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Pedro Poitevin is a Guatemalan-American mathematician, bilingual poet, and Associate
Professor of Mathematics at Salem State University. He was born in Freiburg, Germany, and
raised in Guatemala City until age seven. After going into exile with his parents, he lived in
Berlin, Paris, Tegucigalpa, and San José, Costa Rica, before returning to Guatemala as
democracy was being restored. This geographically complex childhood shaped his
attention to language, displacement, structure, and the ways people make homes across
borders.
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His dissertation and early work studied Nakano spaces, also known as variable-exponent
Lebesgue spaces, from a model-theoretic point of view. More recent work develops explicit
axiom systems, graphons as continuous-logic structures, and model-theoretic questions
about Banach spaces and asymptotic cones.
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At Salem State University, Poitevin has been a devoted teacher and mentor. He has advised
students who have gone on to advanced mathematical work, including a former student
now pursuing postdoctoral research in Germany and a current student entering a master's
program in logic in Barcelona. Poitevin's service to mathematics began early in Guatemala.
In 1997, he served as head coach of the first Guatemalan team to participate in the
International Mathematical Olympiad, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina.

Poitevin also extends the mathematical sciences into experimental poetry, using
combinatorics, symmetry, recursion, and constraint as engines of literary form. His record-
setting projects include a combinatorial palindrome consisting of twenty billion Spanish
décimas, ten million palindromic sonnets in English, and ten million palindromic sonnets in
Spanish. His constraint-based work also includes smaller mathematical-poetic objects,
such as true digit-level palindromic equations. For example,

212 - 4535 +3799993.9 4+ 2.45-1808 = 15 - 4% + 9399997.. 3 + 53 . 64%'? is a true equality
whose full string of digits is itself a palindrome and includes every digit from 0 to 9. He has
also written the first Spanish-language palindromic sestina, mathematical sonnets
published in The Mathematical Intelligencer and the Journal of Humanistic Mathematics,
and a planetary-scale found poem built from IATA airport codes, forthcoming in Rattle's
Summer 2026 issue. Together, these works show how mathematical structure can
generate not only proof and abstraction, but also artistic discovery, memory, play, and
public wonder.

Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a
prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG.
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