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\ \ 'aut rer ' .  l ) t lna ld E '  199:r '  Anxious for

Ar iageddon.  Scot tdale,  Petrn:  Heral t l

I ' ress.-  ISI IN 0836136519'  252 pages'

Available fr<lm Amazon UK at t9'U2'

Rtn,ietrted Iry Dtn'irl ()reen l c'e'

D<lrralcl \VagIrer slleirks [i l t '  ir segtttetrt

o l  Atnel i t :a t r  evatr t le l ica l  ( l l r r is t ian i tv

too  o l l c t t  l l o t  l t e i t t ' < l  i r t  t l r t '  r ' o t t t l l l ex

r l c l t ; t l t '  ov t ' t '  l s r ' : r t ' l '  t l l e  l ' : t l t ' s t i t l i : t t t

re l i rgces,  " the land" arrd l l i l l l ica l  esc l ta-

t . r l , rs f  .  A l t l ro t rsh at  t i l r tcs t l rk ing Pains

t() exl)l 'css thiit hc is trot agairrst t lrc

I t ' t r ' s .  
' l t t '  

i s  t l r r i t t '  t  l c : t l  l r  l t l  o< l< l s  r r  i t l r
' i 1 , , , r . '  

r , l r , ,  l r t l l r t  . \ t i t l r s '  i r t t  l r r t I i r r u  (  ] l r r i s -

,in,t., r,:; set:ottcl-clirss rr ' lr i le trn<:l ' i t ic:rl lr"

acce pt inu t l le  s t i t te  o[ ' Is lac l '  ant l  r r ' l t l t l  t t

. l ,r.r, o, \r. i"g <l{ 'anrl blcssecl l ly (itd'

Altlrotrl{h \\ 'agner does not prouitle :r

deuileii theoiireical t-easotrittq lor- his

l los i t io t l .  l t is  i t t 'g t t tn t 'n ts  lo l lor r  l r r r r i l l t ' -

i r i . r l  Re l t , r  r r r cd  l i r r cs '  a t t r I  t l t ' r t r r '  l i  o r t t  l l t t '

l i kes  o l ' ( l a l v i n ,  Be r - kho t '  an r l  S to l t ' ' l ' l r e .

tlrre lsrzrel of todal' is trot t l le state ()t

Isr:rel btrt "believers in the Nlessiah'

evetr i[ they are (]enti les"' he qu()tes

Stotr  as saying '  \ \ r i th  th is  general

oosi l io t t  establ ished'  \ \ 'agt tet  ( ( ) l t t l r lues

i , i ,  a , t n l v r i s  o l ' Z i on i s rn  an t I  po l i t i ca l

events trp to 1994 in the N'l iclcl le East'

r ' t,aki,tg a passior-rate call f i lr crit ical

" r tu toJ, t t . , , i  
r ' r  i th  lsr  et ' l  a l rd srrpp ' t  t

l i . , , t l t . i r ,  iur  Arabs too o l ie t t  n l is t t  t tdet- -

st()od or ignored by \Vestet-tr evangel-

ical Cl'rristians'

I f irund the book both helPful and

t.,r.rbling, the kind of bcxrk that won't

let nte lr-rst shelve it and forget it '

()t l 'rers 
-irave 

cloubtless presented a

trirr.,,ry of the Zionist ln()venlent alrd

iiot.rrirt iott issr-re, but I have not found

one in such readable sty le '  Tr  gauge

t l r e  accu racy  o l ' p resen ta t i on '  I  w r l u l d

appreciate a rev iew t t f  l r is  presenta l l ( ) l l

t i i . in t  u  Messiani t '  Jew c 'nrmi t ted t t r

reconcil iatiort rvith the Arabs' Perhaps

lack ing  i n  t he  p rese t r t a t i on  i s  t he

,l"..rg,i ir i,r,t t lrat rlne histolical trxrt oI

anti-. icnlit isnl is his olvtt it<lolltetl theo-

i . , u i r . , , t  pos i t i o t t '  t l r a t  i s '  t l r a t  I s r i r e l  l l as

, , . ' iw  b . . , t  t l i s l t l ; xe r l  l r l  t l r e  ( l h t r r t  l r '

!-r,cn be{<l'e the [irtrnclinu of' h-r'angel-.

icals l irr Mirl<llc F-ast Urrcler-stanclitrs' o['

*i l icl, lVag,rer is it setriol ' leacler' l-re

lra<l t lcve lolletl r lr irnl ' l inks u'ith the

ni faai .  [ .ast  ( ]o t r r rc i l  i r t 'Chtr rchcs '  I t  is

i,"fptr.,f to have M!'(l( l positiorrs, and

i:ir. i.* p..r"nted in this book' btrt I f i :ar

;i;;; \ i",g".r gl,sses over the ' ital

cloctrinal clifi'elences betweeu the var-

ious MF-CC con{'essiotrs ancl his evan-

gelicirl reaclership' as n'ell l ls his owtr

I;..r lr1't.. in,l l '(x)ts' ()r 'artted' in one

book he cann()t. covel' all these tssues'

["i i r"il"a to [i.d :rnv hi't of critical

irnalysis o[ ()rthodox' Marontte' or

.rttt". d,r.trinal issues' Instead' if any-

thing, there were the old crit iques of

"ru"!"fi.uf 
proselvtisrn which Fuller

i.- i?o.y't bonald Robeck recently

said, in response to MECC documents'

; ;;" ofien dehned for' not with'

evangelicals.

