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Language Gaps

A practice and intervention tool that can be
used in the classroom and at home

When there is an area of English that is difficult to understand and that learners struggle with, it is
wonderful to have a helping hand to make things easier. The Language Gaps series offers just that
kind of help!

The five Language Gaps books cover some of the core skills that Intermediate Phase learners
need as the building blocks of their language journey in English Home Language or English First
Additional Language:

Language Gaps — Concord, grammar and tenses

Language Gaps — Reading with comprehension

Language Gaps — Working with words

Language Gaps - Literature

Language Gaps — Writing

Language teaching in the classroom happens in an integrated way. The Language Gaps books
were developed to give learners the chance to practice one skill at a time to help learners to
overcome problem areas so that they don't continue into later years.

Each Language Gaps book covers Grades 4, 5 and 6 and works through all the basics that learners
will need.

More about the series’ features:

v/ Written and reviewed by Intermediate Phase experts

v/ CAPS compliant

v/ Addresses specific gaps in focussed sections

v/ Notes and examples at the beginning of each section that guide the learner, parent or tutor
through the specific skill

v Lots of practice activities under each section

v Activities levelled by degree of difficulty using a different icon for each grade

v’ Activities can be used for formative and summative assessments in the classroom

v/ Answers on all answerable questions at the back of the book

v Helps learners to make connotations between English and Afrikaans concepts e.g. Noun
(Selfstandige naamwoord)

v Space for learners to answer questions
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Sample pages from Reading with comprehension
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Contents

Comprehension exercises

Peter, the boy who cried wolf
Read the following possage.

Many uears ago, there was a young boy
nomed Peter, who lived with his parents in
a small, quaint village on a hillside. It was
» Peter's responsibility to take care of the
v village's flock of sheep, and he would graze
them in a meadow not far from a forest. He
was told to call for help if there wos any
donger.

the hillside.

bed without any supper.

“Wolfl Wolil Wooalfl"

I Il
tricks on therm, i .

@

1}

How to use this book iv
How do | answer a comprehension test? 1
Comprehension exercises 4
Peter, the boy who cried wolf .. L4
The cunning fox and the clever stork 6
A timetable S 8
Zanzibar Pete and Zoom-along Dick 9
Uncle Spider 10
Florence Nightingale ........ 12
A dog's life 15
Ali and the magic carpet ..........iniinsiessssssssessessenss. 17
Boudica 19
Shorty, the hero ... 21
Humpty Dumpty and the fall of Colchester ............cooovvviiinenncns 24
Conquering Everest ......... 26
Bears 28
The ant and the QrasshoPPer ... 30
My ShOAOW ..o 32
A bar graph 33
Jack and the beanstalk ........ 34
FrEdtie FrOQ ..o ssssesssssssssessesasasas 38
The fox and the grapes ........ccoeevrnnnennnnssisssessssresseseesesneenes. 40
Lion linguine .. . 42
The cat that helped make motoring safer ... . 43
Androcles and the lion ........ 45
Angeline Aldridge and Annemarl Rorlston Answers 48
Answer the questions.
1.  Where did Peter and his family live? (1)
2. Explain why Peter got bored easily. (1)
3. What brilliont idea did Peter think of? (1)
4. Do you ogree with Peter that it wos a brilliont idea?
Give o reason. (1)
5. Why did the villagers run out of the villoge armed with axes,
hoes and pitchforks? (1)
Unfortunately, Peter would get bored easily. He found it tiresome €. Do you think it was foir of Peter's mother to give him o spanking
' being on the hillside with only sheep for company. So he would and send him to bed without any supper? Give o reason for
find ways to amuse himself, running up rocks, climbing trees, your answer. (1
chasing sheep, but nothing kept him amused for very long.
One day, in order to have more excitement, he thought of o
brilliant idea. He cried out with all his might, “The wolf is coming!
The wolf is coming!” The sounds of his cries echoed across
One of the villagers heord him, and gathered oll the other men - '
together. Armed with axes, hoes and pitchforks, they ran out of / H A 7. Own onswar - possible onswer: No. becouse
the village to chase the wolf away and save their flock. When they ; nswers By oot 100 o "
. 3 '] ISWET — il ;Y o
" got there, they merely found Peter laughing up his sleeve, and | I s s R PR cintssr oo
»the sheep grazing peacefully. They were very annoyed with him. ] 2. He faund it vary tirssome being an tha Totak:3
% L : . ' hillside with only sheep lor 1
That night, Peter got a spanking from his mother and wos sentto % ' L [h:ughl ht:-wmau:?mt i 3 llinmlsrzlrd;;m ot st s et )
' was coming, in order 10 trick the vilagers. (1) 2. Tha dan wos in o cove, )
A 4. No, becousa he was decesing the Wilogers. (1) 3. Ududo, the spider, sneaked into the den i}
For a while, life went on as normal, and people forgot about ] & eyrnodolievliogetochmamy 4 Yes, thoydi os they were told i)
the incident. Peter managed to behave himself while minding ' 6. Own orswor. Possiblo anawor, Yes, becouse B L A RN iy
the sheep. Until one day, when he got bored again. He picked . ik ?ﬂmemgmﬂ wm ::;r;.;:“:: 3‘;’3;’3’,:2"'%. i 1)
up some sticks, and running through where the sheep were i 7. They mgwhl D el Clcdion e o his food/Tho spider was olwss looking
grazing, he started hitting the sticks together, and shouting, ] O ol AR focfood Thw epider was ko oy to bk
‘ the whe ou tre talling the trith, when 5 'S“,',L::': :‘:
\ ! o "'“”‘!‘I"‘“’d them 12 balieve you , 9. Mother Hyena meant that the meat wos
¢ The men came ogain, but not as many os the first time. Again, ] 5 Thoy ore ot the wolires Wil oot i " i ol i ﬂ.x'—:f:::]:r
they saw no trace of the wolf, so they shook their heads and went : >t ;"Tﬂ;":;:wluwlﬂ llv*“":hw“r m they thought she meant they must give i
back to the village. Peter was punished once more, but he was ] somcorwelse, o sbeendizl e ol s P
only a little sorry that he had to miss his dinner. ] Toked: 10 S en il
Thacunningfoxand theclevarsork 1 Floracs caabrond hae by an 12y, (1)
] 2. He wonted ko goin their trust batore ploging. 2. She was named ofier the A of Fiorence

