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b y F l . a n L o v e l t i s a p p a r e r r t . t l . r a t M u s l i r r r w o m e n w i l l

(Repr-inted by permission frorn the t 'o' uu""l lutically become believers

i,,t..nationar Journar-or r.l::l*^,] *,, ;j:;j:?::,lllt::::':'J,:i'1il:ril;
sions, Vol. t3:3, July-SePt' lgeo) 

"fI irrt. 
*i i ' ,  ,r,,, 'eacls in tl 're sand-a

B\ ttti.srlorn rt house is built' atul tltntttglt 
rnentality w6ich lrolres that tltc new

u'rulcrstanding it is eskthli.slntl: ilt.ntuglt 
,rrut. .,rr-,u..ts.will clo all the hard work .

knotulerlge its roonts are JttLerl utilh 
.rnte ;;; 

", 
and evenrrrallv bring- 

-ttt ,jl-t"
anrl heiutiful lreasure.s. Proverbs 24:3 

*n*.n. Our nrinistries to Muslims

[Editor's note: In seedbed vol' xv 1'- *'" r" unde.sircled with wisdom'

we inadaertently printed only part of understanding and knowledge (Prov-

,n"-uil"t" ty t i l i  t i t le. Our'up"t"gl"t erbs 24:3). i- ho.. l irtrnd that t5e

to the authon The remaindcr of-tne ct"t"n Planting l'lrase pr<lgrarn devel-

article follaus:J oped by Florrtiels' a mission agency

I  am w'r i t ing th is  paper to supplement  i i< : t " ta  exc l t rs i rc lv  ot r  p lant ing

the strategie, nf .nt' iJ ptu"tt" 1l:": 
tn"ttfttt am()ng i\tuslims' can guide

'isi.. nray u..t,r.ra.Ju| gender-blind -jr. i.r"uri.. i .t ir the rr' isd'm that is

.rissi. l.gy. Muslims are'h-ard e.ough, .r."a.a to fi l l  r lert 'c6'r 'ches with th<lse

evell r l lore so Muslim *t 'nr()n tht' *t(r u' la beautif ir l tre:lstlres o['Muslim

consr i t t r te  the h idden hal f  o l '  the women'

rrrrre.cled Muslirn worlcl. We need a Six or seven stePs ()r phases i i 
th.'

cotnprehensive strategy to reach Mus- tht"th planting pl1)graln are identi-

l irrrs that includes Muslirn women' ita i" the chuich Planting Phase' List

!\,lrile reaching males first can be the (ironttinest 1996)' 1'6ese steps uke a

rurai. paradigm, it sho'ld not be the i.urr-, of tnt-'rch pla.ters fi'tlm the initial

r l t r l y < r n e . M i s s i o n a r i e s a r e b e c o m i n g s t e p s c l f . m i n i s t r y a l l t h e w a y t o r e p r ( ) -
rn()re aware to this injustice and are a"ii"gthemselvesand'thent:l1t:1': l::

tlelilrcrately setting ubo,.,t t,, correct it. I field' it allows the r.ission ()rganlzatl()r-t

l l i r r ' e [ i l u n d t l r r e e w a y s t l r a t m i s s r o n - t o i d e n t i f y w h e l . e t r r i s s i < r t r a r i e s a r e l l l
ar . ies are r ry ing to deal  wi th th is  ih . .n l , . .hp lant ingPt : : " t : (^ t t t lg ,1t :

situation: (l) By ;;t;; the word measuring stick)' and helps mtssrolr-

a'cl setting a personal example, male u.i.. .r-rt i i i ,rn, t5e next steps they .eed

rnissiotraries are able to challenge new to take (acting as a suiclebtxrk)' I have

nurle converts. 12) Missi<lnarv wrves taken each pi,n.. u'- 'd i l lustrated fr<lm

{ive personal artenrion and ministrl, f...,rrlut..*lmor.:,and 
fi 'om the n-rin-

to thc \\,ornen .l ' the tnale c<tu'et-[s. ist ' ies t 'f ' . ther t ' t ' t issi 'traries' the attl-

( l i ) N l i s s i o n a r y L e a m s c l e l i b e r - a t e h ' l i r c u s t u d e s ' a c t i v i t i e s a n c l s t r a t e g i c t h i n k i n e
()n stt.atcgies to reach Mr"rslinr \^'olnetl. rn'hicll luil l  help lrissionaries nrinister ttr
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Muslint wonlen. 
-lhese 

activit ies should

be cornplernetrtary to ttther nrinistries.

