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Editor's Comments

Again we apoltlgize fi lr the laterress of this second issue firr lggg. I have undergole
both radiati<tn and a bone rnarrow transplant for treatment of Myeioma cancer, apcl
have been laid aside fbr nrost of the quarter. Strength is now beginning to return
and I am slowly picking up the srrands of ministry which were le"ft unaitended.
In this issue you wil l f ind articles on severar differe.t sub-jects. p.G., a field
practitioner in the Arab lVorld, considers in two articles how best we can respolcl
to persecurion of christians ir.r the Muslim world and can help those who ar.e
victirns oFsuch. A bibliography flor both articles is attached to the second. R. I].. a
linguist with long experience in the Arab World, challenges our thinking as ro r5e
minimal contenr. of belief necessary to salvation. Do you igree with him? we invite
y<rur Feedback! We hope that future issues of Ssedbed wlll contain other articles on
his research into the significance oilinguistic, biblical, and Middle-Eastern usage
of different messianic titles and especially rhe rerm "son of God." we hope ali<,
tlrat Donna Smith's report will stimulate grearer input to seedbed or-, *Lnr.^',
rninistries in the Muslim world.
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What one must believe about Jesus
in order to be saved bY faith in Him

RKK B.

It has not been uncommon in some

Christian circles to say that belief irr the

divinity of Jesus is a requirement lbr

salvation.l As a result, well-meaning

Christians have argued then'rselves t<>

exhaustion trving to convince their

non-Christian friends that Jesus is

God, to no avail '  Or theY try to

convince them He is the offsPring of

God, not realizing how offensive that

remark is, and not understanding it

themselves.2 TheY are then con-

founded to see PeoPle give their

allegiance to Christ after an encounter

with Him through a Scripture mPe or a

dream, and then being quite oPen to

learn about  the Tr in i tY and the

atonement. This should not seem

strange; it is how the Lord is working

and ii is Biblical. The problem is with

us, because we follow evangelistic tradi-

tions rather than the Word of God'

Where, for examPle, does one find the

sinner's prayer in the Bible as the way

to receive Christ? It is a useful tool, but

it is not a ritual required for salvation'

Faith in Christ is adequate for sal-

vation.

But what does saving faith entail? It is

clear from the Scriptures that a Person

is saved, not by doctrine per se, but by

personal taith in Jesus as Christ his

Lord.'The requirement for salvation is

to believe on or in Jesus, but this

relational faith is nevertheless based

on what one believes aboat Jesus' One

believes that Jesus has a particular role

or status (called his name in the Bible)'

and one trusts him and PersonallY

accepts him in that capacity' Bu1 
1o

all who received him, who believed in

his name, he gave Power to become

chi ldren of  God (John l :12) ' "

But what must one minimally believe

about the role (name) ofJesus in order

to put faith in him adequate to enter

the Kingdom and be saved from con-

demnation?

There are many ScriPture Passages

that state what people should believe

to be saved or did believe when theY

were saved. These passages utilize a
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variety of' t i t les for .fesus, but the issue o{'criteria frrr salvation. Criteria
itt lp()rtatrt t l t ing to note is that not strch as repentance and baptisrn ale
otrce does it state that one must under'- not included unless they' bear'on what
stand the c l iv in i ty  of 'Jesus to be saved. i  one must  bel ieve about  Jesus.  l< l r
Biblical passages on the divinity of' exanrple, in the long ending to Mark
Christ ar.e acldressed to tSose w6g it says, He who believes and is baptized
have already believed{t in Jesus as the wil l be saved; but he who does not
Chr is t  tSei r  L ' rd and Savior .  In  fact ,  ;1  bel ieve wi l l  be condemned (Mark

is qtrite clear Frorn the passages listed 16:16). This fails to say what otre

below that what is required for salva- should believe about Jesus, although

tion is a personat decision to accept and it could be argued that since the (iospel

follow Jesus as the Lord Chrisi, who is about the Kingdom, what one must

rules from heaven and is coming asain believe is that Jesus is the King, a tit le

to judge the living and the dead"ani to Jesus uses of himself rather sparingly

usher h is  people in to the Kingdom. (Mt25:40;Jn l8 :36) '  Lukerecordsthat
-fhose 

