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IN SHORT

This Food Agility CRC project analysed data to help farmers
better understand haystack degradation as a precursor to fires.
The information was then sent to farmers in low
telecommunications areas using satellite technology.

"This project has increased safety for IAG customers, leading to
psychological benefits which are hard to quantify but are of huge
importance. For IAG as a business, this will improve risk mitigation,
which we expect will result in a reduction in haystack claims per
year - which can be a multimillion-dollar expense.”

Nicholas Carabine, IAG

THE CHALLENGE

Haystack fires happen spontaneously and with little warning.
Variables, such as moisture at harvest/storage, sugar levels,
aeration, and temperature, can play a factor in the likelihood of a
fire occurring. However, these factors are not quantified or
modelled, leaving farmers to rely on decades old approaches such
as testing with crowbars.

OUR APPROACH

This project identified and reviewed the data essential to
understanding haystack degradation as a precursor to fires, and
how to process that data so that it can be transmitted through
the existing limitations of satellite technologies. The project
aimed to develop an easy and accessible way to monitor
haystacks on properties that have low telecommunications
coverage.
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