Anita Owens Rich, DNP, RN, CHFN, CDCES, CGNC, FAAN
Anita.rich@me.com, Anita@nhth.org
678-644-8159

EDUCATION
Doctor of Nursing Practice, Georgia State University, Byrdine F. Lewis College of Nursing	2020
Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Emory University, Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing 	1981
	
CREDENTIALS
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing                                                                                         2025
Board Certified Global Nurse Consultant, International Council of Nurses                                           2023	        
Board Certified Diabetes Care and Education Specialist, ADCES 	2021
Board Certified Heart Failure Nurse, AAHFN 	2012
Georgia Board of Nursing License RN03663 	1981

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Heart Failure Program Director, Care Coach Remote Patient Monitoring Company             2026 to present
Founder and President, Nurses Heart to Heart (www.nhth.org) Johns Creek, GA 	2010 to present
International Non-profit providing nursing education in developing countries
Senior Clinical Instructor, Master’s Program, Emory University School of Nursing, Atlanta, GA	
	2021 to present
Consultant and Special Reviewer for publication A Stronger Pump: A Guide for People 
      with Heart Failure Purcell, J. & Fletcher, B. (2007), Pritchett & Hull Assoc.                  2021to present                                                                           	
Emory Johns Creek Hospital, Johns Creek, GA
	Diabetes Care and Education Specialist	 2019 - 2025
	Co-Director, Annual Emory Johns Creek Hospital Cardiology Conference	2017 - 2025
	Director, Annual Emory Healthcare Cardiology Nursing Conference	2012 - 2023 
	Heart Failure Coordinator	2011 - 2025
	Site Coordinator, Multi-Center Medication Reconciliation Quality Improvement Study, 	2012 - 2016
		J. L. Schnipper, MD, MPH, FHM, PI, Harvard School of Medicine
 	Site Coordinator, Improving Outcomes in Heart Failure and Diabetes,	2011
	Sandra Dunbar, PhD, RN, PI, School of Nursing, Emory University
Emory Healthcare Quality Academy Graduate                                                                                       2015
Emory University Hospital, Atlanta, GA
	Nurse Expert Contributor, Nurse Care Coordination Project, 	2009
	G. Lamb, PhD, RN, FAAN, PI, School of Nursing, Emory University, Atlanta, GA
	Clinical Nurse, Medical Cardiology Step-Down Unit 	1983 - 2011
Clinical Nurse, Hematology Oncology Bone Marrow Transplant Unit	1981-1983
Content Reviewer for Emory Healthcare Nursing Evidence-Based Practice Education Modules          2022
Content Reviewer for Preventive Cardiology Nursing Association Patient Education 	2024

PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEES
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Cardiovascular Task Force                                                            2011 - 2025
Emory Healthcare Inpatient Glycemic Task Force                                                                       2019- 2023
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Glycemic Control Committee – Chair                                           2019 - 2023
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Wellness Center Development Committee                                     2021- 2023
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Diabetes Transition Team for EPIC                                              2021 - 2022
Emory Healthcare Medication Reconciliation Committee                                                           2014 - 2022
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Readmission Reduction Committee	2013 - 2019
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Quality & Safety Committee	2014 - 2019
Emory Healthcare Heart Failure Value Acceleration Program	2016 – 2018
Biannual Setting the Pace: Trends in Cardiovascular Nursing Committee	2016, 2018
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Education Council	2013 - 2015  
Emory University Hospital Magnet Award Application Committee	   2009 – 2011

______________________________BOARD OF DIRECTORS_________________________________
Nurses Heart to Heart, International Nursing Non-Profit, Atlanta, Georgia, Chairman	2010 - present
Nursing and Midwifery Development Center, Erbil, Iraq, Board Secretary	2023 - present

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing                                                                         2025 – present Heart Failure Society of America                                                                                             2023 - 2024
Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association                                                                        2022 - present
International Council of Nurses	2021 - present
American Nursing Association & Georgia Nursing Association	2021 - present
Association of Diabetes Care and Education Specialists	2019 - present
Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing	2015 - present
American Association of Heart Failure Nurses 	2011 - present

