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San Francisco Lowrider Council Names Iconic Playwright and Director
Luis Valdez Grand Marshal of 45th Anniversary Celebration

Luis Valdez, the Focus of the New Documentary “American Pachuco: The Legend of Luis Valdez,” to Serve as Grand Marshal for “King of the Streets” Lowrider Parade, Hopping Contest & Art Exhibit in San Francisco’s Mission District, 
on Saturday, September 19, 2026 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA — The San Francisco Lowrider Council has named acclaimed playwright, director and cultural icon Luis Valdez, founder and artistic director of El Teatro Campesino, as Grand Marshal of its 45th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, September 19, 2026, in the historic Mission District.
As part of National Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15-October 15, 2026), this signature cultural celebration, presented in partnership with the City of San Francisco, Mission Merchants Association, and Calle 24 Latino Cultural District, will feature the 2nd Annual Lowrider Parade, the return of the legendary “King of the Streets” hopping competition, a lowrider car show, and a special 45th Anniversary art exhibit showcasing the rich history, photography, and evolution of the lowrider movement at the Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. The parade and hopping competition will air live on CBS. 
Luis Valdez is one of the most influential Chicano playwrights and theater directors in the United States. His life and work are the focus of the new documentary American Pachuco: The Legend of Luis Valdez. Presented by American Masters and VOCES, the documentary celebrates Valdez’s life and legacy, highlighting how his groundbreaking work in theater and film reflects the struggles and triumphs of the Mexican American community. 
The son of migrant farmworkers, Valdez founded El Teatro Campesino (The Farm Workers’ Theater) in 1965 during the United Farm Workers movement and the Great Delano Grape Strike in California’s Central Valley. His lifelong work has centered on cultural identity, social justice, and the voices of working-class and farmworker communities. His acclaimed works include Zoot Suit, La Bamba, Corridos and Valley of the Heart. He has received numerous honors, including the Presidential Medal of the Arts, a George Peabody Award and Mexico’s prestigious Águila Azteca Award. The documentary will air on October 6, 2026 on PBS. 
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45 Years of Lowriding, Resistance and Cultural Pride

This year’s celebration carries special significance as the San Francisco Lowrider Council marks 45 years of preserving and advancing lowrider culture in the Mission District and beyond.
Founded in 1981 by Roberto Y. Hernández, the San Francisco Lowrider Council emerged in response to racial profiling of Latino youth and the ban on cruising along Mission Street. Hernández, who was arrested 113 times and brutally beaten, fought back through organizing fellow community members and won a federal civil rights lawsuit against the City of San Francisco, Mayor Dianne Feinstein and the San Francisco Police Department.
That legal victory resulted in the removal of officers and command staff, an end to discriminatory training practices at the Mission Station, and the creation of Raza Park and the Mission Recreation Center, along with the restoration of the right to cruise on Mission Street.
“For 45 years, the San Francisco Lowrider Council has shown that our cars are not just cars, they are art, history, culture and resistance,” said Roberto Y. Hernandez, Founder and President of the San Francisco Lowrider Council. “Having Luis Valdez, a pioneer who has spent his life telling the stories of farmworkers and our communities, serve as our Grand Marshal is incredibly meaningful. His work and our movement give voice to people whose stories deserve to be seen, heard and celebrated.”  
A Cruise with a Purpose: Celebrating the USPS Postage Stamp
Produced by the San Francisco Lowrider Council and Cultura y Arte Nativa de Las Américas (CANA), the event is more than a parade, it is a Cruise with a Purpose.
The Council recently partnered with the U.S. Postal Service to unveil the Lowrider Forever stamps, featuring five lowrider models. The stamp recognizes lowriders as a quintessential American art form. This year’s cruise celebrates the USPS postal stamp recognition. 
The Thrill of the Hop & The Canvas of the Culture
The “King of the Streets” Hopping Competition will bring together top competitors from across the country for a high-energy showcase of hydraulic artistry and precision, with championship titles and cash prizes on the line.
Frankie Rey Returns with the Sound of Lowrider Cultúra
San Francisco Mission District native Frankie “Rey” Navarro also returns to King of the Streets following his role as composer and producer of the 2025 official parade anthem, which helped power the event’s first live CBS broadcast.
This year, Rey’s contribution expands beyond a single parade song. Under his Urban Glide Funk™ banner, he is creating a body of original low-and-slow West Coast soul inspired by the boulevard, the cruise and Lowrider Cultúra.
His new album, Velvet Love Stories, released August 24, 2026, features nine original tracks plus five exclusive Kruizin’ Version bonus tracks. Rey’s song “Oh Lowrider” has also been selected as the official theme for the upcoming documentary The Lowrider Diaries, highlighting the voices of women in lowriding, scheduled for March 2027.
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All events are free and open to the public.
· 45th Anniversary Lowrider Art Exhibit
· Time: 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
· Location: Mission Cultural Center (2868 Mission St)
· Featuring historical artifacts, fine art, and retrospectives of the Council's 45-year history.
· Bendición - Danza Azteca Xiuhcoatl
· Time: 12:30 PM
· Location: Intersection of 24th & Mission 
· Lowrider Parade
· Time: 1:00 – 3:00 PM
· Location: Mission Street (between Cesar Chavez & 17th Street)
· Broadcast live on CBS
· Lowrider Car Show
· Time: 2:00 – 8:00 PM
· Location: Mission Street (between Cesar Chavez & 18th Street)
· Featuring over 300 Lowriders on display
· “King of the Streets” Hopping Competition
· Time: 3:00 – 5:00 PM
· Location: 24th & Mission Street
· Broadcast live on CBS
A Legacy of Community and Social Justice
[bookmark: _heading=h.eyxhfh2gqlgk]For more than four decades, the San Francisco Lowrider Council has been a force for cultural preservation and social justice. The Council has actively supported movements including the United Farm Workers, Our Mission No Eviction, Black Lives Matter, Justice for Alex Nieto, and immigrant rights. 
During the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, Council members volunteered their time and contributed financially to the Mission Food Hub, which provided groceries to 9,000 families each week.
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Founded in 1981, the San Francisco Lowrider Council unites lowrider clubs and solo riders to preserve and promote the artistry, history and cultural significance of lowriding. Celebrating 45 years in 2026, the Council has been featured in films, documentaries and music videos and has participated in iconic Bay Area celebrations, including championship parades for the Golden State Warriors, San Francisco Giants and San Francisco 49ers.
For more information, visit: www.SanFranciscoLowriderCouncil.org and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
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Luis Valdez Biography: El Teatro Campesino – About Luis Valdez

Media Interviews: Luis Valdez, Roberto Y. Hernández and Frankie “Rey” Navarro are available for interviews leading up to and during the September 19 celebration, subject to availability.  Media Assets: Frankie “Rey” Navarro. 
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