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Artificial Intelligence Should Be Subject to Global Ethical Regulation

Artificial intelligence has moved beyond experimentation into daily life. It recommends what we watch,
predicts what we buy, writes our emails, and, increasingly, makes decisions once reserved for humans. Yet
while its power expands, the ethical and legal structures meant to govern it remain fragmented and
reactive. National regulations exist, but algorithms know no borders. For that reason, artificial intelligence
must be subject to coordinated global ethical regulation, one that ensures transparency, accountability, and

fairness 1n a technology that already influences the foundations of human society.

The current problem is one of asymmetry. Al systems are developed and deployed by corporations and
states that benefit from their reach, while individuals have little understanding or control over how these
systems use their data. This imbalance has created a new form of dependency: the algorithm shapes
behavior, but the person shaped by i1t cannot meaningfully challenge its logic. From social media
recommendation engines that amplify misinformation to predictive policing tools that reproduce racial
bias, Al can magnify inequality when left unchecked. The lack of shared international standards allows

harmful practices to move freely across jurisdictions, escaping regulation entirely.

Global governance would establish common ethical baselines that transcend corporate or political agendas.
Just as the world agreed on conventions to regulate nuclear technology and human rights, a similar
framework could govern Al. Such a system would require algorithms to meet standards of transparency,
making their data sources, objectives, and potential risks accessible for review. It would also impose
accountability: when an algorithm causes measurable harm, the creators and deployers must bear legal

responsibility. These principles would not halt progress; they would anchor it in integrity.

Critics often argue that global Al regulation 1s impractical, given the differences in political systems and
technological capacity among nations. Yet history suggests otherwise. International treaties on trade,
climate, and cybersecurity already manage complex, cross-border challenges. Regulation does not demand
uniformity; 1t demands cooperation. Without 1t, nations risk engaging in an ethical 'race to the bottom,’
where minimal safeguards become a competitive advantage. The consequences of such competition, such
as mass surveillance, deepfake manipulation, and autonomous weapons, extend far beyond national

Interests.
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Ethical regulation also protects innovation itself. Public trust 1s the currency of technological advancement.
When people lose confidence in how systems handle privacy or fairness, they resist adoption, and progress
slows. A transparent global framework would help Al evolve within boundaries that preserve human

dignity rather than threaten it.

Artificial intelligence 1s not inherently good or bad; it reflects the values of those who build it. Establishing
global ethical regulation ensures that those values remain human in scale and moral in intent. The future of
intelligence, artificial or otherwise, depends on our ability to govern power with conscience, before that

power begins to govern us.
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