*ho put their faith i.," hi* at the birth of Jesus the angels pro-

receive the for-giveness of sins, the claimed him a saaior, who is chri'st the

regenerario,r u.rd guidance oi th. 
Lord (Lk 2:l l) '  and that soon after-

,T- r lr::,::g :ii:1.,J "r .,.*.i i:;i; :ffiffi'HlTi"il;, 1',!irrre rn tne r\lngclom oI uoct' 
2:2}-32),but these are not presented as

The passages below are presented in necessary or sufficient beliefs for sal-
Biblical order. They were chosen, not vation. Jesus tells the woman in Luke
just because they gave names to Jesus 7:b0 thit her faith has saved her, but
or talked of someone's faith, but the content of the faith is not men-
because in some way they indicated tioned (although it must have been
criteria for salvation with regard to directed towards Jesus). Statements of
faith in Christ Jesus. The focus is on faith by disciples ofJesus have not been
saving faith, not faith to be fruitful or included, even ifJesus affirmed them,
move mountains, and not on beliefs in unless they are combined with assur-
other issues. Statements about Jesus ances of salvation.T Similarly, state-
are included only if they bear on the ments about following Jesus have not
5 F'or that rnatter, it is not stated that onc must understand the atoning value ofChrist's death in order to be saved.

His atonement bcnefits his believing folkrwers whether they unde rstand it or not. The closest thing to mentioning
the atonenrent. in evangelisrn is f<rund in Acts tl. Since Philip began his message with the text in Isaiah 53 that the
Ethiopian ofl icial was reading, it rerns l ikely that Phil ip explained to him not only the death of the Messiah but
a lso t l t csacr i l i c ia l  va lueo[ ' tha tdeath .  E l rcwhere inActs , thec lea thandresur rec t ionofChr is t i spresentedasanact
ol porver that detrr()nstrates that.lcsus is the Messiah; it is the sign ofJonah thatJesus forirold, but it is not
gerterally prrrlairrretl as a sacrif ice lor sins. Its redenrpt.ive value is explained to believers in the Epistles and in

.  John 's  wr i t i r rgs  (e .g . , . fohn I  I :50-51 ;  I  . fohn  l :7 ;  2 :2 ;  4 :10 ;  Rev  l :5 ) .
" "And wc irnpart t lr is in words not taught by lrtrrnirn rvisdorn brrt tauglrt by the Spirit, interpretingspiritual truths to

t lu rsewl ropossess thcSp i r i t . "  ( l (b r in th ians2. l3 ) "Whent l reSp i r i to f t ru thcomes,hewi l l  gu ide l 'ou in toa l l  the

*  t r r r t h "  ( 1 0 h i l  l 0 : 1 3 ) .
' "l ietr ttot. l i tt le fkrck, for it is yrrrr Fatlrcr's go<xl pleasrrrc to give you the kingdour. (Luke l2:32)

" . . .  rc io i<e  t l ta l  xnr r  nnn lcs  a re  r r r i t te r r  in  heavcr r . "  ( l ,uke  I ( ) : l l 0 )
. ' l . l t < : r s ; t i < l t t r t l t e l r t r t l t a t r ' ' ' l t i s t x l l t l t t g e r l r c c i t t t s c t r f . 1 t l t t t t r r l r t l s l l t a 1 r r ' e b e ' l i e r ' e , [ o r u ' e l r a r ' e

ru t t< l  t rc  k r tos  t l ra t  t l r i s  i s  i r r t l cc t l  r l r c  S i r io r  o l  t l re  uor l t l .  ( lo l r r r  -1 : {2 )
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been incluclecl, even though they bear

on faith in him as one's l<l 'd and

master', ut.rless they bear on th.e ques-

tion of what one must believe'8 ltalics

have been added to highlight the roles

ofJesus in which one must believe' and

thi word name has been italicized as

well, where it means Jesus role in

general.e

The thief on the cross "said' Jesus;

remember me whert You come into

your hingdun'. And he said to him'
-'Truly, 

I saY to You, todaY You will

be wi th me in Paradise ' " '  (Lk

23:4243) [i.e., the thief believed

thatJesus is Christ the King'

And as Moses lifted uP the serPent

in the wilderness' so mustthe Son of

man be lifted uP, that whoever

believes in him maY have eternal

life. For God so loved the world

that he gave ftis on\ Son, that

whoever believes in him should

not Perish but have eternal life'

$ohn  3 :14 -16 )

TrulY, trulY, I say to You, he who

hears m1 word and believes him uho

sentrn'e, has eternal life; he does not

come in to  j udgmen t ,  bu t  has

passed from death to life' (fohn

5:24;  c t .6:29;  16:30)

