sz Gubidl o555 &I
“He is the One who takes the souls at death.” (al-Zumar 39:42)

o Death (&3alf) is mentioned before life (34:5Ji) because it
creates urgency and reminds us that life is short.
o The Prophet &% said:
“Death is sufficient as a preacher.”
And in another narration: "Frequently remember the destroyer of
) o pleasure: death.”
o dae hast 6851 @35l to test who is best in deeds. This test is about
quality and not quantity.
o On the day of Judgement, deeds are weighed, not counted.
o lbn Umar RA: “The best deeds are avoiding what Allah forbids and
being ready to obey Him.”

e Allah's SWT names )J).eJl the Almlghty absolute power,
dominance, and authority. )9.0.9JI the Constantly Forgiving:
pardons, excuses, and shows mercy.

o This pairing shows: Allah can punish with full power. Yet He
chooses to forgive continuously.

e People often feel unworthy of forgiveness, but Allah SWT rejects
this attitude; as Allah SWT says: )

Ve |)9_Q_CCLU|.).>=J4JJ|)MPJ Ands Al o1 1550 Jass (185

“Whoever does evil or wrongs himself, then seeks Allah’s forgiveness, will

find Allah Forgiving and Merciful.” (al-Nisa 4:110)

J.Q}.‘éj.ll&>)|9ug_o_)u.ou_o.>).||L9l>u.9L§)JLolshbuw&gw&bd.dl

)959 O (83
He is the one who created seven heavens, one above the other. You will

never see any imperfection in the creation of the most compassionate, so
look.again do you see any flaws? (3)
. uw & 55 sali: Allah SWT created the seven heavens from
nothing unlike humans who build from existing materials.
EDUCATION | PRESERVATION | APPLICATION
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. lshb the heavens are layered one above another; their exact
nature is known only to Allah SWT.
o Human theories about the universe change, but revelation
affirms seven heavens with certainty.
o This verse shifts our attention to the vastness of creation,
reminding us of our smallness and cultivating humility.
o 03la3 o s db L9 ¢35 La: there is no imperfection in Allah
SWT's creation; it is p"recise, balances, and flawless.
o The name QA°>3JT highlights that the beauty and order of the
unlverse are S|gns of AIIah SWT’s limitless mercy.
flaws, cracks or Weaknesses7
o Imam al-Ghazali notes that even the simplest mind, if it reflects
on the marvels of the heavens, earth, plants, and animals,
should recognize that such precise order must have a Maker
who designed and directed it.

).J.u.).>9.s‘b9 MBW| gldlulo_uuu)S};aM?ﬂ(w
Then look aga/n and again, your sight will return frustrated and weary (4)

. u.u)S )m_;Jl &?)' (03: Allah SWT commands us to keep looking at the
heavens to reflect repeatedly on their vastness and perfection.

o Verses 3 and 4 together highlight Allah SWT as (@JW&JI: the Absolute
Creator, the One who brings everything into existence with
precision.

o The seven heavens are perfectly layered, and the repeated
inspection will only return the eye tired, defeated, and unable
to find any imperfection.

e The Quran affirms:

o gy JJS SIG ALI: Allah SWT is the Creator of all things. (Surah al-
Zumar 39:62)

o Sauaall G,UI SIGJI &lll 3b: He is the Creator, Originator, and
Fashioner. (Surah al-Hashr 59:24)
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. )J..uD Y L.wL> 34[:.:JI LLJ| <145 the eye comes back frustrated
(unable to find a flaw) and weary (exhausted from trying).

).;.9.;.0.“ L.)l.)& (Q.GJ L\.).;._Clg U.a.b_.u.u.U Lo Lé_;..l.i}’ 2 Lu.)Jl S-LA.UJJ' L:j) &Ei.lg

And indeed we adorned the lowest heaven Wlth stars l/ke lamps and made
them as missiles for stoning eavesdropping devils, for whom we have also
prepared the torment of the Blaze (5)

C‘”—“""-’ WA claddi 55 Adls: Allah SWT beautified the nearest
heaven with zulas: stars and celestial bodies that illuminate the
night like lamps.
o 133 means Allah SWT decorated and adorned the sky, directing
our hearts to appreciate His beauty and power.
o Stars also serve another purpose:
u...bL,.wLU Log> Lszlj.l_é’>’ they become missiles (Lsg>)) that
drive away deV|Is who try to eavesdrop on the
conversations of the angels.
= This belongs to L,sle @’JL&: the unseen world that we believe
in as part of our eman.