PRESENTATIONS
Nursing Policy Development in Post-Conflict Iraq:  Bridging the Gap
Accepted for Oral Presentation, International Council of Nurses 2025 Congress, Helsinki             2025
The Importance of Nursing Policy to Drive Nursing Education in Iraq
Invited Speaker, The First Iraqi Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Clinical Simulation in Medical Education, Baghdad, Iraq		                                                      January 25, 2025 
The Importance of Nursing Specialty Knowledge and Interdisciplinary Care of Patients with Coronary Artery  Disease  Erbil Cardiac Center,  Iraq                                                                                                                2024
Nursing and Multiprofessional Care of Heart Failure Patients Erbil Cardiac Center, Iraq                           2024             
Fulfilling the Trust of Heart Failure Patients:  Knowing the Latest Guidelines
	Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association Fall Summit, Atlanta, Georgia                                2024
Discovering New Ways – Bringing Academic Hospital Specialists to the Community Hospital		     2024
	Accepted for oral presentation, International Forum on Quality & Safety in Healthcare, London, UK
Clinical Nursing: Excellence in Knowledge-driven Care and Heart-driven Hope			     2024
	1st International Nursing and Midwifery Conference, Erbil-Kurdistan Region-Iraq, Keynote
	Address 
Nursing Competencies in Diabetes Care: Pre-Conference Sessions					     2024
	1st International Nursing and Midwifery Conference, Erbil-Kurdistan Region-Iraq
The Role of a Certified Heart Failure Nurse in Implementing an Inpatient Heart Failure                    2023
Service to Improve Initiation of Guideline-Directed Medication Therapy
American Association of Heart Failure Nurses 19th Annual Conference, Oral Presentation                     
2023 Update on Heart Failure Patients for Medical-Surgical Nurses, Including Guideline-Directed 
Medication Therapy
	Emory Johns Creek Hospital Cardiology Nursing Conference, Podium Presentation               2023                                                 
Connecting the Dots of Comorbidities of Heart Failure:  Obesity, Diabetes, Liver Disease, Chronic 
Kidney Disease
	Emory Johns Creek Hospital Cardiology Nursing Conference, Podium Presentation               2023                                                 
Nurse-led Inpatient Heart Failure Program in a Community Hospital Improves Initiation of Heart   Failure Guideline Directed Medication Therapy and Reduces Readmission Rates 
        Poster Presentation, 29th Annual Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Symposium                           2023
Cardiometabolic Disorders and Heart Failure:  Connecting the Dots. Guest Speaker, Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association Heart Failure Summit                                                              2022
The Role of a Certified Diabetes Care and Education Specialist:  Bringing Knowledge and Hope.  
        Guest Speaker, Together Towards Preventing and Controlling Diabetes Mellitus in the 
        Kurdistan Region of Iraq, World Diabetes Day                                                                               2022                                                   
What’s New in Diabetes?  Guest Speaker, City of Johns Creek, Georgia Vitality Committee               2022
Nurses Heart to Heart:  Tanzania 2021 and Iraq 2022. Guest Speaker, Emory Johns Creek 
        Hospital Auxiliary Luncheon                                                                                                           2022
Heart Failure at Emory Johns Creek Hospital. Hospital Medicine Service Staff Meeting                    2022
The PGA Isn’t Just in Augusta!  A CDCES-led Team Works to Decrease Inpatient Hyperglycemia.  
         Poster Presentation, American Diabetes Care and Education Specialist Conference. 
         Baltimore, Maryland                                                                                                                       2022                                
Diabetes:  What’s the Latest? Guest Speaker. Johns Creek, Georgia Rotary Club Meeting                  2022
The Effect of Educational Interventions on Professional Self-Perception of Nurse in Mongolia.  
Oral Presentation, 7th International Nursing Research Conference of the World Academy 
of Nursing Science, Taipei, Taiwan                                                                                                 2022