Sinron Peter answered him, Lorzl '

to whom shall we go? You have tl 're

worcls of eternal l i f 'e; and we ltave

believed, and have cotl le to kttolr ' '

tlrat you are the HolY One ol' God'

lesus answered them'  Did I  not
"alr.,.,r. you, the twelve, and one of'

vou is a devil? (ohn 6:68-70) ltn

Act:; 4:30Jesus is called C}od's Ho11

Sentrmt.l

" ' . . . for tou wi l l  d ie in  lo t t r  s ins

untis yoi, belieue that I am he'' TheY

said to h im,  
'Who are You?'Jesus

said to them,'Even what I haae toLd

you from the beginning'tt' "' When

you"haue litted uP the So1 nf ':n' ' l i

ih.n y.,r.,r wil l know that I am /rr"'

... '  As he sPoke thus, manY be-

lieved in him." (fohn 8:24-30)'

lesus asked the blind man he had
"healed. "'Do you believe in the Son

of man?' He answered, 
'And who is

he, sit, that I maY believe in him?'

Jesus said to him, 
'You have seen

ii*, u.td it is he who sPeaks to

vou.' He said,'I-ard',I believe;' and

ire worshiPPed him'" $ohn 9:35-

a t  I

I  esus  sa id  t o  he r ,'resurreclion 
and thc lzP: he who

believes in me, though he die' Yet

shall he live, and whoever lives and

" 
..An.l er,ery <,,re wlxl lras leti houses or brothers or sisters.or'[atlrer or mother or children or lands, for tlry natne s

r;il:: ;;ll ' i....ei"". 
"'itt"a..,uttrA "ttd 

ithttit etcrnal lil 'e'" (Matthcw l9:29)

1,""','y'i:ili*.1'ii;ii*';;ii;'[':li'ff[*ifi1;Trm,'rxllilt,i:trJx;'fli:ll":ilfi,l''i.iiiiii:lil:ili
It i :2'1-25) 

resse<l rhat rhe enphasis is on pers'nal t ir ith irr.Jesus
1| Brrt i l  ortc lurks at all ol the verses on this issrre' one ls t l l lp

(lhrisr, with l itt lc f irtrs ott his role or rratrlre

"' x,,," i't'^i *r'^t.lcsus hatl .utjJ t'in""ll t'rrn tlre bcsinling;l 
lll; i:U[ li:T,, n.,u, ,in,." tt is 'rie. suggeste<l

)']j;;lUUll;ii,i:,,',',"Jilili iiil,lii:illi::[il]'lii,li;i;;;,;i;;.;l'.r..ii,,-e*i.r.':t:r.t' wirere rre'rcrrs !i.rs'

;;;$Ii:[i,ti:l*:**till:Jrn*Til liii[;,'i'l':lilll lllr\.:,*;.:ff:,',','.'i:iri,:iil\"ll:i:li"]ll:
't,,'"L,i".iil,i, il ',i;;t't ,x' i-t;]ral'{, it i 't ut*' qtritc tlil l i:rcrrt fronr !-xrt<lus ll:l-1'



believes in me sh:rl l never die. D<r
you bel ieve t l r is?"  She said to h im,
"Yes, I-orcl; I believe that yorr :rre
the Ohrist, t l te Son of'God, he uho is
coming ittto l lu lttorld." (John I l:25-
27)

b t r l  t l r ese  a re  r . r r i t t en  t ha t  l o r r  may
believe tlrat -f esus is tlw Chri.st, tlrc
Son ol (krl ,:rn<l that believing you
rrray lrave l ifb in \is nanze. {ohn
2 0 : 3 1 )

"Let all the house of Israel there-
fore know assuredly that God has
nrade l'rim ltotb Lord and Christ,
this Jesus whom y<lu crucified."
Now when they heard this they
were cut tO the heart. and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles,
"Brethren, what shall we do?" And
Peter said to them, "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
(Acts 2:36-38)

Acts 3.14 th,e Holy and Righteous
One ... the Author of lrft ... his Christ

the Clrrist appointed for you,

Jesus.... God, having raised up frei
seruant, sent him to you first, to
bless you in turning every one o[
you from your wickedness." ... But
many of thosb who heard the word
believedl and the number of the
nren canle to atrotrt five thousand.
(Acts i l: 11-4:4)
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Iltrt rvhen they believed Phil ip as he
pleached good news a l tout  t l te
kirrs(l()rn of'G'od and the nante o|