NIy suggestions are intetrded to help

women minister alotrsside their nlale

col leagues in establ ish ing chtr rches

n,her-e both Mtrslinl lnell and wr>men

are brought  i r - r to  t l re  chtr rch.

Launching the Team

l r r  t l r i s  [ i r s t  p l r ase .  l l t e  t t t os t  i t t t po t ' t a t t t

activit l '  to undertake and attitLrde t()

lrave is L<> pra).for cotn.passion l itr NltrslittL

trtotn(n. Muslirn w()rnell calt : lPPear t()

be inaccessible, tucked au'av l lehir.rd

veils and hat-enrs. Ieals of reaching

thenr catr be clispelled ltt cotnpassiotl
lvhen we utrclet-stancl the l ltrrts that

Islam has irrf ' l ictecl ()tt t l leln: polvgarny,

easy divorce, inf'et' ioritt of' n'onren,

{i:male genital nrtrt i lati()tt, [ irrcecl veil-

irrg (in :rt-eas ruled by firrl<larnelrtalists)'
imprisonn'rent and clivot'ce l i lr l leing

r-apecl, ancl even lrotror kil l irrgs.

. f  e lenr ia l r ,  t l re  neepir tu l t ro l l l te t ,  t 'o tn-

pell ingli '  t l t ' : t lvs rrs to this t:otttpassiott
n, l ten he says,  "N{v cyes r . r ' i l l  f low

unceasinS4ly, witltorrt lelie[, trnti l the

Lord l<xrks dowtr f ir lnr lteaverl and

sees. What I see is sricf ' t() nry sotrl

because of' all the rv()tt lctl ol '  rny city"
(l-arnentat.ions it:49-5 | ).

Preparing to Sow

A nr iss ior- rary wot l ta l l  wr t rks hard

cluring this ph:rse, balartcing Iamily

and teatn dernantls wlri le tryinu ttr

make a home i t r  her  new cul ture.  I Ier

long list of activit ies catr ovet-whelm her

as she tries to survive, utrderstancl and

to be unclerstttocl. [lon'ever, fcrr wometr

who rvor-k am()llg IVuslirus there is an

even mole crucial dirnensiotr to Pre-
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par i r tg  to sow, a d i rner ts ior t  which i f 'not

culti ' , 'ated wil l over time uncler-utitte

ar-ry nrinistrl '  she rnight have. In l lr ' is

l t l rusc i l  i . ;  i tnpr t r l t tn l  l i t r  nr i t t io t t t r r . t

lltoilMn. to a.t:t rts honnrabl,e uoilrcn, <''nes

in rvhorn Mtrslint fanril ies and eslle-

c i a l l t ' t he  l ne l t  can  t . r t l s t . ' I ' l l e  l va l s

\\ 'olnen c<ltrI irrtrr t<l r.r 'hltt t lrc stlcietl

sa l 's  is  hor t r t rable arrc l  r isht  lv i l l  l le  kcrs

to t l te  ef lect iveness and lorrgevi t r '  o l

t lreir nrinistries lvith Nltrslirrt 11()l l lel l.
- I  

l r e l e  a t e  s e v e t ' a l  r l a ) s  t ( )  c o r t l n t t t t t i t ' l t l e

and deve lop  t t ' t t s tu jo t - t l t i t ress ,  b r t t  t l l e

nl()st inutrediate is in t lre area o[ 'clr-ess'

publ ic behavior artcl  nt<ldestv arotttrcl

r r ren .  
' l i ro  

o [ ien  o t t r  c t r l t t r ra l  t la< l i t ions ,

anc l  sonre t i l l l es  ever l  t l t t t  s t tpp t lsec l

f i-eecl<lnr in ( l l r l ist,  ntt tke tts insensit ive

t() clear bibl ical teaching about mtldestl '

( [  l ' e te r -  ] l : l ] - '1 ;  I  l - i r r ro thy  2 :9 -10) .  \ \ ' e

eqrtate the N'[trsl inr l{ ' () l l lan's vei l  ar-rrI

<lr-ess, wlr ic:h (t()\ 'el-s altnost al l  o[ '  her'

boc l t ' ,  as  l s l : rn r ic  an t l  there f i ) l ' e  s ( ) l l l e -

t h i n L {  ( l l r l i s t i t r r r s  s l r o r r l < l  a l o i < 1 .