What’s the Latest in Heart Failure?  Emory Johns Creek Hospital Cardiac Catheterization Lab          2022
The War May Be Over in Iraq, but the Need is Still So Great for Nurses.  Podium Presentation, 
         Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, Georgia              2022                                                                                                                                
The Relationship between Nursing Professional Self-Perception and Continuing Education in 	
	Mongolia. Podium Presentation, International Council of Nurses Congress, Virtual                       2021
Implications of Nursing Professional Self-Perception Studies to Nurses in Iraq.	
	Podium Presentation, International Nursing Conference: Nurses and the Future of Healthcare 
       in the Middle East, Iraq, Kurdistan Region. Erbil, Iraq                                                                    2021                                                                    
Pioneering a Novel Inpatient Diabetes Consult Service in the COVID Era. Poster Presentation, 	
	American Diabetes Association 81st Scientific Sessions, Washington, DC.                                     2021
Sharing Knowledge and Hope. Podium Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week 	
	Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA                                                                                    2021
A Novel, Virtual Inpatient Glucose Monitoring Service Highlights the High Rate of COVID 
Positivity in Hyperglycemic Patients.  Poster Presentation, A Scientific Symposium:  In 
       Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the University of Toronto’s Discovery of Insulin, 
       Toronto, Canada                                                                                                                                2021                                                                                                                    
Introduction to International Nursing. Guest Lecturer, School of Nursing, Georgia State	2021
	University, Atlanta, GA
Assessing Professional Self Perception of Nurses in Mongolia. Poster Presentation, Sigma Theta 	2020
	Tau International Nursing Research Congress – Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Assessing Professional Self Perception of Nurses in Mongolia. Poster Presentation, Florence 	2020
	Nightingale Foundation 2020 Conference, London, England
Rise Up to Your Calling, Sigma Theta Tau Chapter Inauguration Keynote Speaker, Lee	2020
	University, Cleveland, TN
Assessing Professional Self Perception of Nurses in Mongolia. Podium Presentation, Global	2020  
	Nursing Emory Nurses Week Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA
Volunteer Nursing in Iraq.  Podium Presentation, Atlanta Chapter, American Association of 	2017
	Critical Care Nurses, Atlanta, GA 	
International Volunteer Nursing. Podium Presentation, Lee University, Cleveland, TN	2017
Volunteering in Mongolia. Podium Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week Conference,	2016
	Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA
Where Do You Go for Help When Your Child Is Dying, and the War Is All Around You? Podium 	2015
	Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA
Teaching from the Heart – Mongolia. Podium Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week 	2014
	Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA.
The Power of Global Nursing. Podium Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week 	2013
	Conference, Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA
International Nursing. Podium Presentation, Global Nursing Emory Nurses Week Conference,	2012
	Emory Healthcare, Atlanta, GA
Healing the Broken Hearts of Kurdistan. Podium Presentation, Global Health & Humanitarian	2011 
	Summit, Emory University, Atlanta, GA
Guarding the Treasure I Hold in My Arms. Podium Presentation, Lee University, Cleveland, TN 	2010 
Teaching Nursing Skills in Mongolia. Podium Presentation, International Medical Volunteerism	2010 Conference, Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA
International Nursing Exchange Program. Podium Presentation, Emory Healthcare Nursing 	2010
	Grand Rounds, Atlanta, GA
Volunteer Nursing in Mongolia.  Podium Presentation, Atlanta Chapter, American Association 	2009
	Of Critical Care Nurses, Atlanta, GA
How Are We Failing our Heart Failure Patients? Panelist, Interdisciplinary Grand Rounds, Emory	2007 University Hospital, Atlanta, GA