One of the key issues missing from.the

book is  that  of  evar tgel ism o[  Musl ims'

Granted' the historic churches had a

* i r . , . r r ,  even  wh i l e  re lega ted  .  
t o

dhimnri status' But while condemning

some apPl'oat'hes lre perceives ̂ i"::"..

s i t iue,  very l i t t le  is  sa id to suggest  that

tlt" ,r,-,ly liope for the regkrn is in Jesus
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Chlist, which wil l entail active witness
among Musl ims.  Over-a l l ,  I  be l ieve
lVagner has done a bet ter  job at
e n g a g i n g  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n s  t h e
MECC than undelstanding Western
(and other) evangelicals engaged in
missions to the Midclle East.

Flaving raised these issues, rvhv do I
recornnrend this brnk? I rlo rrot agt'ee
with all o[' Wagner's argrlrnents. l]trt
once in a n'hile it is good to have nry
hel ie ls  r ' l ra l lengedl  Miss ionl t l ies sen ing
zlrn()r][a Arabs may have ah'eacly' shaken
o{1 '  any escl - rato logical  r ( ) rn2lnt ic isrn
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regartl ing Israel. T'his book may' give
another  shake to such convict i ( )ns.
Fr"rrther, it provides insishts into the
N,{ECC frorn an outsider who l 'ras been
involved with thenr fi l t- manv vears.
Finally, it may help in developing a
greater appr-eciation for t lre struggles,
c l ra l lenges,  and persorra l  h is t t t ry  of
Arab Chr is t ians.  Al l  o f  th is  can help
t rs ,  I  be l ie ie,  to  bet tc l  br- ic lge t l le  sap
bet lveen the ex is t ing c l r r r rc l tes ancl
Muslim backgr'orrn<l bclievers zrs they,
Ioo.  l le t 'onr i r r {  a  g lorr i r rg prcserrce i r t
the Midclle F-ast.

Ltrn'e, Chuck. Territorial Spirits and
World Eaangelisation. l 'ublished by
N{entor/()N{F-, lSt}N I 8ir7 92 399 5,
prrperbut k. I t '{9 p;rgcs.
Ilet'it:ued ht Ba.;heer,llxlulluli (ll'e.stunt
It:rttnutker u'orkin.g in tltc [)ettitt.strlu ).

I  rve l l  r -ernernl le l  the f i rs t  t i r r rc  I  curnc
i n t o  c o r r t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p l a c t i t ' c  o f
"rvalf:rre prayer". A fi ' ien<l u,lro n'as
p lay ing  wou lc l  : r l t e r t t a te  be tu ' ee t r
acldressing G<ld and addressins Satan
anc l  ce r ta in  sp i r i t s . - l ' he  t e r -n rs  o I
acldress wele conf't 'ont2lt ive uncl ptrrr 'o-
ca t i vc ,  as  i l  t  l r e  spcake l  r v l r s  l r t t cn rp t i nu
to wountl the Devil with wortls. It was
very disconcerting, believirrg as I had
been taught that prayer is addt-essed to
God, and that nowhere in the Scrip-
tures are we commanded to address
Satan but with respect due to his great
power and mal ice.  Since then,  the
practice has grown dramatically, and
it makes great claims to it-npot-tance firr
ttre missionary enterprise. It is increas-

i ns ly  contend ins  f i r -  p r io l i t y '  in  funds

ar . rd  ac t iv i t ies .  F -xpens ive ,  e labora te

praver  wa lks  f i r r  sp i r i tu : r l  rnapp ing  o [ '

denronic tcrr- i tor ies, attd :r t tew kind ol '
"p rav ine"  a r -e  p r ( ) ln ( ) tec l  as  the  ( la tes t )

ke l  to  w 'o r - l r l  ev l r t tge l i s : r t io r r .  t - i kc l r '

none o l '  t l re  tea< le t ' s  o f  Seec lbec l  w i l l

be  iun( ) r 'an t  o l  t l re  p l rc r r ( ) t l re r l ( )n .

( l l r L r c k  l . o s e ' s  l x , o k  i s  l t t t  e x a t t t i n a l i , r t t

o [ ' the  theo lv  : rnd  pnrc t i ce  o f ' "S t ra teg ; ic

l-evel Spi l i trral \ ! 'al l :u'e" (Sl.SW). Tir a

large extent, t l re brxrk is an er ' :r luation

o l '  t l r e  w r i t i n g s  o [ '  l ' e t e r  W a g n e r ,

althouglr t l re l i telature actttal ly cor'-

erecl is quite corrrpreltetrsive. Hc c:rre-

Iul ly weighs thc t lreory, practices, and

claims ol '  the nl()vement in l ight of

bibl ical studies, church history, anthro-

pological and sociokrgical considera-

t ions. His conclusions are compell ingly

against the practice as unsubstantiated

by  Ho ly  Scr ip tu re  and lack ing  in

unambiguous enrpir ical evidence, atrd

he shows that the lvhole theory of
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