) e The Quran confirms this in other chapters:
@ilegwyuﬁuw ool B35 g3 sladul 3 Lilas 333
b Olgd a5l gl @riol
Indeed, We have placed conste//ations in the sky, and adorned it for all to
see. And We protected it from every accursed devil, except the one
eavesdropping, who is then pursued by a visible flare. (Surah al-Hijr
15:16- 18)
iAJIL,JI )90 ‘“’23)LouLLa.wuL§up Lb.bguﬂgﬁ”dupl.d.)“;b:u“ L) Ul
45506 dalhil Labd 45 >u Cuoly OIAE 345 955 e I e He0ad35 Ll
C8U Slga
Indeed, We have adorned the lowest heaven with the stars for decoration
and ‘for’ protection from every rebellious devil. They cannot listen to the
highest assembly "of angels” for they are pelted from every side 'fiercely’
driven away.

EDUCATION | PRESERVATION | APPLICATION



Ll NOISSJS

6 p.g.

And they will suffer an everlasting torment. But whoever manages to
stealthily eavesdrop is ‘instantly” pursued by a piercing flare (Surah al-
Saffat 37: 6-10)

e these verses explain devils who attempt to steal
information are pursued by a blazing flame.

e Ibn Abbas (RA) narrated that the Prophet &£ explained shooting
stars as part of this unseen reality: devils may catch a fragment of
truth but mix it with many lies, which is the basis of fortune-telling.

e Qatadah said the stars were created for three purposes:

o To beauty the sky
o To stone devils
o As signs for navigation on land and sea

o neddl Olie 3¢l B3icls: devils who persist in this are prepared for
the punishment of the Blaze.

o Reflecting on the stars and the heavens strengthens eman, and
the scientific explanation of shooting stars does not contradict
revelation; Islam sees nature and science as part of tawheed, not
separate from it.

Suadll Guds @ias OIS dein 19383 nalls
Those who disbelieve in their Lord will suffer the punishment of hell, what
a horrible and evil destination (6)

« This verse continues from the previous one peddl Ol3é &4 Gaicls,
just as devils face punishment for their rebellion, disbelievers
aIso face the punishment of Hell in the Hereafter.

. P.GJ)J |9)..QS UJ.)..UQ refers to those who knowingly reject Allah SWT's
existence, Oneness, or message, including those who deny His
prophets, His attributes, or the Hereafter.

o The term kafir is not an insult, it is a classification in the
Quran, just as people are classified as believers or disbelievers.
e Disbelief has different forms:
o Denying Allah entirely (atheism)
EDUCATION | PRESERVATION | APPLICATION
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o

Denying some of His attributes

Associating partners with Him

Believing in Allah SWT but rejecting His messengers
Rejectlng any definitive belief or practice of Islam

).uo.oﬂ um.)g i8> SlAE: this emphasizes the severtiy of the
outcome which is Hell and it will be a terrible, evil, and horrific
destination for those who persist in rejecting their Lord.

o

o

o

5 - = - -0 o 90f -

3985 1,05 g L8] lodod 4. TodlI 5]
When they are thrown into it, they will hear its roaring as it boils (7)
Being thrown into Hell signifies the ultimate humiliation and
disgrace for those who were arrogant and proud in this world.
Hell is described as if it were a living, raging creature, making
terrlfylng sounds.
Lm.ga.u refers to a violent inhalation, the harsh sound of a donkey,
or the furious breathing of someone overwhelmed with anger.

o This sound represents Hell's rage toward those who denied
Allah SWT and rejected the truth.

o The roaring and boiling of Hell intensifies as the disbelievers
are cast into it, just as a blazing fire flares when something is
thrown into it.

