
Editorial
It has been two months since the Time ar:d.cle on Christian witness to Muslims
appeared. I was in the Albany, NYarea when a friend mentioned he had received
it. Immediately, I looked for the nearest mall and bought my copy, rather fearing
the worst. Would the fieewheeling liberalsinTime blow us out of the water? Would
their ignorance of the basic issues regarding missions and the reasons the message
of Christ is being proclaimed at great risk render the article as so much dribble?

However, what I encountered was a fairly even-handed approach. Of course,
Time isn't known for writing commentaries for evangelicalism. Yet, they resisted
painting those carrying the Gospel into Muslim lands as kooks or misguided
zealots. It was, rather, one of their better efforts, albeit very limited in scope and
depth. Nevertheless, I felt they merited a positive vote and wrote the editors to
that effect. Their reply stated their appreciation for my comments, promising to
let me know if my letter was going to be published. As far as I know, it never was.
My strong request to Timc was that, having done an investigatory piece on 'should

christians convert Muslims?', a similar focus on Muslims'Islamizing'worldwide
was now to be awaited. whether they heard me or not, I do not know. should
anyone see that such a study is carried out, please nottfy Seedbed and send me the
article.

This second issue of 2003 focuses on some of the serious concerns facing our
world today. I refer to lraq, the Middle Easr and what could be called the Middle
East cauldron. I think you will find both 'Iraq and the Bible' and the study on'Islam and Democracy' yery interesting. Do let us know if you agree or not. 'Life at
the Hub of the world' takes a new look at church planting which will make you
reflect about strategy, especially if you are involved at the front lines.'Fncountering the Lost' takes us into the realm of spiritual warfrre. Hopefully,
there will be space to include it in this issue. If nor, ir will appear in the winter
lssue.

we envisage going to three issues for 2004. Therefore, I would welcome
articles on your personal experiences, so please sit down and put finger to
keyboard. As we begin to hit our stride, please let us have your comments and
observations. We would like Seedbed to be a lively forum of serious intellectual
exchange and not merely a bulletin of dry verbiage.

Abe Wtube (Editor)
a.wiebe@sympatico.ca
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Letters to the Editor
Where can I buy

the books reviewed in Seedbed?

I finally got armnd to read,ing the First
Semester issw of Seedbed. I think it is a uery
good and hzlpful isw,e. I note tfu book
'Daughters of Islnm,' fu Miriam Admey was
reaiewed b Jrltt. Howeaer, it did not tell us
wfure to obtain copies of thc book. I wou.ld
apecially lifu ta haae uu. So eould you tell
me where that couJd, be ptrchased?

Beu McCuJlm,gh (US)
.z4res.' Most of the books reviewed will
be arrailable via Amazpn.com. Another
good source is Fellorvship of Faith'
Box 65214, Toronto, ON M4K 322. Ot
course, many missions that have a
ministry to Muslims would also likely
carry such books.

Did G.D. get it right on God's
purposes for Jews and Arabs?

It was with glndness and' grailru"d"e that I
receiued my cW of SEEDBED this rnom-
ing. I arn glnd AWM folnn' a neut editor to
continue this impornnt rninistry. Let us
hnow hou to pay fm it. Is there a possibility
of getting back numbers?

I belieue G.D. ouerlooks tfu weight of
Rom. 11:1-2 in conruction with 11:29 in
h'is article, and, in mry aian, rni.stakenll
'identifies 'somc of the broken off hranches'
(Ron. 11:17) with the whole of Israel and
draws the coruhsion th,at 'Israel ceased to be
the people of God'. In spite of the \pirit of
stugor' (Ron. I 1:8), of being 'hnrd,ened' and
of a 'hardening in parx' (11:25), of hnatng
stumbled and, fallen, though not beyond
reclaery (11:11) and. of haaing becomn
'enernies' (11:28), Israel has not been

rcjected, and God's coumard with them has
nnt been corcellzd. mrt. The whole rnetaphor
of thc oliue tree makes thnt clear Yes, somc
hrantlws haae bent broken off, hut the tree
itself (i.e. krael) lns rwt bem art down (cp.

Jer 11:16). Judgmtnr, yes, rejection and,
replacmteil, nn. We, the wiW hranclws, haae
bem grafted in amang the others (i.e.
branches) and nmt slwre in tlw*.ourishing
sap from tfu oliae root (Rmn 1 1 : I 7fl. In my
ai,eu, G.D.\ asnrnptions would, mahe God's
prornises in Gen. 17:7-8 meaningless.

And that wau,ld, be bo^d fw aII of ns.
Dieter Kuhl (Germany)

More on the

Jewish-Arab Question....
In thc la* issuz of Seedbed, G.D. initiates
discussion of aur uiew of cunent Jn i"h-
Arab issuzs. Since our dzsire is to major on
tlw majms, a ma,in focus tn surh a qrcstion
should, be tfu delineation of tewish-Arab
issuz f.ndings thnt can be hzld, in canmon
am,ong Christia,ns of uarying eschatological
ari,entatiuts. Paradoxirally, one of tlu best
ways of achicaing this goal may be tlwough a
thorough\ premillennial exarninati'on of thc
whole matrer.

Non-premillennia.ls generally don't h,aae
eschatological'hang-ups' about seeking
socinlly just actiaity for both Jews and
Arabs or aboul ercouraging tlw explmation
of land-for-peace negotiations between
Israel and its neighbours. In contrast,
many premillennials feel irnpelled hbl b)
cornrnon interpretn'tiun of their eschatology

fu wth adivity.
I belieae there is a strong basis, euen

frarn wilhin tlw premillennialist wientatian :



a) for d"esiring socially jut aniaig fm/
frorn both Jau anl, Arabs, and,

b) for encowaging the exploratian of
ln:n^d,-f or -p e ac e ne g otin tions.

The cry*allizntion of this pnceiaed basis
d,neloped, through my responses to clnrifca-
tion reqtests from a rrutnber of prnnilbnnial
church leadcrs and Christians who are
deepQ truubled. b1 tfu aurmt Arab plight.
I encouraged, these Christians to fi.rul
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common cause with non-premillennial
Christians regard,r,ng tlu two conclusions,
nm th.ough th"e eschatologiral routes to tfuse
joint coruhuioru aary widely.'

Richard, L. (Cann"da)

Any Seedbed reader wishing a detailed
paper in this line of argument by
Richard, please request the same from
the Seedbed Editor,

ndar
Jor 2OOg

AWAI rlterlia Distribution Oentre
We are already planning for the 2005 calendar.

distribution@a2bmail. ner