UnIi) l ' t .ul l i l telr ' ,  ott t '  l : r t :k o1' resl)c]( l t  i t l l ( l

: rpp lec ia t io r r  l i r r -  I s la r r t i t :  c t t l tu t 'e  se t r t l s  : r

nressagc: n()t  oltc o{ ' f i -ccclorn in (]hrist

br-rt  l i 'eet l t l rrr in serxual i ty.

An acqtraint. : t trcc related al l  expel ' letrce

: r l l o r r t  i r r v i t i r r g  a  M r r s l i r r t  w ( ) n l a l l  t o  l t e t '

Ironre, trot t 'eal izi trg that she wotr ld

brirrg lrer l tr .rslratrd. 
- l- l te 

wort latr actecl

c ( ) l t l  l r l l  c v t ' t t i t t g ,  l l ( ) l  c v e l l  a t t e t l l p l i l l g

t o  r t a k e  c y c - ( ' ( ) l t t a c t  ( l r  c ( ) n v e r s a t i ( ) l l '

l>uzz.led, t l re Antericln w()nlan tr ied t<l

guess why t l tet-c was such a shif i  in her

fr iencl 's att i tude. Eventual ly i t  hi t  her:

she had beetr wearing jeans, and had

not  c l tanged in to  sonre th ing  more

modest  n 'hen the  husband u 'a lke t l

in to  her -home.  t - le r  N{us l i r l  f i ' i enc l

never l-eturl lecl.
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Sec<[ l rcc l  XV

\\.he' I \\,as a new rlrissio.al.). i. Asia, I share the gospel: t ltrotrgh c<ltrnseling'

n,a'recl ur,r"o,irry i i l i",r,f, t. t. ips i.t. t 'r.ug' clisses.n' 'ere skil ls ar-e tarrqht'

r()\\.n to *,i.,a.r*-rir.rp ou,l 
"ut 

t()gether, t6roueh shared acti ' i t ies and cotnnrun-

a v e r y n o r n l a l t l l i n g t h : r t " t " t t n . i " i t y i n ' ; < ' l v e m e ' n t s ' t h l ' ( ) t l g h r n i n i s t r i e s o t
At.erica l.ve t ' do' i le Muslinr " ' ives "itttn' 

ancl -thr.ush 
praying out loud

fi 'ally t ir.,na tt-,"..r,,t 'o14" t '  tell-nte uncl i ' ' '  t6eir pr-esetlce ti '- a.cl witl 'r

t l r a t  t he i r . h r r s l t anc l s  ue l ' e  t l l ) se t .  l l ( ) l l -  M t r s l i r n  r v t l t t l e t t ' .  r \ s  t r r - ban i za t i l l . n

o la l r lc  r r . r , - t t . , , - , t iJ  n() t  go < ' t r r '  r [ t r l ing i t rc t -cases '  ancl  n ' i t l r  i t  t l re  at tot ty t t l t t l

t5c r lur .  * f r " , r  
' , i , . r l  

.s5<' i t r l< l  l te  <[ r r i r r I  a 'c l  i . r lc l lc ' t r r le t tce , I  N{ t rs l i * r  \ \ ( ) r l lc l l

I t ' t tsc* '< l t 'k  t "  ; i ; ig  catc . l ' t l t i l t l t ' t t t t '  f i r r r t r  t ' lx ' l i t i t t ' : r l  [ : rnr i l r  ' ' i t l t tcs ' '  s .  r . ' i l l

' l ' l rc  l l t rs l lancls  n 'c t 'c 's t ts l l i t ' io t ts  oI  t t l t '  ( ) t t r  ( ) [ ) l ) ( ) r t t tn i { ies o[ ' r r r i r l is t r -y  increase'

i . ter r t . i r>r ' rs ,  t r " t i . t : i , t14that  I  nas < l is t ' i r t : i -  
- l 'hest  ' r i . is t ' ies l . i ly  l ' ,k  'ery

ing thc i t ' " ' i t . . '  i ' ' " t ' - l i ' i r 'okr t ts  at t< l  [ , ,se t t to t le t ' t r  as we s l tc l tc t ' l t l> t tsct l  w() l t le l l '

behavrot" t:ottt lsel larnil ies irt t:r isis (especially in

S o w i n g i i ' . n , . " u . t l l c l r i l < l r e r r c l t . t t g i r l l t t s e a t r r l

