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Sheppard’s
AnauctionofTransportMuseumandVer-
nacularCollections takesplaceonlineand
liveatSheppard’s inDurrow,CoLaois, on
May13.Highlights includea 19th-century
pennyfarthingbicycle (Lot395:est€4,000
to€6,000)andan18th-centuryIrishashdug
out chair (Lot 425: est€2,000 to€3,000).
The sale is followed, theverynext day,

by an evening sale of Irish and Interna-
tionalArt (May 14, 7pm).
LouisLeBrocquy’sexuberantGarlanded

Goat (below), anAubusson tapestry dat-
ing from 1950 (est€80,000 to€120,000),
must surelybe the star of the show,with
the title hotly contest-
ed by Emer (2004) a
unique life-size statue
of a horse byAnthony
Scott (est €30,000 to
€50,000).
See sheppards.ie

Lot 100
TheMaysaleofcontem-
poraryartatLot100(on-
line fromMay9 –May
20) is the new auction
house’s biggest sale to date.
Themost likely top lot is Sean Scully’s

aquatint Liliane #1 (Lot 9: est €5,000 to
7,000)withotherhighlights includingGo
Softly (Lot6: est€4,000 to€5,000), anab-
stractpaintingbyKatherineBoucherBeug.
AsKenMaddenofLot 100writes, “col-

lectors are drawn to her exquisiteworks
andneverwant topartwith them…this is
one of hervery finest.”Thepainting, dat-
ing from1999, has agentlegrid structure
“with layering and re working allowing
the narrative to develop.”
DancingatLismoreCastle, Ireland(Lot

14: est€3,000 to€5,000) is a rarepainting
bytheAmericanartistDaleChihuly,who
spentsometimeatLismoreCastle in1995.
See lot100.ie

INTHE
SALEROOMS RareKashmirsapphirering

in1940ssettingatAdam’s

There’s wild excitement
in the auction rooms, as
a hitherto undiscovered
Kashmirsapphireisonits
waytomarket. Itsowners,

although aware they had a val-
uable sapphire, did not know it
came fromKashmir.

Thediscoveryputanotherzero
ontheprice–Kashmirsapphires
are the rarest, finest and most
beautiful in theworld.
They come from the Zanskar

rangeof theHimalayas,andwere
mined between 1882 and 1887.
The stone (Lot 23: est €150,000

to €250,000) is going under the
hammer at Adam’s sale of Fine
Jewellery and Ladies’ Watches
onMay 13.
ThestoryofKashmirsapphires

reads like historical fiction. In
1890, Tom D LaTouche, deputy
superintendentof theGeological
Survey of India, described how
the first sapphireswerebrought
into Shimla, now in Himachal
Pradesh, in India.Theyhadbeen
uncovered in “themountainson
the borders of Zanskar,where a
landslip had laid bare the rocks
beneath the soil, and disclosed
the presence of the gems.”
LaTouche tells the taleofashi-

kari (hunter) who lost the flint
fromhisgunwhilehuntingand,
withnootherwayof lightinghis
pipe, searched forapieceof rock
to strike a spark.He “pickedupa
small sapphire, and finding that
it answered his purpose better
than the ordinary fragments of
quartz hewas in the habit of us-
ing, carried it aboutwithhimfor
sometime.”Eventually, thehunter
sold the stone to aLaholi trader,
from“whomitwastakentoSimla,
where itsvaluewas recognised.”
Now, they can fetch astound-

ing prices. On April 25, an 11.56
carat Kashmir sapphire and di-
amond ring sold at Sotheby’s in
HongKong forHKD$6,350,000
(€721,514).
“I think this is the first time a

Kashmirsapphirehasbeenauc-
tionedinIreland,”saysClaire-Lau-
renceMestrallet,headofjewellery
atAdam’s.Thestoneismountedin
aretrosapphireanddiamondring,
circa 1940, andcataloguedas “of
tankdesign, centringacushion-
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Confirmationof itsKashmiri origin took the sapphire anddiamond ring’s
estimatedvalue fromunder€15,000 to€150,000–€250,000

ELEANORFLEGG

shapedsapphireweighing6.22cts,
betweenoldbrilliantandtapered
baguette-cutdiamondshoulders,
and between baguette-cut dia-
mond borders.”
It comes fromaprivatecollec-

torinFrance,whobequeathedthe
collection toher son. Before the
stonewas identifiedasaKashmir
sapphire, itwas expected to sell
forbetween€8,000and€12,000.
It’sfamouslyimpossibletoiden-

tifyaKashmirsapphirebysight,
but something in the quality of
thestonealertedMestrallet tothe
possibility. “Kashmir sapphires
have an intense blue colourand
a velvety appearance,” she says.
“It’sunusual to findoneina1940s
ring.” Because of the short peri-
od of their mining, most Kash-
mir sapphiresweremounted in
Victorian jewellery.
The stonewas sent to aGem-

mologicalCertificationServices
(GCS)Londonfortestingandpro-
nounced“ofKashmirorigin,with
no indications of heating.”
Manysapphires areheated at

extremelyhigh temperatures to
intensifytheircolourandimprove
theirclarity.Thisone is anatural
stone. It thenwentoff toSwitzer-
landwheretheSwissGemmolog-
ical Institute (SSEF) confirmed
it as a Kashmir sapphire.
About25yearsago,Madagascar

startedproducing largevolumes
of sapphires. Since “a fine, classi-
calKashmirsapphirecanbesold
formanytimesmorethanaMad-
agascar sapphire of exceptional
qualityand size”, findingout the
source is undertaken with care
and deliberation.
All theinformationaboutKash-

mirsapphirescomesfromhistoric
stoneswithprovenance that can
be proven. “The mine was only
open for five years,” Mestrallet
explains. “Thenitclosed. It’sbeen
closed formore than 100 years.”
Sapphires can be identified

by mineral inclusions (mate-
rials trapped within the crys-
tal’s structure) or by identifying
the “patterns of silk and parti-
cle clouds” within the stones,
which are described as: “These
milkybands are the causeof the
sleepy,velvetytexturesoadmired
in fine Kashmir sapphires.”
See adams.ie
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