Her family was weality and well-connetied

3. Own anewer ~ possible answer: Fresh frus e LR i o b
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Sample pages from Concord, grammar and tenses

Intermediate Phase
7 %

Angeline Aldridge and Annemarl Rorlston

Contents
How to use this book iv
Nouns 1
Common nouns 1
Countable and uncountable nouns 1
Proper nouns 2
Abstract nouns 3
Collective nouns 4
Compound nouns 5
Concrete nouns 6
Gender 7
The possessive form of the noun 8
Nouns with only o plural fOrm ... s ————— a9
Determiner: 10
Pr 1"
D ative pronoun: 12
Pc ive pronoun 13
REMEXIVE PIOMOUNS . et es e e tss s b e sns e em e e sen s s s mas 15
Articles 16
No article 17
Determiners thot indicate quantity 19
jecti 20
Degrees of comparison 21
Verbs 25
When to use a singular or a plural verb 26
The negative form of do and does. 27
Command: 28
Tenses 29
Present tense, post tense and fUlUMe 18NS .........ccciiecvssnesssmmesssinssssenssns 29
Prasent continuous tense, past continuous tense and future
continuous tense 30
Present perfect tense, past perfect tense and future perfect tense ...l 33
The verb "to be”
Modals

Using can and may

Using must, should, have to

Using may or might when expressing possibility 40
Adverbs 41
Prepositions 43
Conj i { ting words) 45
A 47

Nouns (Selfstandige naamwoorde)
A noun is a naming word.
Every person, place or object is identified with a name.

Common nouns
A common noun is a noun that refers to people or objects in general.

Common nouns are usually identified by the, a or an preceding them,
for example the ball, @ man, an insect.

When do you use a oran?

If o word starts with o vowel (g, e, i, o, u), for example, | can see a pear
and You can see an apple.

Underline the common nouns.

1. Lion, leopard and huena live in the bush.

2. The bat is not a bird, but a mammal!

3. The man lives in a house, high on a hill.

Countable and
uncountable nouns

Hove only one form (singulor)
We cannot count:
bulter not butters

Have both o singulor and plurol form
We con count:
a lree or two lrees

Can use a singulor verb or a plural verb | Always use a singular verb
The book is old Sugar is sweet
The books are old.
Caonnat use 0, an or a number
before them
arice, twa rice
a cream, two cream

Write under each picture whether it is a countable

or an uncountable noun.

T % &

3. 4,

Ask questions by using how much or how many.

f you ask how many, then the noun is a countable noun.

Read each question. State whether the question is

countable or uncountable.

1. How many dolls do you have? | have three dolls.

2. How much water is in the bottle? There is not very much water in

the bottle.

