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San Francisco Lowrider Council Celebrates 45th Anniversary with Lowrider Parade, Hopping Contest & Art Exhibit at the Mission Cultural Center
[bookmark: _heading=h.dngdgrmzednn]“King of the Streets” Hopping Contest and Parade to Air Live on CBS on Saturday, September 19, 2026 in the Mission District
SAN FRANCISCO, CA — The San Francisco Lowrider Council, in partnership with the City of San Francisco, the Mission Merchants Association, and the Calle 24 Latino Cultural District, proudly presents the 2nd Annual Lowrider Parade on Saturday, September 19, 2026, in the historic Mission District. King of the Streets, the long-running hopping competition, will return as part of the celebration.
This year’s celebration carries special significance as the San Francisco Lowrider Council  marks its 45th anniversary. To honor more than four decades of culture, artistry and resistance, the Council is partnering with the Mission Cultural Center to host a special anniversary art exhibit showcasing the rich history, photography, and evolution of the lowrider movement.
As part of National Hispanic Heritage Month  (September 15 – October 15, 2026), this signature cultural celebration brings together lowrider clubs, artists, families, local businesses, and visitors from across the country to celebrate the creativity, resilience, and cultural legacy of the Latino community.
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Produced by the San Francisco Lowrider Council and Cultura y Arte Nativa de Las Américas (CANA), the event is more than a parade — it is a Cruise with a Purpose.
The celebration highlights lowriding as a powerful form of artistic expression, cultural identity, and community pride, while supporting Mission District small businesses, local artists, and ongoing cultural preservation efforts.
Local businesses will once again participate in the celebration with Lowrider-inspired food and cultural offerings that reflect the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit of the neighborhood.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vexylksk103i]The Thrill of the Hop & The Canvas of the Culture
The “King of the Streets” Hopping Competition returns with top lowriders from across the nation competing in a dynamic showcase of craftsmanship, innovation, and hydraulic performance. Competitors will vie for championship titles and cash prizes, while audiences experience one of the most electrifying expressions of lowrider culture.
At the same time, the celebration expands from the streets to the gallery. The 45th Anniversary Exhibit at the Mission Cultural Center will offer attendees a deeper visual look at the Council’s roots in the Mission District. Featuring archival media, historic photographs, and fine art pieces, the exhibit highlights how lowriding evolved from a neighborhood subculture into a globally recognized fine art form.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8jy4bthdjzrg]EVENT SCHEDULE | Saturday, September 19, 2026
All events are free and open to the public.
· 45th Anniversary Lowrider Art Exhibit
· Time: 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
· Location: Mission Cultural Center (2868 Mission St)
· Featuring historical artifacts, fine art, and retrospectives of the Council's 45-year history.
· Lowrider Parade
· Time: 1:00 – 3:00 PM
· Location: Mission Street (between Cesar Chavez & 17th Street)
· Broadcast live on CBS
· Lowrider Car Show
· Time: 2:00 – 8:00 PM
· Location: Mission Street (between Cesar Chavez & 18th Street)
· Featuring over 300 Lowriders on display
· “King of the Streets” Hopping Competition
· Time: 3:00 – 5:00 PM
· Location: 24th & Mission Street
· Broadcast live on CBS
[bookmark: _heading=h.eyxhfh2gqlgk]A Movement Born from Resistance
Founded in 1981 by Roberto Y. Hernández, the San Francisco Lowrider Council was created in response to the racial profiling of Latino youth by the San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) and the ban on cruising along Mission Street.
Hernández, who was arrested 113 times and brutally beaten under then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein’s administration, led a successful Federal Civil Rights lawsuit against the City of San Francisco, Mayor Feinstein, and the SFPD.
That legal victory resulted in the removal of officers and command staff, an end to discriminatory training practices at the Mission Station, and the creation of Raza Park and the Mission Recreation Center, along with the restoration of the right to cruise on Mission Street.
“This celebration is about much more than cars,” said Roberto Y. Hernández, founder and president of the San Francisco Lowrider Council. “It is about our history, our resilience, and our right to express our culture with pride in the very streets where we were once targeted. Our 45th anniversary exhibit at the Mission Cultural Center honors the pioneers who fought for this right, making sure our story continues to be seen, taught, and heard by the next generation.”
For more than four decades, the Council has been a powerful force for cultural preservation and social justice, actively supporting movements such as the United Farm Workers, Our Mission No Eviction, Black Lives Matter, Justice for Alex Nieto, and Immigration Reform. In response to the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, Council members volunteered their time and contributed financially to the Mission Food Hub, which provided groceries to 9,000 families each week.
This spring, the Council partnered with the U.S. Postal Service to unveil the Lowrider Postage stamp, featuring five lowrider models. The stamp recognizes lowriders as a quintessential American art form.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30fvf8c7vgr0]Cultural Icons & Civic Pride | About the San Francisco Lowrider Council (SF LRC)
Founded in 1981, SF LRC unites Lowrider clubs and solo riders to preserve and promote the rich artistry of Lowriding. Celebrating 45 years of cultural advocacy in 2026, the council has been featured in films, documentaries, and music videos, and celebrated at iconic Bay Area events—including championship parades for the Golden State Warriors, San Francisco Giants, and San Francisco 49ers.
For more information, please visit: SanFranciscoLowriderCouncil.com and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
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