A' ,*c* rrse(r srirre,,,.,,11 r,\. .rissi<,,r- *:"^tl'.i"ii:il":l]i,,Tll"ri;'Jl*L-lllrl;
i l l l cs  i l r l l ( ) r l s  N l t rs l in rs  i s  t l r l r t  N t t rs l i r r r  , f t "  r , , . " . . '  . I  i l : t la^c i *g ' l . l l  a .c l  f z rn r i l y

\ \ ' ( )n1er l  do l l ' t  want  to  ta lk  1 [ ;11111 ( )o t l '  
c lc r 'a l rc ls  (F I i t c l r i .u :  1996) '

Hon '  t l ren '  the t  q r res t io l t '  t : t t t  u 'e  
( ) . r . ' r i . i s t . ies  w i l l  be  e f lec t i ve  t ,  t l ' re

c r a r r g e l i z e  p e o p l e  * l t o . . l t l t v c  l l ( ) , s l ) l l ' l -  
, t . u , . "  t l r l r t  t l r . , r r g l l  ' t t t '  c . n t m u t l i c a -

trral hunser? A nr:r lc col lcrtsttc t() l(1 r l le. 
i" i ,  ,U 5r. i 's i .g (]rxl  inro their ir-rcl i-

l t , ,* '  , , , t ] 'v he u'as t l rat  the ' iob o[ 
' , : ; ; , , ' ; i  

' - t . , i fa1, 
t ' .  s ' : rpe their

evarreel izing N' l trsl irrr \ \ ' () t l lel l  \ \as. s() 
,r .rccpti ,r .  . l '  r .eal i tr . .  \ \ ,e nray not. be

tnttch tnore dif l ictr l t  thln evangcl izing 
:; i ; ' i ;  . i r", . ,g" , t , .  fact that t 'eir-

N , l t r s l i r r r m e t r w l r < l l < l r ' e t t l < l e l l a t e a l l t l t r t i " . : . . , . . . . ' - . i
() 'cl a.d religi,n' M1' rcpll '  * '" '  ; i ;;; l t:o"l1t^:tight 

r 'arrv younger wrves'

althor-rgh nreir nriglrt tq;t ' 'y '"ri i"g b.ut we t1".: l l"* t l-rem how God loves

about God, *t" '- ' t: ' l  t" jt 'y 'orrti"! them.and how he views marnage'

a l r t l u t l i l e . - l . l r e r . e i s a l r n t l s t r r t l t l . r i n g u e u t r i q u e a p p r o a c h t o b r i n g i n g . G o d
w()nlan does not. want t() talk abtiut, into the everyday conversations of

a r r d t h i s r a p i d l y i n c r e z t s e s r r p p < l r t r r r l i - M u s l i m w o | I l e t l w a s g i r ' e r r t O m e b y a
ties to minister to her ancl bring c)<ld missionary in Morocco' After befriend-

i.r. her."";l;; , i*,o,i,,,r. tt isio our ing several neighborhood women' this

adva.tage that wonren want to talk missionary was"asked what she thought

about lif'e ;;;*r" the Bible has so abour a certain topic. Wisely, 
{fi:,* "

much to '"f 
"u""t 

tl-ris' In ttis tlird' cultural perspective) she replied' "I am

pha,se our j;,-;- i'o bring God ittto a just a woman' Wtrat I think is not

Muslhno'o'nnn'"L'e'1 dn1"Li1b sitwrtiott^s' in1po"u"' '  But I klrt>w what my

l r r b t i n g i n g G o d i r r t o t h e l i f i e o f . a P r o p h e t s a y s a b < l u t t l r i s . ' ' S h e p a u s e d .
Muslirrr won}an, missiorrar.y *.,,-I.,.,., Intrigued, ih'. *.,,.,-,.., asked her to tell

have fbuncl nutneroLrs creative 
";;:; 

them" what her Pr-ophet had to say'
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AJter several other incidences l ike this,
the wornen began to ask her what l 'rer
Prophet had to say about very personal
issues affecting all wonlen (such as
divorce, marriage relationships and s<r
0n ) .

