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[bookmark: _Hlk143071761]Zeiterion Presents Exclusive Discussion with Author Ben Shattuck and WGBH’s Jared Bowen Following Screening of The History of Sound on August 6

(New Bedford, Mass.) – The Zeiterion is excited to bring local author Ben Shattuck and WGBH’s Jared Bowen together on stage to discuss The History of Sound starring Paul Mescal and Josh O'Connor following the film’s screening on Thursday, August 6, at 6:00 p.m. Shattuck, who wrote the film, and Bowen will delve into adapting literature to film, New England history, and storytelling. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased at zeiterion.org, in person at the box office, or by phone at 508-994-2900.  

Shattuck adapted The History of Sound film from his 2024 novel of the same name, which is a collection of interconnected stories set in New England. The period romance became a major motion picture in 2025. Following the screening of the film, Shattuck and Bowen, who is the Emmy Award-winning Executive Arts Editor at GBH, will further explore the story and the process of adapting the title story of his novel into a screenplay.  

The History of Sound follows the relationship between two men, played by Mescal and O'Connor. The pair meet in 1917 while attending the New England Conservatory of Music and travel together recording folk songs of their countrymen in rural Maine in the winter of 1920. Directed by Oliver Hermanus, the film was a Cannes Film Festival 2025 Official Selection. Mescal is best known for his lead role in the Hulu miniseries Normal People and has two BAFTAs and a Laurence Olivier Award, and he was nominated for an Academy Award, a Golden Globe, and a Primetime Emmy. O’Connor gained recognition for his portrayal of Charles, Prince of Wales, in the Netflix drama series The Crown and has received an Emmy, Golden Globe, and a Critic’s Choice Award.

Prior to the screening at The Z, Spinner Publications will host Shattuck at The Wamsutta Club on Wednesday, August 5, at 6:00 p.m. to address the creative path that led to his collection of stories, The History of Sound: Stories. Shattuck will offer insight on more than the title story, of which the movie is based, to explore the themes in all 12 interconnected stories spanning three centuries in New England. The nonprofit publishing house out of New Bedford is dedicated to recording and promoting the history, stories, and culture of the cities and towns in southeastern New England.

About Ben Shattuck
Ben Shattuck, a former Teaching-Writing Fellow and graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, is a recipient of the PEN America Short Story Prize and a 2019 Pushcart Prize. Shattuck's first book, Six Walks: In the Footsteps of Henry David Thoreau (Tin House, 2022) was a New Yorker magazine Best Book of 2022, a Wall Street Journal Best Book of Spring, a New York Times Best Book of Summer, and a finalist for the Massachusetts Book Award. His second book, The History of Sound: Stories (Viking, 2024) received the Story Prize Spotlight Award and the 2025 Mark Twain American Voice in Literature Award. The collection was a Chicago Tribune 10 Best Books of 2024, a Kirkus Reviews Best Short Fiction, and was longlisted for the 2025 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction. He lives with his wife and daughter on the coast of Massachusetts, where he owns and runs the oldest general store in America, built in 1793. 

About Jared Bown
Jared Bowen is the Emmy award-winning Executive Arts Editor and host of The Culture Show, a daily radio program and podcast at GBH exploring the creative process through a lively mix of local and national artist profiles, performances and exhibitions. Jared is a special correspondent for the PBS NewsHour and appears regularly on GBH 89.7, where he covers the latest happenings in the region’s theater, art, music, dance and film scenes on GBH’s Morning Edition and Boston Public Radio.

About The Zeiterion
After 18 months of construction, The Zeiterion reopened its doors on January 16 with more places to gather, increased accessibility, improved comfort and convenience, and expanded shows and events. New spaces include the Speakeasy, The Baker Lobby, Bristol County Savings Bank Lounge, Armand Marchand and George Charbanneau Box Office, movement studio, classroom, bathrooms, and more – in addition to the fully restored auditorium. All spaces are available to rent for meetings, workshops, rehearsals, private parties, conferences, and more. 

The Zeiterion is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to steward its historic theater as a gathering place for performing arts experiences where learning, connection, and creative expression thrive. Tickets are available for purchase at www.zeiterion.org and by phone at 508-994-2900 or in person at 684 Purchase Street, New Bedford, Mass. Wednesday through Saturday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and two hours before ticketed events and one hour before movies.
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