The verse emphasizes the terror, anger, and boiling fury of Hell
as it receives those who rejected their Lord.

P“eﬂibeﬂteubp@b»zgstwudlwwnw- &5 3185

Almost burst/ng in furry, every time a group is cast into it, its keepers will

ask them did a warner not come to you? (8)

o Lall: means intense rage, the most severe form of anger showing

Hell's violent fury toward those cast into it.

e Hell is described as if it is about to burst from anger because of

the disbelief and rebellion of its inhabitants.

e Everytime a group is thrown in, the keepers of Hell (the 19
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e angels known as khazanat Jahannam) question them: “Did a warner
not come to you?

o This question is rhetorical which is a reminder that prophets
and messengers were sent, warnings were given, and disbelief
was a conscious choice.

e This verse highlights both the severity of Hell's anger and the
justice of Allah, no one is punished without having been warned.

)ySJ_LoUs}!I(Qqulsw._}och‘JpLougg LJ.\Ss)J.»b;b.xsubings
They reply: Yes, a warner did come to us. But we denied and said: Allah
has not revealed anything. You are extremely astray. (9)

Ll NOISSJS

e The disbelievers cannot offer any excuse when questioned by the
keepers of Hell. As they are being thrown into Hellfire, they now
see its anger, rage, and boiling fury.

e The keepers of Hell ask them: “Didn’t a warner come to you?”
Their response

o Yes, a warner did come,
o But we denied him,
o And we claimed: “Allah has not revealed anything.”

e They admit that they rejected the truth despite being warned, but
now it is too late, as they are already being cast into the Fire.

,

M|M|UQLJ.SLOJ.Q&J9|é&;.wLA59J|9Jl99
And they will lament: If only we had listened and reasoned, we would not
be among the residents of the Blaze (10)

)J.su:..dl L_AM}! LQ.)..U.LQ (o.e.u..)..) |9_9).:_C|.9

- - -

They will confess their sins, so away with the residents of the Blaze (11)

e The disbelievers will admit their sins, but their confession comes
too late, as they are already facing the punishment of the Blaze.

o After describing the punishment of the non-believers, Allah
suddenly shifts to describing the believers and their reward.
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This reflects a unique Quranic style:

o >yl al-tarhib instilling fear through warnings

o gyl al-targhib encouraging goodness, hope, and turning

to Allah SWT for mercy, grace, pardon, and forgiveness

Whenever the Quran mentions punishment, it often follows with
reward, creating a balance between fear and hope.
Scholars explain that true faith exists between fear and hope,
fearing Allah SWT's displeasure while hoping for His mercy.

).uSplg 0).9.9.0 P-GJ LAJ.Q.“J (o.g.\) ug.u.od UJ.)..“ ul
Indeed those in awe of their lord without seeing Him, for them is
forgiveness and they will have a great reward (12)

This fear (Hs.d) is a fear of born from love, as loving Allah SWT
deeply one feels shame and embarrassment to disobey Him.
%");Tg: the “great reward” mentioned by mufassirun refers to
]anﬁah. )

Zp.sw (forgiveness) is mentioned before “’)....S“’pl (the great reward)
because forgiveness is the key to entériné Paradise.

AR E 5 1o 2% P s-0® E ST o0 8 E_
pouall Wl ade il 4 19531 gl @I58 lgHuwls

Whether you speak secretly or openly he surely knows best what is hidden

in the heart (13)

This refers to the mushrikeen of Makkah, who would gather at
night to speak ill of the Prophet & and the believers, plotting in
secret.
Allah SWT tells them: &y |9,3>| 9| PSJgs ig).wlg whether you speak
openly or prlvately He knows it all.

gfu“ijl <ol (Q.L.l; gcul Allah SWT knows what is hidden deep inside
the heart,
This is also a warning to us: Allah hears everything, public or
private, because He knows what lies within our hearts,
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How could He not know His own creation for He alone is the most subtle
All-Aware? (14)

o Allah SWT asks a rhetorical question: How could the Creator not
know His creation?

. uu.hUI the Most Subtle, the Most Gentle.

. ).uJJl the All-Aware, fully knowing every detail of His creation.
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