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Music Reading List

First Form 

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	Beethoven An Extraordinary Composer (Motivational Reading Series for Children), Axel Pedersen 



	Before Music: where instruments come from - Annette Bay Pimmintel 
	Adventures in Music - book 1, Bennett 
	Song of the Far Isles, Bowling 
	A History of Music for children, Schweitzer 

	Naeli and the Secret Song, Bilan  


	
	Classical Giants Beethoven: Musical histories for enquiring minds, Emma Warner Reed 



	Classical Music: An Illustrated story – Bratby and Neves
	100 things to know about Music - Martin, James, Frith, Cook 

	 

	r 
	











Second Form 

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	The Thirteenth Chime: Felix and the Lost Music of Bach (Time Travelers: Music Masters), Ryland  
	100 Things to Know About Music -Usborne 
	Musical Truth, Jeffrey Boakye 
	The Blues – A Very short Introduction

	Adventures in Music - book 2, Roy Bennett 

	

	
	Big Bangs, Howard Goodall

	
	Jazz, Walter Dean Myers
	
	
	




















Third Form 



	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	Musicals: The definitive illustrated story, Hurwitz 

	Wicked, Gregory Maguir
	  Perfect Pitch: 100 pieces of classical music to bring joy, tears, solace, empathy, inspiration and everything in-between - Bouverie

	With a little help from their friends, Maconie
	The Music of James Bond – John Burlingame

	Jurassic Park– Michael Crichton 

	
	

 
	
	
	 
	John Williams - A Composers’s Life – Tim Greiving
	100 Greatest Film Scores – Matt Lawson and Laurence Macdonal

















Fourth form

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	How Music works: A listener's guide to harmony, keys, broken chords, perfect pitch and the secrets of a good tune – John Powell


	Folk Music: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) - Mark Slobin

	The Art of Songwriting: How to Create, Think and Live Like a Songwriter – Ed Bell

	The Musical Theatre of Stephen Schwartz: From Godspell to Wicked and Beyond

	Bach: A Life in Music by Peter Williams 

	Film Music – A very Short introduction – Kathryn Kalinak




	
	How Music Got Free – Steven Witt
	
	Everything you wanted to know about Classical Music: But were too afraid to ask – Henly and Jackson
	
	
	















Fifth Form

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	Beethoven and Bach
	Purcell and Schwartz
	Spalding and Afro Celt Soundsystem
	Williams and Queen
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	The Song of the Lark – Willa Cather





	Handel in London, Jane Glover
	But Beautiful – A Book about Jazz – Geoff Dyer

	The film music of John Williams: Reviving Hollywood’s Classical style – Emilio Audissino

	This is your Brain on Music – Understanding a human obsession, Daniel Levitin
	

	
	The Great Passion, James Runcie


	
	How Music Works, David Byrne

	
	Robert Schumann’s Advice to Young Musician’s - Steven Isserelis
	














Lower Sixth (LVI)

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	Topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	Clara Schumann: An Artist's Life Based on Material Found in Diaries and Letters - Vol I – Bertold Litzmann

	A Book of Dreams, Peter Reich

Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte
	Danny Elfman's Batman: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides Book 2)

	The Study of Orchestration, Samuel Adler

	Unapologetic Expression: The Inside Story of the UK Jazz Explosion – Andre Marmot



	Vaughan Williams by Simon Heffer


	
	Debussy: A Painter in Sound, Stephen Walsh

The Vexations, Caitlin Horrocks




	Under the Ivy – The life and music of Kate Bush, Graeme Thomson

	Music in the Castle of Heaven, John Eliot Gardiner

	Cello – A Journey Through Silence to Sound – Kate Kennedy
	Coltrane on Coltrane: The John Coltrane Interviews - Chris Devito


	









Upper Sixth (UVI)

	
	Michaelmas 1
	Michaelmas 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Trinity 1
	Trinity 2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Reading
	The Symphony: From Mannheim to Mahler: A guide to the development of the symphony through the 18th and 19th centuries, Christopher Tarrant


	The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century by Alex Ross 

	Masterworks of 20th-Century Music: The Modern Repertory of the Symphony Orchestra, Douglas Lee

	Indian Sun: The Life and Music of Ravi Shankar, Oliver Craske

	A Life in Music, Daniel Barenboim

	

	
	The Beatles: All These Years, Volume 1 by Mark Lewisohn 


	Hitchcock and Herrmann: The friendship and film scores that changed cinema, Steven C Smith
	A Year of Wonder: Classical Music for Every Day by Clemency Burton-Hill

	
	
	