Discipling and Beginning the Church

Bv th is  phase h 'e n le: l l l  c l isc ip l ing
individual believers arrcl t ltetr gathelins
thenr into fellowship {rr()r. lps. This is
probably the most crucial phase firr
ensu r i ng  tha t  c l i s c i p lesh ip  l i r oups
become chtr rches and that  N{ t rs l im
w()men become par t  o{ ' t l tose c l turches.
' l ' irue 

and again the st<u'ies at'e sinti lat ':
f 'elkrrvship groups strrruuling t() stav
al ive because they : l l -e  tnacle up
most ly  of '  s ingle men.  No wotrder
lnany prayer requests fiorrr the field
ask fbr the conversiott o{ lvontetr s() that
the male bel ievers t ' i t t t  l tave ( l l r r - is t iar r

lv ives.  ( lhr is t ian r r tarr iages br ing sta l l i l -
i tv  to  the chur-c: l tcs at r r l  t tu tke possi l l l t :
ent i re I lmi l ies cotn i t ts  to  ( l l r r is t ,  c : l ta t rg-
ing ernerging ancl  incot t tp lete Ie l low-
sh ip  g roups  i t r t o  es ta l ; l i shc t l  an< l
conrplete churches.

In this phase ntis.siontt.ric,s rtted h f onn un.
er:clesiol,ogy uh.ich re.f ltct.s !1rc rultrt.tu,l
realities oJ nml.e-fernrt.le irt.teratt,iorL, rt
bihli.ca.l exegesis oJ' ni,n.istt1 r'ol,e.s uttrtutrt
can, hrn,e in llrc churclte.s, art.d practica,l

theol,ogy of rnini.stries h uornett. I ann
concerned that although we say this is
the most crit ical phase to the establish-
ing of the church, we have done very
l i t t le  s t rategic  th ink ing about  how
women fit into all o[ this. Our \&'estern
ecclesiology of males only as elders and
pastors might be inadequate in cultures
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where women and men don' t  nr ix  in
religioLrs gatherinss.

The problems o[  having Musl im men

and l tonren mix in  ( l l r r is t ian groups was
brought honre to me when a worker in

Sri Lanka asked n.re what to do abotrt
the older- \\ 'onren u'ho le{Lsed to be irt

the sanre t '<xrrn u'ith Inett. Ot- N{trslirrr
\\,()nlerl n' lro refirsecl t<l becorne Chlis-
tians because tlret heard tltat they wt>ulcL
hzrve to be baptizecl bv tnetr. Or wotnen
u'ho were uncorlrfortable mixing rtith
nren ancl having evening meetings, alld
$'ho asked to nleet uith lvomen otrlv
drrring a noort ltour.

l lecause of'thesc prol;lerns it seems best
to ltxrk at the church planting process
as a c()ntinutrrrr h-Ortr the emerrirlg
church t ( )  the establ ished church,  and
to allon' an all lr 'onren's qroup to be otr
t h a t  c ( ) n t i n u l n l r .  T h e s e  w o n l e t l ' s
{ r r ( )u})s  noLr l r l  l re  t r t t t ' t t t red ancl  c level -
opecl  . j t rs t  l ik t :  anv c l t t t r -ch,  n ' i th  car-e
given to a l lor l  t l rc  gr ' ( )u l )  to  ass i t r t i l : t t t :
n i t t . r r ra l lv  i t t to  t l re  l : t t 'get '  I to t lv  of ' tnetr
at rc l  wot t te t t .

In exegeting bil l l ical pass:rges, we treecl
fo pay close attenti()n t() the l ives ol'
\^,()nlen in tlrc Bible. to see what kinds
ol' rrrinistries w()nl<: l l  had in I srael's
re l isious s)'stern ancl later on Paul's
church p lant ing min is t ry  in  the ear ly
chu rches .  F  requen t l y ,  t he  cu l t u ra l
v iews o l '  women'dur ing b ib l ica l  t imes
is strikingly similar to what we see in
Islamic cultures today. If the women
back then could do what they did, we
should expect  no less for  Musl im
women converts toclay. As missionaries
we need to be praying for Lydias,
Priscil las, Phoebes, .funiases, Eunices,
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Seeclbed XV

[ ,o i ses ,Dc r r casesando t l r e r s l i ke t l r e r r l i pa to ryd i scuss io r - r . I n th i sa tn r< l sphe re ,
(Acts 16,  l8 ;  Rornans ib;2 ' f i 'not l ty  l ;  women are encouraged to ask ques-

