
WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 1ST, 2023
4:00 PM
VIA ZOOM
 Registration Requested 

 https://emory.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJwkcOCpqTgoGNyLzWO-WWOd8UfIwSws7l0t

For more information, please contact foxcenter@emory.edu or 404.727.6424

THE BILL AND CAROL FOX CENTER FOR HUMANISTIC INQUIRY  
& CENTER FOR HEALTHCARE HISTORY AND POLICY PRESENT 

Masters of Health: 
Racial Science and Slavery in U.S. Medical Schools

DR. CHRISTOPHER D. E. WILLOUGHBY
VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, PITZER COLLEGE

Medical science in antebellum America was organized around a 
paradox: it presumed African Americans to be less than human yet still 
human enough to be viable as experimental subjects, as cadavers, 
and for use in the training of medical students. By taking a hard look 
at the racial ideas of both northern and southern medical schools, 
Fox Center alumnus Christopher D. E. Willoughby reveals that racist 
ideas were not external to the medical profession but fundamental to 
medical knowledge. In documenting this pedagogy, Masters of Health 
charts the rise of racist theories in U.S. medical schools, throwing new 
light on the extensive legacies of slavery in modern medicine.
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