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THE DHIMMI: Jews and Christians under Islam

Rniewed b M'K'

TIf,iF. DHIMMI: Jews and Christians

.r.rd", Islam bY Bat Ye'or, Fairleigh

Dickinson Univ- Press, 1985'-- 
The inside flap of this revealing and

informative book begins'
This studY has been recognized as

indispensable for a full understanding

of the complexities of the Middle East

conflicts. the author analYzes the

historical realities of the dhimmi peo-

ples, i.e., the no.n-Arab and non-

Musiim communities subjected to

Muslim domination after the conquest

of their homelands' Separating hct

from distortion in an extenslve analy-

sis of the history and destiny of-these

oooulations, Bat Ye'or also provides a

i".e. ttrr*Uer of documents from

diderent periods and regions' -many
of which have not been Published
before.
Th. *titet has done her homework

well, bringing to l ight, over the

extended P.;oat of Muslim history

,1"" Uir,.. ."utitio that faced tb'e d'himmi

oopulation. For examPle, as Muham-
^*"d 

,".nt"d his leadership in the ctty

of Medina, he led his followers m

,rrUa"ng the Oasis of Kha)'bar' which

*"r.rrltii^t d by aJewish tribe' Follow-

i"g,h. siege of a rnonth and a half' the

ui.'toriout"tntuslim forces imposed a

treatv called the d'himma" rneamng

{t ot! 
""a"r 

special Protection'' Only'

the cure was worse than the disease'

Thisdhitn'nabecame the genesis of jih"an

and set the stage for the legal relation-

ship between th" .ottq"ering Muslims

"rri 
th" subjected non-Muslim poPula-

Aon. fn t"d'ed in the stipulations of the

ffeatv werc requirements forcing Jervs
,o *^tt bare-footed, dress differently

and live in their orvn seParate quarters;

in sum, they were forced to live out an

i"r"Aot staius. As Islam expanded the

.*o.ri.rr.. of the Jews of KhaYbar' it

b..am. the exPerience of all con-

ouered PeoPles.'- 
Fo. ,o*", gltt was their first and

only .rrcourrtet with jihnd" But it ltroyfa
U. io t,ttp.ise that Muslims attacked in

*tit Atnio". There are manY other

examples in historY'-- 
E" author details many places and

events that would help the reader. to

understand the long-time humiliation

of the dhirnmis-
fo .eallY understand the Muslim

mentality in ia historical expression of

reputed superiority vis-)r-vis the non-

Muslim, thii is must reading' The book

ttt""fa not lead to a rejection of

Muslims, but to a deePer reliance on

the love of God for the outsider' to

srace and to a conviction that' in the

End. the battle belongs to the Lord'
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