
 
 

 

 

 

 

LeadingAge Georgia & Georgia Institute on Aging 
2019 Annual Business Meeting & Networking Luncheon 

Lenbrook, Atlanta | Thursday, December 5, 2019 
9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

 

A. Welcome & Call to Order, Chris Keysor, Chair, LeadingAge Georgia and President of Lenbrook 
 

B. Approval of Minutes from Annual Meeting held on December 6, 2018, Chris Keysor 
Action Item: Accept 2018 Minutes 

C. 2018 Accomplishments & Recognition, Chris Keysor 
1. Strategic Plan, Chris Keysor and Others 
2. Georgia Institute on Aging, Ginny Helms  
3. A Word from a Graduate from the Walter O. Coffey Leadership Academy, Anita Polk       
4. Celebration of the 2019 Walter O. Coffey Leadership Academy Graduates 
5. Highlights of Positive Aging 
6. Recognition of Georgia Institute on Aging Partners & Supporters, Scott Bassett & Ginny Helms 

           
D. Committee Reports, Chris Keysor 

1. Membership, Ginny Helms 
2. Finance – 2019 Treasurer’s Reports, Kyle Huhtanen 

Action Item: Accept 2020 Budgets (includes a 3% state association dues increase and the 2020 national dues 
structure) 

3. Public Policy report was given by Terry Barcroft earlier in the program 
                             
E. Nominating/Awards Committee, Chris Keysor & Karon Winston 

Presentation of Leadership Awards to Members Ending their Service, Chris Keysor and Karon Winston 
Presentation of Slate of Board Members and Officers for LeadingAge Georgia and Georgia Institute on Aging 
Action Item: Accept Slate of Board Members and Officers for LeadingAge Georgia and  
Georgia Institute on Aging 

 
F. Installation of 2020 Officers & New Board Members 

     Mark Lowell, Chair of Awards & Nominating Committee 
 

G. Closing Remarks & Adjournment of Adjournment of 2019 Annual Business Meeting,  
            Ginny Helms, Karon Winston and Chris Keysor 
 
H. Comments from Lori Ann Walden of Morrison Community Living 
 
LeadingAge Georgia Membership Awards Program (See Separate Awards Program) 
     Mark Lowell, Chair, Awards & Nominations  
 

 
Awards Luncheon Sponsored By:      



LeadingAge Georgia, Georgia Institute on Aging, Center for Positive Aging       
2018 Annual Meeting 

December 6, 2018 Minutes 
 

James Wells, Welcomed everyone on behalf of Canterbury Court, our host for the Annual Business 
Meeting.  James welcomed Katie Smith Sloan, our national president, thanked Morrison Community 
Living for providing lunch 

Mark Lowell, chair of LeadingAge Georgia welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  Mark 
also presented the minutes from the 2017 Annual Meeting and no changes were noted.  A motion 
was made and seconded to accept last year’s minutes.  Motion was approved unanimously. 

2018 Accomplishments:   
M. Lowell opened this section by highlighting 2018 accomplishments.  He acknowledged the 
individuals who attended and implemented Eden Alternative and Culture Change training. Mark 
emphasized that “well-being” is our term and explained we need to use the term “older adults” in an 
effort to stamp out ageism.  Mark acknowledged the work of the staff, Walter and the LeadingAge 
and Georgia Institute on Aging boards.  Mark recognized Deke Cateau for his work implementing the 
Eden Alternative and for being chosen to serve on the Eden board.  Mark also acknowledged Katie 
Smith Sloan and her team at national for their outstanding public policy efforts and educational 
offerings.  
 
Katie Smith Sloan, president of LeadingAge national, talked about the accomplishments of the states 
working together with national for public policy wins and emphasized that the town hall meetings are 
a cornerstone of member-driven policy development.  She indicated that together we were 
successful in repealing the therapy caps and obtaining funding for HUD programs through the 
legislature.  She indicated that we are in the process of fixing the survey process.  She indicated she 
has been working with the media to address the unfair coverage of nursing homes in the press.  She 
said she was successful in getting a letter to the editor published to bring awareness of the 
importance of quality care in nursing home and that governments must be held accountable for 
paying for the care.  She indicated we need to be more effective in working with the media.  She said 
we’ve breathed new life into grassroots efforts and this year over 62,000 advocate letters and emails 
were sent to congress. She talked about the fact that workforce is a challenge worldwide and that we 
need to continue to work for HUD funding to combat homelessness.  Katie shared that there will be a 
HUD rally in March and she will send out information when she receives information that a rally 
permit has been granted.  Katie charged us with inviting law-makers to our communities and find 
issues they care about. She encouraged us to increase our efforts of telling our story in order to be 
more effective with policy efforts.   She concluded by saying she is bullish on what lies ahead.  
 

Connie White, chair of the Institute board thanked everyone for engaging in the educational 
programs offered through the institute and encouraged everyone to engage in the programs even 
more in the future.  She then introduced George Walker. 
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George Tucker, co-chair of the professional development committee for the Georgia Institute on 
Aging provided highlights of programs offered throughout the year including the Walter O. Coffey 
Leadership Academy and the Culture Change Summit on Palliative Care.  George encouraged 
everyone to attend the Tech and Aging Summit. 
 

Jacque Thornton revealed the theme of the 2018 annual conference – “What-if.” She then called 
Ginny Helms to the podium and together they presented awards to the 2018 Walter O. Coffey 
Leadership Academy graduates.  See attached sheet with the names of the graduates.  Jacque then 
turned the podium over to Samantha Eaves.  She also acknowledged the great work of the members 
of the professional development committee and presented the 2019 offerings of training programs. 
 
