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Read this passage through, then answer the questions on the following pages. If there 

are any words you don’t understand, you may find them in the Glossary at the end of 

the booklet. 

 
Five Children and It 

 

 
1  You get into bed at night, and lie down quite flat on your little back with your hands 

straight down by your sides. Then you say 'I must wake up at five' (or six, or seven, 

or eight, or nine, or whatever the time is that you want), and as you say it you push 

your chin down on to your chest and then bang your head back on the pillow. And 

5 you do this as many times as there are ones in the time you want to wake up at. (It 

is quite an easy sum.) Of course everything depends on your really wanting to get 

up at five (or six, or seven, or eight, or nine); if you don't really want to, it's all of no 

use. But if you do - well, try it and see. Of course in this, as in doing Latin proses or 

getting into mischief, practice makes perfect. Anthea was quite perfect. 

 
10 At the very moment when she opened her eyes she heard the black-and-gold clock 

down in the dining-room strike eleven. So she knew it was three minutes to five. The 

black-and-gold clock always struck wrong, but it was all right when you knew what it 

meant. It was like a person talking a foreign language. If you know the language it is 

just as easy to understand as English. And Anthea knew the clock language. 

 
15 She was very sleepy, but she jumped out of bed and put her face and hands into a 

basin of cold water. This is a fairy charm that prevents your wanting to get back into 

bed again. Then she dressed quickly, and folded up her nightgown. She did not 

tumble it together by the sleeves, but folded it by the seams from the hem, and that 

will show you the kind of well-brought-up little girl she was. 

 
20 Then she took her shoes in her hand and crept softly down the stairs. She opened 

the dining room window and climbed out. It would have been just as easy to go out 

by the door, but the window was more romantic, and less likely to be noticed by 

Martha. 
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Her heart was beating very fast, for she was carrying out a plan quite her own. She 

25 could not be sure that it was a good plan, but she was quite sure that it would not be 

any better if she were to tell the others about it. And she had a feeling that, right or 

wrong, she would rather go through with it alone. She put on her shoes under the 

iron verandah, on the red and yellow shining tiles, and then she ran straight to the 

sand-pit, and found the Psammead’s place, and dug it out; it was very cross indeed. 

 

30  “I’m so sorry,” said Anthea gently, and she took off her white pinafore and covered 

the Sand fairy up with it, all but its head, its bat’s ears, and its eyes that were like a 

snail’s eyes. 

 

 
Please answer these questions. Look at the passage again if you need to. You 

should choose the best answer and mark its letter on your answer sheet. 

 
What was unusual about the clock? 

A it was black and gold 

B it spoke a foreign language 

C it always gave the wrong time 

D it was in the dining room 

E it woke Anthea up anytime she wanted it to 

 
 

Why did Anthea leave via the window? 

A she believed that using the door would alert others to her leaving 

B the door was locked 

C Martha was standing at the door 

D she was having a romantic meeting with a friend at the window 

E she was a well brought up little girl 

 

What was Anthea’s trick for waking at the desired time? 

A she set the clock and understood the clock language 

B she would put her hands and face in cold water 

C she would say the time aloud then bump her head off the pillow 

D she would read Latin proses 

E she would use a fairy charm 
 

 

1 

2 

3 
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Anthea didn’t share her plan to the others because 

A her heart was beating very fast 

B telling the others would not improve the plan 

C the others would try to stop her 

D it was too good to share 

E the Sand fairy did not want the others to come 
 
 

We know that Anthea was well-brought-up because 

A she took her shoes off before descending the stairs 

B she folded her clothes carefully 

C she always got up on time 

D she did not like to bother Martha 

E she spoke clock language 
 
 

The main reason the waking technique may not work is 

A if you don’t want it to 

B if you do not do it properly 

C if the clock isn’t striking the correct time 

D because fairies do not exist 

E if you are not well-brought-up 

 
 

Which word in the second paragraph is closest in meaning to from 

another country? 

A person 

B black-and-gold 

C English 

D language 

E foreign 
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What is meant by the phrase, “practice makes perfect” in line 9? 

A the more you do something, the more skilled you become at it 

B no matter how many times you do something, you will never improve 

C you should do Latin proses or get into mischief 

D thinking about something makes you better at it 

E a perfect result comes from asking someone for help 
 
 

The proper noun in line 29 is 

A Psammead 

B sand-pit 

C place 

D dug 

E it 

 
What is the proper adjective in line 14? 

A understand 

B English 

C Anthea 

D clock 

E language 
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Which of the decimal numbers below is bigger than 31/3 and 

smaller than 33/4? 

 
A 3.21 B 3.11 C 3.01 D 3.31 E 3.41 

 
 
 
 

 
Look at the plan of a garden below. In one corner of the garden is a 

kennel. The garden and the kennel are both rectangular. The ground in 

the kennel is made of concrete. The garden is covered with grass. 

6cm 
 

4cm 

 
1cm 

 
 2cm 

 
On the plan: 1 centimetre represents 3 metres. 

 
 

 
What is the area of the kennel on the plan? 

 
A 24cm2 B 2cm2 C 216m2 D 18m2 D 22m2 

 
 

 
What is the actual perimeter of the part of the garden which is 

covered with grass? 

 
A 22cm B 66m C 60m D 20cm E 18m 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kennel 

 

 

Grass 
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Look at the five fractions below. 

3
/4 

1
/2 

1
/10 

1
/4 

1
/3 

Clara writes these fractions in order from smallest to largest. 
 

 
Which fraction will be the middle fraction when Clara writes them 

in order? 

 

A 
3
/4 B 

1
/2 C 

1
/10 D 

1
/4 E 

1
/3 

 
 
 

 

5 A carton containing 1 litres of orange juice costs £2.00. 
What is the cost of half a litre of orange juice? 

 
A £0.50 B £1.00 C £1.50 D £3.00 E £4.00 

 
 

 

6 What is the cost of orange juice for two litres? 
A £0.50 B £1.00 C £1.50 D £3.00 E £4.00 

 
 
 

 

7 The statements below are about three dimensional solid objects. 
Which of these statements is correct? 

 

 
A A cuboid has 6 vertices 

B A sphere has 1 edge 

C A cube has 8 faces 

D A triangular prism has 8 edges 

E A square based pyramid has 5 vertices 
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Justin bought 5 items in a supermarket. His receipt is shown 

below. The price of the bacon has been torn off the receipt. 

 

 
Bacon 

 

Milk £0.45 

Pancakes £1.05 

Juice £0.79 

Sausages £3.73 

Total £6.87  

 

 
How much was the bacon? 

 
A £1.85 B £0.95 C £0.85 D £1.95 E £1.05 

 
 
 

 

9 The temperature in Belfast is 10oC and the temperature in Moscow is - 6oC. 
What is the difference between the two temperatures? 

 
A 16oC B 4oC C 15oC D 17oC E 5oC 

 
 

 

10 Look at the multiplication below: 

2 x 432 = 864 
 

What is the answer to this calculation: 20 x 432 = ? 

 
A 86.4 B 864 C 4320 D 8640 E 432 
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