3. How many yoghurts are in the fridge? There are six yoghurts in

the fridge.
An swers shesp | ram e |
horse siaflion mons
goose | gander_ QoS |
PR TR Tchichen | rocster han |
1. lion, lecpard, hyena, bush pin bomr | sow
2. bat, bird, mommal
4 maon, house, hill ﬂpum " -
Countable or uncountable nouns X Z‘O‘I‘: . 2 enkiand
1. uncountbla 2 countoble @ ehildmns
3. counoble 4, uncountoble

Countable or uncountabile nouns
1. How many dolls do you have? Countoble

2. How much woter i if the bottle? Uncountable
3. How many yoghuns o in the frdge? Countable

Proper nouns
1. Sinethamba, Dube

2. Fridoy, Sus

3, Bonisiwe, Voressa, October

Abstroct nouns
1. pride 2 foar
3 pain 4 braveny

Possessive noun phrases

1. My Irenef's nome ts Dabe

2. My neighbour's dop barks a lot
3, Hor mothaer's cor looks new,

Fill In the missing pessessive lorm words
1. spidors’ web 2. rhino's boby
3. lrords’ fols

Fill In the spoce with @, an or the. Leave the spoce
blank if no article is needed

1. Aon 2 on
3. a0 4 on
B the, the &  noarlicls
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A funny story
The handyman
Read the following possoge.

Sample pages from Literature

Intermediate Phase
o

Angeline Aldridge and Annemarl Rorlston

Contents

How to use this book v

A funny story
The handyman

A short story 3
The little leaf .. a
A drama 5
The fourth litle pig ....coovvivreeernnnns 5
A friendly letter 8
An advertisement 10
Bar graphs 11
Travel .M
Birthdays ......... . .12
An invitation 13
A myth 14
T joguar:usiivaamnniieng 14
A fable 16
The grasshopper and the Ants ... 16
A news bulletin 18

A magazine article
The final countdown ..

A folktale 21
The elever JUAGE ...t s siiss s sstsbs s sascn 21
A fairy tale 24
Tha iNOCEros DIFTE' DIOMISE: .. vcumimsisissusissmmsisissisnssssespissasusssrsiss 24
A play 26
The inhabitants of the old pepper tree . 26
A poem 28
Stopping by the woods 0N G SNOWL BVENING ....ocevvivenieiisiierians 28

Timothy Tiger ...

Maodia's oven didn't work, so she colled
someone to fix it. Since she had to go
to work in the moming, she left a note
for the handyman, Samkelo.

Samkelo arrived at ten o'clock and read
the note pinned to the door.

The key is with my neighbour. Leave the bill and | will pay you
tonight. Don't worry about my dog Bingo. He won't bother you.
But, do NOT talk to my parrot! Do not say one word to the parrot!

When Somkelo unlocked the door he met Bingo, the biggest, x

meanest-looking dog he had ever seen. But Bingo was very good.
He just sat there and wotched Somkelo work.

The parrol, however, drove Somkelo crazy. The bird squawked
and yelled and called him rude nomes.

Finally, Somkelo couldn’t stand it ony longer. He yelled,

“Be quiet, stupid bird!" The parrot replied, “Go get him, Bingo!"

A frightened Somkelo made it out the door before Bingo could
cause him any harm. He never finished fixing Nodia's oven, and
he didn’t plon on going back.

Answer the questions.

1.

© Copyright

Which is the best title for the story? Underline the correct

answer. (1)
a) The broken oven

b) Bingo the dog

c) Don't talk to the parrot!

Where was Nadia while Somkelo was fixing the oven?

Underline the correct answer. (1)
a) Next door
b) At work

c¢) Inthe kitchen

T DR o s T R R s i

The kitten ..... e 31

Taoke it away . .32
A short story 33

TheKing and the e i st e siiara s rored 33
Three fables

The deer's reflBCLION ... smmmimssio s

The fox and the lion
The rooster and the jewel ...

A short story 37
SO SROTE. im0 R AV T AR 37
A play 40
Robin Hood and his Mermy MEN ........ccccoeeeenrinmenrns s ssnneas 40
An adventure story 43
The ghost IOIN. i i i i 43
A poem 46
THE PELCON ... et e 46
Answers 49
B. Loomar's own answer = possible onswar:
Answers Their pararis ware tving elsewhare, os oll
The handyma: four of the phgs were grownups with thelr
1 -cl Don't |ur:. to tha porrotl m awn houses. (Or simiar. | n
2. b Atwork ) 9. You ctlﬂl:l e \Igom I:,I':I-n rm: ton;:: ane
n &0 Man nces 10 explore and pe e
3¢ Bn;:uwnm name is nol ghven in the @ ks &?m o cokd bar kg ikt o
4, ¢} With the neighbour H 10, Loarmar's awn answer - possible answer.
5. b} On the front doar n You howe 1o be the one to overcome your
B, o Her oven wos nol working It foar. {Or similay. | @
7. @) Tha parot foid the dog 1o ofiock Total: 17
Soniie 1 A triendly loty
g. z; m:& ::: 1 Omghiis u:;ﬁ.w.me the lttor ()

