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Museum Exhibit Text and Historical Framing 

[Introduction] 

A museum exhibit on colonial trade addresses visitors with mixed historical background. The 
curatorial text aims to present economic expansion through a critical lens. Through narrative 
framing, selective detail, and calibrated tone, the exhibit shapes how visitors interpret the 
relationship between trade, labor, and power. 

[Body Paragraph 1] 

The exhibit frames trade as a system tied to coercion rather than neutral exchange. Opening 
panels describe routes alongside labor conditions, which anchors economic activity in human 
cost. This initial frame sets expectations for the rest of the exhibit. By placing labor at the center, 
the text guides visitors to read subsequent artifacts through that lens. The strategy directs 
attention before viewers encounter objects or maps. 

[Body Paragraph 2] 

Selection of detail reinforces the frame. The text provides specific accounts of working 
conditions and contractual imbalance, while limiting discussion of aggregate growth. 
Quantitative data appears in small side panels, whereas narrative accounts occupy central space. 
This allocation signals priority. Visitors engage first with human impact, then with numerical 
context. The imbalance shapes interpretation without overt argument. 

[Body Paragraph 3] 

Tone control maintains credibility. The language avoids exaggeration and relies on documented 
terms such as “compulsory labor” and “restricted mobility.” Short quotations from primary 
sources appear alongside labels, which grounds claims in evidence. The measured tone reduces 
resistance among visitors who expect neutrality. The exhibit presents a clear position while 
preserving trust. 

[Conclusion] 

The exhibit persuades through framing, selection, and tone. These strategies guide visitors 
toward a critical reading of trade by structuring what they see first and how they interpret it. 
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