A c t s g ) . . f < l t l r e m e a s u r e w e b e l i e r , e w e t i t r r r s a n d t t l s l r a r e i n s i g l r t s . ( 3 ) H o u s e
can have wonten l ike these in <lttt '  churches fircus less t"t1.'uui' lg church

c l r u t - c l r e s i s t l r e m e a s u r e b y w l r i c l r w e s e r v i c e s a t r d m < r r e ( ) n t l } e t r a t r s f < > r n r a .
wil l receive these wotnt' ' '  i ' ' t tt '  t" ' t '  t i t lnal ministr-ies o[' changirrg l ives' In

chtr|cltes t<lt lay' 
' i t i '  tt"ttt*t '  a Mttslirrl w()l l l :t l l  c:rn ask

A 1'r.acticar rhe<,r<,s'rr r.i.isrr.ics ., Illti,l,:,:li:,:l:lllJlJJ'il,;li;'illlT,l
Nl r r s l i r r r  \ \ ' ( ) l l l e l r  t t t t t s l  i t l so  l r t ' r I t ' v t ' l oP t ' i t  

. i r i i . i t : " r r  , , t '  , , l l r . ' t  l l r r r r i l r  r r r e r r r l l e ' s  r r i l l -

; r s ; t  t c s t t l l  o l ' l r r k l l e s s i l l g  t l l ( ' l l  l ( ' l l  
l r t , r ' t ' t ' e i ' i t t g  t l l c  s i t t t t e  i t t t c t l t i . t t  a t t t l

neer ls .  
- l 'h is  covers l l r ( , ) l 'c '  t l t " "  

, : l t ' l :  hc lp.  B. t  pe lhaps the s iugle nrost

, , t , t , l r i r r u  t l r e  t l i l r l e  t o  t l r e i I  t t r c r l t '  l l  
i , r r r , , , . t . , , r ,  a t l r ' : r r t t l t t t t '  i s  t l r e  r t a t t t t ' a l

r r \ . , , i , . . ' , ' " . , t i , t g  a  r ' l t t t t l l t  s r s t t ' t t t '  l t t t t l  
" , r i i , ' , r , t , t t " , t t : t  

l t . t t s t ' t l t t t t ' t ' l t  g i vcs  l i r r '

rn i . is t r - ies u ' i th in t l ta t  svster l r ,  u  l r ich 
' r r , , r , ' " , - r  

t .  < le ye lgp t l re i ' '  g i t ts  and

ni l l  r r r i rkc Nl t rs l i r r l  \ \ ' ( ) r l lc l l  f 'ec l  s i r { 'e  i r r r< l  
i . r ,J" t t f , ip '  i .g 'e t l ier t ts  r leccsszrr }  t ( )

c . t . [ i r r - t i r l l le  in  r r ' l r ic l r  l l tc \  t r t t t  s t 'or r . i t t  in . , .pr , r . t , . rc t i i in  ot 'cht t t 'c l r '

ffi 
-t1,.,..:l"lll,,l,\::l'i-il\,J:l";,:li: one - p'lacticar nretrr.d we "sed t'lr

t:rtecl in house churches' Altlrotrgh the clevelop w()l l lel l '  
in their- gitts and

..r 'r i . ui,st Mttslir l l  c()l l t..xt.s rvil l  be it..a"ttrt ip wLts' t l 'rr 'ugh a children"s

h<,r.rse cr*rr.crres, sacu\ ro say, .nrarl,v i]:::i:'Jl ,l;ll'l,?i:li,,J:l],,,-:il::.'+ill
illii:":ll'';:'i:;::J,'1i""u,";\'1,'l;::'l :$[:: ,:iff:;i]liJ, lf,,'J'i;,1l,illi
hottse chltt 'ches' J' l lcv etlt l  ttP rePll)- 

ecl.,coti.r, ' , .[:t 'e c' i lcl.e' '  C'i ld.etr cltd

J,.,. i,tg' or trying to t 'eprocltrce' the 
r-i irrt in., iaute ttrenr, a.d t^eir nat'ural

minirir ie, of a traditional church struc- 
i,r* f". the chilclren compelled them

ture, thereby inadvertently losing 
ir-,t., *i. irtt 'y. The women learned how

,-, ',ur-,y ,rpp.r.tt init ies given thern by the 
," 0."t, ,.uil, Biblt stories' and mem-

