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The adverb can take three positions. When put at the front of the sentence, we 

call it a ‘fronted adverb’. Look at the three sentences below and draw an arrow 

next to the one that uses a fronted adverbial.  

The rain fell heavily. 
Heavily, the rain fell. 
The rain heavily fell. 
 
 

Label each sentence with what the adverbs do (where, why and how)  

In the middle of the night, the wolf pounced.            (When?) 

Under the full moon, the wolf howled. ............................. 

With great bounds, the wolf ran. .................................... 

Due to the wind, the wolf sheltered. ...................................... 

Adverbs 
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What do adverbs do?  They answer the questions how, when, where or why the action took 

place. 

How? 
Manner 

When? How 
often? How 

long? 
Time 

Where? 
Place 

Why? 
Cause 

The rain fell… 
heavily 
loudly 
softly 

He went… 
yesterday 
eventually 

weekly 
finally 

occasionally 

He found it… 
outside 
nearby 
inside 

…the mouse 
ran. 

therefore 
consequently 

 

Identify adverbials  

Task one 

Highlight the adverbials in the following 

sentences, and add a comma to each 

one. 

Time 

All night long the snow fell. 

Just before dawn the eagle soared. 

Before the sun came up the tiger hunted. 

At the end of the day the crocodile rested. 

For nearly a year she waited. 

During the game the father cheered. 

From next week everyone needs to bring in their PE kit. 

After the storm they started to clear up. 

Adverbs 
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