PUBLICATIONS
	Rich, A.O., & Anderson, R.K. (2024).  Educational Training and Nursing Professional Self-Perception in Mongolia:  A Prospective Observational Pre-Post Design Study.  Journal of Clinical Nursing. https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.17211

Rich, A. O. (2023). Nurse-led Inpatient Heart Failure Program in a Community Hospital Improves Initiation of Heart Failure Guideline Directed Medication Therapy and Reduces Readmission Rates.  Heart & Lung, 61, 170. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hrtlng.2023.06.019

Rich, A., & Anderson, R. (2021). The Effect of Educational Interventions on Professional Self-Perception of Nurses in Mongolia. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 102(10), e62.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0003999321011795#
Rich, A. (2020) Assessing Professional Self-Perception of Nurses in Mongolia, Georgia State University. https://doi.org/10.57709/17798450
Rizvi, A., Rich, A., Eldridge, R. (2021) Pioneering a Novel Inpatient Diabetes Consult Service in the COVID Era.  Diabetes 2021;70(Supplemtnt_1):827-P. https://doi.org/10.2337/db21-827-P
PEER REVIEWER
International Council of Nurses Congress Helsinki Abstract Submissions, 56 Submissions                 2024              BMJ British Medical Association Journal, 1 publication                                                      		    2024
HONORS AND RECOGNITION
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing                                                                                         2025
ANCC Magnet Nurse of the Year Transformational Leadership                                                            2024
Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association Annual Heart Failure Nurse Award                              2023
March of Dimes “Heroes in Action” Distinguished Nurse of the Year Award                                       2022            
Emory Nursing Distinguished Alumni Service Award                                                                            2022
March of Dimes “Heroes in Action” Nurse of the Year Finalist                                                             2021
Georgia State University Doctor of Nursing Practice Student Research Award	2020         
Epsilon Chapter Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society Research Award	2019
Inducted into Epsilon Alpha Chapter, STTI, Georgia State University as Doctoral Student	2019
Medication Reconciliation:  New Workflow Strategies to Improve Patient Safety by Reducing 	2018
Pre-admission Medication History Errors. 1st Place, Georgia Hospital Association Partnership for Health & Accountability Quality and Patient Safety Award, Atlanta, GA.
Medication Reconciliation:  Reducing Pre-admission History Errors & Optimizing the Discharge	2015
Medication Plan. 2nd Place, Georgia Hospital Association Partnership for Health & Accountability Quality and Patient Safety Award, Atlanta, GA.	
March of Dimes Nurse of the Year Finalist, Atlanta, GA	2015 
Excellence in Nursing Service Award, Emory University School of Nursing, Atlanta, GA                   2012
International Nursing Exchange Program, from Emory University Hospital to Scotland	2010




Featured in Media/Publications:

2025 American Academy of Nursing Fellows to include 16 Emory inductees. (2025, July 8). Kieve, Melanie https://news.emory.edu/stories/2025/07/son_faan_2025/story.html 

ANCC Announces Recipients of the 2024 Magnet Nurse of the Year® Awards. (2024, October 31). ANA. https://www.nursingworld.org/news/news-releases/2024/ancc-announces-recipients-of-the-2024-magnet-nurse-of-the-year-awards/

Johns Creek nurse 1 of only 5 to receive Magnet Nurse of the Year Award. (November 5, 2024). https://www.ajc.com/pulse/johns-creek-nurse-1-of-only-5-to-receive-magnet-nurse-of-the-year-award/LLWWOK7SPNFB5FECEGRTBR7WSQ/

 “I Believe They Will Fall in Love with Mongolia Like Me”, Mongolian Airlines Mongolica Magazine                                    Quarter 1                                                                                                                                                  2024
	
Flying Across the Globe to Help:  Nurses Heart to Heart Takes Help, Healing Where It’s Needed Most.  Atlanta Journal-Constitution	2016

Anita Rich:  Blessed to Bless. County Line Magazine	2016

Has Passport, Loves Nursing, Will Travel. Atlanta Journal Constitution	2013 

Nurses Heart to Heart: Sharing Knowledge & Hope. County Line Magazine	2011      
                            
International Nurse Exchange. Synergy-Emory Healthcare Nursing Publication	2010

4G Nurse Visits Mongolia. The Synapse-Emory Healthcare Nursing Publication	2008                                                            

VOLUNTEER EXPERINCE
Nursing Instructor: 
Mongolia: Preventing Maternal Hemorrhage & Neonatal Asphyxiation	 2016 - 2019
Mongolia: CPR for Infants, Children and Adults, Basic Cardiology	2011 - 2019
Mongolia: Nursing Care of Cardiac Catheterization Patients	 2019
Mongolia: Care of Pediatric Cath Patients in ICU and Airway Management in Trauma Patients 	 2008
Iraq: Nursing Care of Cardiac Catheterization Patients	 2010, 2014, 2016, 2018
Medical Mission Nurse:
Tanzania                                                                                                                                            2021
Iraq	2010, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2022, 2024
Mongolia	2008
Hurricane Katrina Airlifting Program and Medical Clinic, D’Iberville, Mississippi	2005 and 2006
Nicaragua	2001
Nurse Transporter: 
Children’s Heart Project, Kosovo, Honduras, Mongolia, and Uganda	2007 - 2009
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