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I come from a family where education was never taken for granted. My parents left school early
to support their siblings. By the time I was old enough to understand what school meant, I had
already made up my mind to go as far as I could. That promise to myself is what led me here:
applying for a scholarship that will allow me to continue studying without the constant pressure

of financial uncertainty.

In my first year of university, I quickly realized that determination alone would not be enough.
Books cost more than I expected. Rent took up most of my part-time paycheck. I worked late
nights at a café and studied during breaks, squeezing in lab reports between shifts. That pace was
exhausting, but it taught me discipline. It also made every class feel like something I had earned.
I never skipped lectures, not even on days when I barely slept. I wasn’t just learning for a grade;

I was learning because I had fought hard to be there.

My major is Environmental Science, a field that pulled me in slowly but completely. It started
with a class on climate systems. Something about the way everything connected (the wind
patterns, the ocean currents, the data models) made sense to me in a way few things ever had. I
wanted to understand more. I wanted to work on real solutions. I joined a research group on
urban heat islands, and for the past year, I’ve been helping monitor surface temperatures across
the city. My role includes collecting field data, cleaning the datasets, and contributing to the
group’s final reports. Last semester, we presented our findings at a local environmental summit.
Standing at that podium, showing graphs I helped build, was one of the first times I felt like I

truly belonged in this field.
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Outside of academics, I volunteer with a community garden program. We partner with schools to
teach children about sustainable food systems and climate responsibility. Many of the kids who
attend these sessions remind me of myself: curious, unsure, but eager to learn. Watching them
ask questions and get their hands dirty in the soil reminds me why I chose this path in the first

place. It also keeps me grounded when coursework or lab deadlines start piling up.

This scholarship would mean stability. It would allow me to cut back on night shifts and focus
more fully on research. With more time, I could take on a larger role in the lab and possibly
co-author upcoming studies. I also hope to develop a small-scale environmental workshop for
local schools, something I’ve been planning but unable to fund. The scholarship support would

help turn that idea into a working program.

In terms of future goals, I plan to pursue a master’s degree in climate policy. My long-term
vision involves working in public environmental planning, helping cities prepare for and adapt to
climate shifts. I'm especially interested in bridging scientific research with accessible community
education. Too often, information stays locked in academic journals. I want to help make it

understandable and useful to the people most affected by it.

I’ve maintained strong grades throughout university, with a GPA of 3.87 as of last term. I've also
received recognition from the faculty for my contributions to departmental projects. But numbers
only say so much. What they don’t show is the early mornings I spent reviewing soil
composition reports, or the weekends lost to coding errors that taught me more than success ever

could. Every step has added something new. Those things matter to me more than any award.
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My hope is that this statement offers more than a list of achievements. I want it to reflect the
drive that has carried me through difficult seasons and the clarity I’ve gained along the way. I
don’t have a perfect story. But I’ve tried to stay honest, consistent, and open to learning -

qualities I believe align with the mission behind this scholarship.

Thank you for considering my application. If given the opportunity, I will make full use of the

support and continue doing work that matters to the communities and causes I care about.
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