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[bookmark: _Hlk143071761]Zeiterion Honored with WHALE’s Sarah R. Delano Preservation Award for Historic Restoration and Renovation Project

(New Bedford, Mass.) – The Zeiterion’s recent restoration and renovation has earned the non-profit the Sarah R. Delano Preservation Award from the Waterfront Historic Area LeaguE (WHALE) for outstanding contribution to the historic character of Greater New Bedford. Rosemary Gill, President & CEO, Zeiterion, was presented the award during WHALE’s annual meeting at the Zeiterion on June 23, 2026. Earlier in June, The Z was honored with Preservation Massachusetts’ People’s Preservation Choice Award and the Mayor Thomas M. Menino Legacy Award, also for the restoration and renovation.

The Sarah R. Delano Preservation Award recognizes projects that preserve the past while strengthening the future. WHALE acknowledged the Zeiterion for its perseverance and commitment to preserving one of New Bedford’s most treasured landmarks. The theater’s survival is connected to WHALE’s own preservation history. In the 1980s, when the future of the building was uncertain, WHALE played an important role in helping save and rehabilitate the theater. The current restoration marks the second major rehabilitation in the theater’s recent history, not only preserving the building once again but reimagining it for a new generation.

“When we tell the modern story of the Zeiterion, it starts with WHALE,” said Gill. “Sarah Delano, John Bullard and others saved this building in the ‘80s so there could be a 100-year-old building to preserve in 2025. Ms. Delano certainly left her mark on the Zeiterion and receiving an award named for her brings The Z’S story full circle.”

WHALE’s annual preservation awards are an opportunity to shine a spotlight on individuals and organizations who demonstrate dedication to community, history, culture and preservation through in their own ways. Be it through the loving and ongoing rehabilitation of their home, to the creation of a new park, to the sparking curiosity through educational walking tours of the city’s neighborhoods, all our award recipients not only embody the values and mission of WHALE, they embody the spirit of New Bedford.

After 18 months of construction, The Zeiterion reopened its doors on January 16 with more places to gather, increased accessibility, improved comfort and convenience, and expanded shows and events. New spaces include the Speakeasy, The Baker Lobby, Bristol County Savings Bank Lounge, Armand Marchand and George Charbanneau Box Office, movement studio, classroom, bathrooms, and more – in addition to the fully restored auditorium. All spaces are available to rent for meetings, workshops, rehearsals, private parties, conferences, and more. 

The Zeiterion is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to steward its historic theater as a gathering place for performing arts experiences where learning, connection, and creative expression thrive. Tickets are available for purchase at www.zeiterion.org and by phone at 508-994-2900 or in person at 684 Purchase Street, New Bedford, Mass. Wednesday through Saturday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and two hours before ticketed events and one hour before movies.
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