Samantha Eaves, co-chair of Profiles of Positive Aging gave highlights from the Profiles of Positive 
Aging event.  She indicated that we need to rethink the concept of getting older – that at all times in 
our lives we are getting older.  She said the Profiles of Positive Aging truly highlights individuals who 
are successfully getting older and we all need to embrace the concept.  Samantha said this year’s 
event was successful and we met our fundraising goal. Samantha thanked our member communities 
who sponsored the event and recognized the corporate sponsors listed in the meeting packet. 
 
Weyman Perry, member of the 23rd Annual Center for Positive Aging Golf Tournament in Honor of 
Harry G. Haisten indicated that the golf tournament was a success.  In addition to there being 
seventy-eight players who had a great day of golf, the fundraising goal was met for the event.  
Weyman presented the trophy for the tournament to Sojourner Marable Grimmett and she accepted 
it on behalf of the winning team National Church Residences. 
 
Jacque Thornton recognized and thanked the sponsors of the Georgia Institute on Aging and Ginny 
Helms recognized and thanked Alliant Health Solutions, Inc. - Healthcare Research Inc. for providing 
funding that has been used for scholarships to the institute for several years. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Public Policy: Tom Rockenbach spoke about our successes in obtaining a 5% rate increase from 
Medicaid for adult day health providers.  He also introduced the new public policy initiatives 
document that the public policy committee recently developed and the board adopted.  He also 
presented the issues that will be addressed in the 2019 legislative session. A copy of the initiatives 
document is attached.   
 
Membership:  Ginny Helms indicated that we added five new provider members and seventeen new 
business members and we now have a total of 157 provide members and seventy-seven business 
members.  She indicated that the staff and board are listening to members to ensure that both public 
policy and educational offerings are member driven. Ginny then invited Jacque Thornton and Susan 
Watkins to the podium and together they presented the Alison Cuba Champion Award to Scott 
Bassett for his service to the Association particularly for going above and beyond with planning and 
implementing the annual conference and the Profiles of Positive Aging event.    
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Finance & 2016 Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Lowell brought forward Arthur Levin who presented 
information on the financials for all three boards.  Shannon MacArthur who is the treasurer for the 
Georgia Institute on Aging was out of the country.  Arthur asked if there were any questions of which 
there were none.  Arthur then presented the 2019 proposed budgets and indicated the budget 
includes a 3% increase in state dues and a new dues structure for national dues.  He indicated the 
national dues restructure is based on bands and is to make dues equitable to all members.  He 
indicated that it will not result in an increase in overall national dues but some members will see a 
dues increase and some members will see a dues decrease.  Mark Lowell called for a motion to 
accept the financial reports of each organization and approve the 2019 budget for each organization.  
Motion was made, seconded and the financial reports and budgets for each organization were 
accepted unanimously. 
 
Vanessa Ceasar (GA Value First Rep) shared successes of members saving money in Georgia and 
offered to conduct cost studies for members. 
 

Connie White recognized the work of the three Georgia Institute on Aging/Center for Positive Aging 
board who are rotating off of the board including Keith Gadd, Lisa Kiely and Ellen Miller Mapp. 
 
Nominating Committee:  Mark Lowell presented the slate of new board members, 2019 officers and 
nominating committee for LeadingAge Georgia and The Georgia Institute on Aging.  The Institute and 
Center boards were combined.  A motion to accept the nominating committees’ reports and the 
motion was accepted unanimously.   
 
Board/Officer Installation:  New board members and 2019 officers for each organization were 
presented and installed by Mark Lowell.  Karon Winston, Chair for the Georgia Institute on Aging 
offered remarks on the year ahead.  Most of the comments were centered on our success and 
continuing the important work moving forward.  Chris Keysor, Chair for LeadingAge Georgia gave 
comments and indicated a need for us to be open to serendipity -- the act of keeping your eyes, ears 
and heart open to hearing what is important.  He indicated that workforce is a priority area for him 
and that it is important to engage our members on leadership, public policy and networking in order 
to support the work of the Association. 
 
James Wells introduced the Morrison Community Living chef who described the luncheon meal he 
and his team prepared for us. 

 

Closing Remarks:       
Mark Lowell shared brief closing remarks and encouraged everyone to have a renewed passion for 
their work and the work of the Association.  Ginny Helms thanked Jacque Thornton, Susan Watkins 
and Walter Coffey for their support through the year.  She also thanked Mark Lowell for his guidance 
and Arthur Levin, Shannon MacArthur and Christina Lopez for their financial oversight. Ginny also 
thanked our boards and committee members. She concluded by thanking James Wells and the 

4



Canterbury Court team for hosting our meeting and Chuck Trascritti of Morrison Community Living 
for providing outstanding meals for our event.  
 

Mark Lowell adjourned the meeting and called Ellen Dunn forward to facilitate the 2018 Membership 
Awards Program.  A list of the award winners is below. 
  
2018 LeadingAge Georgia Award Winners: 

LeadingAge Georgia Award of Honor: 
Ellen Miller-Mapp    
 
Innovation in Care and Services Award: 
A.G. Rhodes Health & Rehab off Cobb 
  
LeadingAge Georgia Volunteer of the Year Award: 
Ruth Keeler 
  
LeadingAge Georgia Distinguished Service Award: 
Lisa Kiley   
Tameka Jackson 
  
Caring Heart Award: 
Tabitia “Tia” Copeland 
Sue Hughey  
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