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The Loud Energy of a Pep Rally as the Crowd Shifts and Reacts

The gym hits me like a wall the moment I walk 1n. Noise rolls through the space in thick waves, and the
floor seems to shake under my shoes. Lights hang high above everything and spill down in bright patches
that make the court look almost glossy. Kids squeeze into the bleachers, talking over one another, already

restless even though nothing has started yet.

A drumline kicks 1n without warning. The sound lands hard in my chest and pushes the crowd into motion.
Someone waves a poster with sloppy marker lines. A group near the top row stomps out a beat that keeps

slipping off rhythm. None of 1t matches, yet the whole thing feels wired with energy.

Heat builds fast in the center of the gym. People shift and lean, trying to see over shoulders and backpacks.
Flags from the cheer squad sweep across the court in long arcs that catch the light for a second before
dropping back into shadow. A chant starts somewhere behind me. The words come out rough, but more

kids join 1n, and the noise grows thick enough to drown out the rest of the room.

The team steps out, and everything jumps to another level. Bleachers rattle. A sharp whistle cuts through
the roar. Shoes slam the metal steps 1n heavy bursts that echo around the rafters. The sound grabs hold of

the air and refuses to let go.

When the cheering finally dips, a soft buzz sits over the crowd. Students talk in half-shouts, still pumped
from the moment. A few people keep the chant alive in shorter bursts. Others sit back down, breathless and

grinning. The whole gym holds onto the leftover energy like 1t’s stuck to the walls.

Walking out feels strange. The hallway seems too quiet after all that noise. The echo stays in my ears for a

while, almost like the pep rally followed me out the door.
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