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[bookmark: _Hlk143071761]The Zeiterion Presents Parsons Dance: High Energy Contemporary Dance Set to Music of Roberta Flack, Bill Withers, Beethoven and More, November 7

(New Bedford, Mass.) –The Zeiterion proudly presents an exhilarating evening with internationally acclaimed contemporary dance company Parsons Dance on Saturday, November 7, at 8:00 p.m. The New York-based company is renowned for its high-octane, athletic ensemble work, boundary-pushing artistry and life-affirming joy. In connection with their mainstage performance, guests are invited to two pre-show events: Parsons Dance Master Class with founder David Parsons on Friday, November 6, and a free Dance Barre event, Inside Parsons Dance, with former Parsons Dance member Steve Vaughn on Wednesday, October 28. Tickets to all three events can be purchased at zeiterion.org, in person at the box office, or by phone at 508-994-2900. 

Designed to captivate seasoned dance enthusiasts and first-time theatergoers alike, the evening’s dynamic program is set to an eclectic range of music spanning Beethoven, Roberta Flack, Skrillex, Bill Withers, Cat Stevens, and more. The mixed repertory program showcases the range and athleticism of the dancers featuring choreographic highlights from the company’s deep canon. The New York Times calls Parsons Dance “one of the great successes of American modern dance… a delight from beginning to end.”

The first half of the program includes “Ludwig” set to the music of Ludwig Van Beethoven, followed by “Her Gifts” to music by Roberta Flack, and “Fearless,” which is choreographed by Courtney “Balenciaga” Washington to the song “Talk to Me” by Champion, Four Tet, and Skrillex. 

The second half launches into “Mr. Withers” set to the music of Bill Withers, followed by Parsons’ signature work “Caught,” a solo featuring an extraordinary 150 jumps in just five minutes! This iconic solo, a gravity-defying feat of strobe-light illusion, has remained a touchstone of modern dance for four decades. The program concludes with “The Road” set to the music of Yusuf/Cat Stevens.

This mainstage performance is preceded by a master class taught by company founder David Parsons with live drummer, Nate Goncalo. Parsons Dance Master Class on Friday, November 6, at 7:00 p.m. invites intermediate and advanced dancers to experience the company's signature technique firsthand. The class will be taught by Parsons, who will lead participants in a rigorous warm-up followed by combinations drawn from the company’s acclaimed vocabulary and repertory. Enrollment is pay-what-you-choose and space is limited.

The week prior is the free Dance Barre event, Inside Parsons Dance, on Wednesday, October 28, at 7:00 p.m. with former Parsons Dance member Steve Vaughn. Currently owner of SoCo Movement Arts, Vaughn provides a behind-the-scenes look at life in one of America's most celebrated contemporary dance companies. Dance Barre is a free, informal gathering that invites dance lovers and the curious alike to explore the art of dance – like a book club for dance. Reservation required.

About Parsons Dance
Parsons Dance is a contemporary American dance company, internationally renowned for its energized, athletic ensemble work. Founded in 1985 by Artistic Director David Parsons and Tony Award-winning lighting designer Howell Binkley, the company has toured to more than 445 cities, 30 countries, and 5 continents and has performed at such notable venues as The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Sydney Opera House, Maison de la Danse, Teatro La Fenice, and Teatro Municipal do Rio de Janeiro.  

Heralded by The New York Times as “one of the great movers of modern dance,” David Parsons has received many accolades throughout his career, including three Choreography Fellowship Grants from the National Endowment for the Arts; the American Choreography Award; the Dance Magazine Award; a Howard Gilman Fellowship; the Dance Masters of America Annual Award, and the Capezio ACE Award.  He has collaborated with iconic artists across all disciplines, including Dr. Billy Taylor, John Mackey, Kenji Bunch, Stephen Schwartz, Milton Nascimento, Allen Toussaint, Donna Karan, Annie Leibovitz, Ellsworth Kelly, and Alex Katz.  

About The Zeiterion
After 18 months of construction, The Zeiterion reopened its doors on January 16 with more places to gather, increased accessibility, improved comfort, and convenience, and expanded shows and events. New spaces include the Speakeasy, The Baker Lobby, Bristol County Savings Bank Lounge, Armand Marchand and George Charbonneau Box Office, movement studio, classroom, bathrooms, and more – in addition to the fully restored auditorium. All spaces are available to rent for meetings, workshops, rehearsals, private parties, conferences, and more. 

The Zeiterion is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to steward its historic theater as a gathering place for performing arts experiences where learning, connection, and creative expression thrive. Tickets are available for purchase at www.zeiterion.org and by phone at 508-994-2900 or in person at 684 Purchase Street, New Bedford, Mass. Wednesday through Saturday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and two hours before ticketed events and one hour before movies.
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