M

Omphie lives ot 13 Ellzobeth Rood, Hillside,

10. Folse. While Bingo was o well-behaved In Edenvols.

dog, he had bean trained by the parrat 1o

3. She wrole 1o Tshegolotso Lesia.
ok G ool . 4 Tshegolaisa lives in Zambes Vallsy
otal 5. Dmphie wrots to Tshegolalss because
she heard that Tshegalalso was coming lor
The little leal
1. d The happy litle teaf (4] :;‘"" ﬁ‘h" "“':wd oG oy Koy e e
2. b) Thelittle lea! i O SE g T
3 ¢} Inapak in 8 ;Io She ks writing Iho letler 1o pot 1o know
4, The littia laot was crying bocause i wos s

“What da you ke to da?™

She sends greeting 1o Mrs Khumolo.
Learnar's awn answer — possible answer
Yea, the letter was friendhy ond wos a polite

sad and scared. The wind hod told the lithe.
leat that one doy the wind would pull the
litwie leal off the twig and throw it down onto

o

the ground to die. &l .
5. The twig toid the tile leof nat 1o be alroid ostury kowards: buliding o friendship.
and to hotd on 1o the bwig Bghtly. 1)

Total: 10
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Sample pages from Working with words

Read the words in the box:

Contents
How to use this book iv
Alphabetical order 1
Syllabification 3
Sorting syllables 4
F i 4
Full stop 4
Capital lettars. 5
CoOmMmMa ...ciniiensnnines 6
Question mark 8
Excl ion mark 9
Apostrophe 9
Quotation marks or inverted commo: 12
Colon 13
14
Simple sentences 14
Compound sent 15
C d: 17
Question: 17
Neg farms 19
The conditional (I ..., then ...} 20
Active voice and passive voice 20
Types of sy 21
Direct speech 21
Indirect or reported speech 22
Synony! 23
A 2
Hi Y 25
Ci I words 26
Prefi 28
Suffixes. 29
Abbreviati 30
Phrasal verbs 32
Coll i 33
Idioms 33
Confusing words 35
Spelling rules. ar
C con moke an s sound ar
C words sounding like k 38
Words starting with ke or ki 39
Words starting with g 40
Plurals (-s, -sh, —ch or -z) 42
Doubling of the end consonant when a sulfix is added ... 43
Plurals (-ay, —ey, -iy, —oy or -uy) 45
The magic & 46
47

% @ . Sorting syllables

Syllabification

Syllabification is the sounding out and
dividing of words into syllables for reading
and spelling purposes.

You can “clap” out the word in order to “hear”
the sullobles.,

By sounding out the words into syllables, you
are able to read and spell with greater ease and
accuracy.

(Lettergrepe)

1. Every sylloble hos one vowel sound, which can be either long

or short.

real ding (2 vowel sounds = 2 syllables)
meal sure/ ment (3 vowel sounds = 3 syllables)
mag/ nil fil cent (4 vowel sounds = 4 syllobles)
2. Where there are double consonants, we separate the “terrible

twins".

sylf laf bles plan/ ning

acl com! mo/ dal tion

3. Ii possible, try to start each sullable with a consonant. You may be
required to separate a consonant blend in order to do this.

ven/ tif lal tion com/ part! men/ taf lise

Break the following words into syllobles.

For example:

cat one syllable dra = ma
kan-ga-roo  three syllables

Break these words into syllables.
For example: inside = in - side
pelican =

cushion =

kitten =

necklace =

March =

ook omps

ad/ ver/! til sing

two syllables

Total: 5

Count the syllables and write the words into the right columns.

1sy 2 sy 3 syllabl 4sy
- Total: 12
Reod the conversation and circle oll the
Answers controctions
Wa'll, Youl, won'L, FIL, FIL. Shell, She'll, Well, Il (8)
A yumong 'l\'rll“omt‘l;_'l contraction of sach word pair

cheese, hom, anion, prawn, tomate
A sweet yummy kebob

opple, cherry, meton, crange. pawpow {10}
A arder

1. Bette, Elise, Mandy, Refitwe ond Thandiswa

2, AMllon, Indran, Jeremy, Siphe, Thoboni {10}
Alphabetical order

1. sgopicn, seal, spake
2. blesbok, bontebok, butfalo
3. tiger. tood, turkey 3

Breok the words inlo syllobles
1. pe-li-can

©u — shion

kit = tan

neck - lace

Morzh i5)

Syliabitication

mawn

2 syflobles - woekend: hippo; feacher
3 nylichles - respecttul: Ielephone: altsmoon
# syllobles — engineering: olligator; wotermedon  (12)

Sequencing and putting in full stopa
1 We can moke cotion ino clothes.
2. You can make flour into bread 12

Rewrits the sentences using copital leters
| am gaing 1o schaal.