.fesus f, 'hjsl, they were baptized,
both n.ren and women. (Acts 8:12)

You know the word which he sent
to Israel, preaching good news of'
peace by Jesus C/rrzif (he is Lord of'
c / / ) ,  (Acts 10.36) '2  . . .And he corn-
marrded us to preach to the people,
and to testify that he is the one
ordained @ God to be judge of the
liaing and the dead. To him all the
prophets bear witness that every
one who believes in him receives
forg iveness o[  s ins through h is
nenle." While Peter was sti l l  say'ing
this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
lreard the word. (Acts 10:42-44) ...
" ... God gave the same gift to them
as he gave to us when we believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ ... " (Acts
I  l :  l 7 )

And they said, "Believe in the Lord

Jesus, and you wil l be saved, you
and your household." And they
spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all that were in his house.
And he took them the same hour of
t  h e  n i g h t ,  a n d  w a s h e d  t h e i r
wounds, and he was baptized at
once, with all his family. (Atts
I  6 :3  I  - 33 ) r3
'I'he 

tirnes of ignorance God over-
l<loked, but now he comrnands all
luren everywhere to repent, because

' '  \\ 'hi lc t lrcrc rlere nrarrl kinus in the Rornarr cnrl)irc, l l lele ha<l been only one l-tn'd-Caesar. Non .lcstts nas
tc rogr r izc - r l  t ( )  l ) c -n ( ) t . ius t  'K i r rgo l ' the . lews" - l r r r t  " [ ,o r r l  o f  a l l . "  l r r  t l re  contex t  th is  i s  basesot r  Psa l rn  I  l0 :  l ,  t l r c  n r rs t
< l r ro ted  ve lsc  i r r  t l re  Nt : r '  I  cs t l [ len l :  " . l  l r c  t , ( )R l )  sa \s  to  [ r \  k r r< l :  

'S i t  
a t  n r r  r igh t  hanr l ,  t i l l  I  r r takc  rour  c t tc t r r i cs

vor r r  l i x r ts t rx r l . "  - t - ( )R l ) -  i s  o f  cor r rsc  a  t ra r rs la t io r r  o l  ( io t l  s  nar r rc  in  He l l rew,  \ 'H \VH,  b r r t  "k r rd"  becot r tes  i t
\ l css ia r r i r  t i l l c .

" ' \ l ; r t . \ r l l r r r r
sa l r l r t ion  i r r  l r l l  o l  S t r ip t r r r t . . . .  [ {e  t t r )cs  ( ) r r  t ( }  a t l< i . \ c ts  ? : i l t i  as  nc l l .
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he has fixed a daY on which he wil l

juclge the world in righteousness,by.'o 
rrin uhon lrc has oPPoin'ted' and of

this he has given assurance to all

men by ra is ing h int  f rom the

dead."  . . .But  some men . jo ined
him and bel ieved, . . . (Acts 17:30-

34)

. . .When he arr ived,  he great lY

helped those wl.ro through grace

had belieued' for he PowerfullY
con fu ted  the  Jews  i n  Pub l i c ,
showing bY the scriPtures that the

Christ wasJesus. (Acts 18:27-28)

...testifying bodr to Jews and to

Greeks of rePentance to God and

of faith \n our Lord Jesus Christ'

(Acts 20:21)

And Paul said,'-fohn baptized with

the baptism of rePentance, telling

the peoPle to believe in the one uho

uas-to corle after him, that is, Jesus'"
On hearing this, theY were baP-

tized in the nome of the Lord Jesus'
(Acts l9:4-5)

if you confess with Your liPs that

Jesus is Lord and believe in Your
heart that God raised him from the

dea.d, you will be saved. (Romans

l0 :9 )

[We l  kn t lw  tha t  a  man  i s  no t

justified by works of the law but

through faith in Jesus Chrisl' even

we have believed in Chtist Jesus, in

order to be justifiecl bY faith in

Christ, and not bY works of the law,

because by works of the law shall

no one be.justif iecl. (Galatians 2' 16)

I  have been cruc i f ied wi th

Christ; it is no krnger I rvho l ive,

but  Chr is t  who l ives in  me;  and the

lif 'e I now live in the flesh I l ive b,v

faitlr in tlte Son oJ' God, who loved

nre at rd gave h imsel f '  f i r r  me'