I tot tse chrr rch r r rodcl  lo t '  t l tc  t t to t 'e  
f . i i . "  Sn. ip ture a lorrg wi th t 'e :L i l .d t t l

l l p i<1  a r rd  deepe l  sp i l i t  r r : r l  [ r ow  t l t  i  b . l i " r .  t l t o r  l r av ing  a  ch i l d ren ' s

esi rec ia l l l  lbr  Mrrs l im \ \ ' ( ) l l lc l r '  min isrry  is  an imp.r ta l ) t  par t  o l  o ls-

-l.her.e are numerous :rd'ant:rges for cipling Muslirn wonren believers'

l;?'J:Jl.:1'",:*":.ji""i'il:.;":l'jl 
rraining Leaders and Exiting

(l) House cl ',urches wil l usually form This phase includes completing the

around tamily networ-ks atrd so are ;;;;tit by training and appointing of

plzrces where wornen can feel mosr i;;;..r. 
'oevebping 

them and then

c.'rforrable. rrr* i, t ir. ir domain, and ..r".t i"g t*,em into leadership' Many

where they feel 'utt- *ltft people -they 
missionJries would say that the com-

know. (2) House churches depend less i it '1"" "r 'ftt 
thl:-:n occurs when male

()n ()l le teacher and t 'trclre on partlc- t ldtt '  are appointed' But as I have

1,1



tr ied to point out in this article, male
elclership (while certainly in.rportant) is
not the only leadership criteria for a
sel f - -susta in ing and grorv ing church
anrong Muslims. 7-itu.s 2:3-5, tuhere the
ol.der uomen are training the younger

luoilrcn, nust also he in pla.ce. Hou tl.reir
leatlelship responsibil i t ies ar-e clefin-
ecl - as elders, past()rs, senior- sltep-
her-ds,  u ' i l l  be shaped bv
the theol<>gical conr,ictiotrs of't lre rnis-
s i ona r i es .  My  p lea  i s  f i  , r ' n r i ss io ru r r i es  t< r
go beyond tit les and olfices ancl to
()pen up the concept  < l { 'chur-c l r  leader-
ship to what  u ' i l l  be best  for  Nl r rs l inr
women. \\brnen learling u'ort 'rcrt, in
co()perat i ( )n and p:r l ' tne l 'sh ip r r ' i th
nren,  is  what  wi l l  be best  [ i r r  thern.

When the pastor ol ' the clrrrn:h we
planted in Indonesia u'as or-clainecl, his
w'if-e was ordainetl nith hinr. It rr ':ts
c lcar  f i 'orn the beginni r rg t l ra t  t l re l
\\ 'ere a teartt, l ttrcl t.hat shc rr':ts beittg
cornrn iss ioned into t l te  tn i r r is t t ' r '  : t lo t rg
wi t l r  her  husband.  Sevela l  ycat 's  e i r t - l ie  t ;
as they were c()ntenrp lat i r rg p;o i t ru i r r t<r
the ministry, they l<xrkecl t: losely at the
l'r ' iscil la and Aquila rnotlel in the New
'li:stanrent. -fhey 

believed this w:rs the
moclel they wanted to {ir l low. When the
wili: gave birth to her sccon<l sort
durir-rg this tirne, shc :rrtrl lrer lrusbancl
named hi rn Aqui la ,  s igni ly ing thei r
teamwork in the leadership of' the
church.

In summary,  I  have d iscussed the
problem of why Muslim w()nlen aren't
becoming part of emerging churches,
and have given suggestiolls for the
a t t i t udes  and  ac t i v i t i es  rn i ss io r ra r i es
should take in  each of  the seven
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phases  o f  ch t r l ch  p lan t i ng  amor rg
Musl ims. ' f 'hese suggest ions inc lude:
praying firr compassion fbr Muslinr
women; builcl ing trlrst by acting as
honorable rvonlen; brineing God into
the everydal' l i fe of a Mtrslim wornan;
c leveloping a re levat t t  and helptL l
ecclesiologv, pr-actical theoloel' o{' ntitr-
istry ancl biblical rnoclels for disciple-
ship;  ancl  developinu ancl  appoint i r ru
w()nlen leaclers.
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