Kavin Anderson is my cousin

Come and visit me on Soturday,

My birthdoy is in May

Mzs P R Mosilo s o leacher, 104 2=(5)

EF T

Rewrite the following sentences using commas
1. My dod visited London, Poris ond Rome,
Patay, my sster, s vary pretty.

| nead o pan, pencil and ruler lor fomarmow.
Lapa Jozt. Nz ons o oo wom st

2w ra

1
2. hasn

3. egon't

4. haven't

5 s i5)
Read th and circle the

showing possession

chigren's, Everyana's, loble’s. Jomes's, camars,
twing', boys', ioble's, birds', babies’, dog's. i)

Fill in the opostrophes
1. Dimpha's
. Khosi's, Sandro’s
mather's
parscn's
men's i8]

mawn

Fill In the opastrophes
1, Com

2. wall, Polesa’s
3. Wsl'm
4, birds L]

More santences to fill in quotation marks.

1. “Send o message o Waller,” said Masego,

2. Jesry oeked, "How old are you turning on your
birthday ™

3. “Wol far mel” Nombeko shouted. “Tve hurt my
togl”

4, Lindiwe soid, "l heve not seen your tog bag

anywhers,
5. “Let's ol go for lunch of the Spur,” sald
Banny 151

Fill In the colons

1, Mool Are you goirg to he Matric Dance?
Rebecca: If | find o partner,
Jobu: Would you patner me 1o the donce?
Miali: Yes, thot would be nice. We do anjoy
wach othar's compary

2. | need o buy the lollcwing lems for the salad:
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Sample pages from Writing

ntermediate Phase

Contents

How to use this book v
How to write a diary entry 1
How to plan and write o good story 4
How to write a short story 5
How to people 4
How to write a friendly letter 10
How to write an invitati 13
How to write a paragraph 15
How to write a dialogue 18
How to write instruction: 21
How to make a poster 24
How to write a story 27
How to write an introductory and concluding paragraph ... 29
How to complete a story 30
How to write a poem 3
How to write 1 3s
How to write a ption 36
How to use descriptions in a poem 38
How to write a list 41
How to write a dial using descripti 42
How to build a story 45
How to write a short ge 50
How to write a book review 51

How to write a paragraph

A paragraph is a short passage or a collection of sentences that fit
together to make a part of a piece of writing.

Read these four paragraphs.

. The three robbers

, Long ago, in the eighteenth century, there were three robbers. They
« each wore a lorge black clook and a tall black hat. They also wore
frightening masks that covered their foces.

| The first robber hod a pistol. The second robber hod a dagger. The
/ third robber had a huge red oxe.

In the dork of the night they stalked the streets and highways,
' searching for victims. They terrified everyone. Women fell down
. in a faint. Brave men ran from the sight of them. Dogs fled with a
howl and their tail between their legs. Carrioges were forced to stop
; when the robbers smashed the carrioge wheels as they passed on
p the rough roads at night.

% The robbers’ hide-out was in o cave hidden in some craggy,

cavernous mountaing. The robbers knew that no one would ever
find them so deep in such o dangerous place. There they would

| carry their loot at the end of every night. They had trunks spilling

' over with gold, jewels, money, timepieces, wedding rings and

. precious stones.

See the story in your mind's eye:

* The first paragroph describes the characters.

* The second paragroph describes something important about

each one.
* The third paragraph describes what hoppened.
* The fourth paragraph describes the character's hide-out.

16

Answer the questions about the three robbers.

Which of these words tells what kind of men the villains
(boddies) were?

Write the answer in the first spoce.
What weapons did they carry?

Write the words in the second space.
When did the villains go out?

in the evening shadows  in a dense fog
in the dark of the night i a storm

Write the answer in the third space
Leave the fourth space empty.
Where was the robbers’ hide-out?

in a mountain cave
in o haunted house

Write the answer in the fifth space.
Which word in the story describes all the valuables in the hide-out?

plunder toot

Write the answer in the sixth space.

Write the answers here in your notebook. Leave the second
column empty for now.

oo r|e[p]~
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