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[bookmark: _Hlk143071761]Zeiterion Wins People’s Preservation Choice Award for Historic Restoration and Renovation Project

(New Bedford, Mass.) – The Zeiterion has won the People’s Preservation Choice Award from Preservation Massachusetts. The non-profit received the honor during Preservation Massachusetts’ awards celebration on June 11 at Fenway Park where The Z was also honored with a Mayor Thomas M. Menino Legacy Award. Both awards were in recognition of The Z’s recent restoration and renovation.

Twelve organizations were nominated for this year’s People’s Preservation Choice award, and the Zeiterion received 34% of the online public vote. Project nominees must be a successful restoration and rehabilitation of a local, state, or nationally significant historic building in Massachusetts, and the project must have resulted in increased and broadened awareness/appreciation for preservation within the community.

The Mayor Thomas M. Menino Legacy Award celebrates projects in the Commonwealth that are transformative, catalytic, embrace the community, create partnerships, and revitalize the best of the past to make something good for the future. The Z was among fellow award recipients whose work is helping preserve the history, character, and cultural landmarks that shape our communities. 

The $37 million renovation and restoration of the Zeiterion transformed the beloved 1923 landmark into a vibrant, accessible, multi-venue performing arts center while carefully preserving its historic architectural character. Originally facing operational and accessibility challenges, the theater now features expanded patron amenities, restored historic interiors, new community and educational spaces, improved accessibility throughout, and upgraded theatrical infrastructure. The project strengthens the Zeiterion’s role as a cultural and economic catalyst for downtown New Bedford, supporting expanded programming, community engagement, tourism, local businesses, and the city’s broader investment in arts, preservation, and civic revitalization. 

After 18 months of construction, The Zeiterion reopened its doors on January 16 with more places to gather, increased accessibility, improved comfort and convenience, and expanded shows and events. New spaces include the Speakeasy, The Baker Lobby, Bristol County Savings Bank Lounge, Armand Marchand and George Charbanneau Box Office, movement studio, classroom, bathrooms, and more – in addition to the fully restored auditorium. All spaces are available to rent for meetings, workshops, rehearsals, private parties, conferences, and more. 

Special thanks to the team who helped bring this transformation to life, including lead architect Wilson Butler Architects, alongside Aerial Genomics, Asterisk, Code Red, Colantonio, Consulting Collaborative, Evergreene, Farland Surveying, Fuss & Neil, Garcia Galuska, Haley Aldrich, Historic Surfaces, Odeh, PM+C, Sladen Feinstein, Stages, and Universal Environmental Consultants.  

The Zeiterion is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to steward its historic theater as a gathering place for performing arts experiences where learning, connection, and creative expression thrive. Tickets are available for purchase at www.zeiterion.org and by phone at 508-994-2900 or in person at 684 Purchase Street, New Bedford, Mass. Wednesday through Saturday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and two hours before ticketed events and one hour before movies.
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