(Cialatians 2.20)

h'rdeed I count everything as loss

because of the surpassing worth o{-

knorving Chdst Jesus mY Loxl' " ' ,

not having a righteousness of mY

owtr, based on law, but that which

is tlrrough faith in Christ, the right- €

"o,rrr,.ri 
from God that dePends

on faith; (Phil iPPians 3:8-9)

Every one who believes thatJesus is

the Chrlst is a child of God, and

every one who loves tl-re Parent
loves the chi ld .  ( l  John 5:  l  )  "  '

Who is  i t  that  overcomes the

world but he who believes that

Jesus is the Soz of God? ( I John 5:5)

The reader can see that the salvation is

offered to those who put their faith in

Jesus as their Lord Messiah, and that a
'number 

of different Messianic titles are

acceptable. These include the Ch'rist, he

who'is coming into the world, the Son of

God,, the Son of Man, the Lord, and

others. All of the Messianic titles refer

to Christ's roles; none refer to his

divine nature, (although the "Son of

Man" tit le is suggestive of this') There

is no statement saying that people must

believe that Jesus is God before they

can be saved, and it is quite clear thzrt

most of the early Christians had litt le

understanding of the TrinitY'

In fact, it seems unlikelY that many

people would be able to understatrd

ihe d iv in i ty  of  Chr is t  befbre thei r

mincls  have been regenerated and

enlightened b1' the Holy Spirit '  l 'hey

neeJ first t() receive Christ personally



as their Lord the Messiah, and then the
Hol l '  Spi r i t  can help them unclerstand
His c l iv ine nature.  Jesus h inted at  th is
when IJe said,

I have yet many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them
now. When the Spir i t  o f  t ruth
comes, he wil l guide you into all
the truth; He wil l glorify me, f<rr he
will take what is mine and declare it
t o  y o u .  ( f o h n  1 6 : 1 2 - 1 4 )  . . .  t h e
Spirit of truth ... wil l bear witness
to me (John l5:26)

And we impart this in words not
taugh t  by  human  w isdom bu t
tatrght by the Spirit, interpreting
sp i r i t ua l  t r u ths  t o  t hose  who
possess the Spirit. The unspiritual
man does not receive the gifts of
the Spirit of God, fior they are folly
to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are
spiritually discerned. The spiritual
man judges a l l  th ings,  but  is
himself to be judged by no one.
"For who has known the mind of
the Lord so as to instruct him?" But
we  have  the  m ind  o f  Ch r i s t .
(  I  Cor inth ians 2:  l3-16)

Jesus accepted his disciples and the
th ie f  on  t he  c ross  because  they
accepted Him as Christ their Lord.
That  was enough.  Al though Jesus
disciples marveled at His godlikeness,
they did not understand His divinity
unti l they had received the Holy Spirit.
We cannot  demand more of  pre-
believels t<lday.

On the negative side, those who reject
the King cz l r )not  be in  the Ki r rgdorn:
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But as fbr these enemies <l{'rnine,
wlro d i r l  not  wal l t  nre [ ( )  ]? lqz ( ) \ 'er '
thern, bring them hele and slay
them befbre me. (Luke 19:27).

He who believes in tlrc Son has
eternal l i fe; he who does not obey
the Son shall not see l ife, but the
wrath of God rests upon him.

Qohn  3 :36 )

Beloved, being very eager to write
to you of our common salvation, I
found it necessary to write appeal-
ing to you to contend for the faith
which was once for all delivered to
the saints. For admission has been
secretly gained by some wl.ro long
ago were designated for this cor-r-
demnation, ungodly persons who
pervert the grace of our God into
Iicentiousness and deny our only
Master and Inrd,, Jests Christ. (lude
3-4)

But if.fesus died and did not rise, then
he could hardly be "Lord of all", so
after the ascension of Jesus to the
throne in heaven, faith in his saving,
Messianic lordship required faith in his
resurrection as well:

If you confess with your lips that

Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. (Romans
l0:9) [repeated from above]

The God of our fathers raisedJesus
whom you kil led by hanging him
on a tree. God exalted him at his
right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel arrd for-
giveness of sins. (Acts 5:30-3 l; cf.
Acts 2:32-33)
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Ntlw I would remind you' brethren'

in rvhat ternrs I preached to you the

gospel ,  which You received'  in

*hi.h Yu., stand, bY which You are

saved, if You hold it fast-unless

you believed in vain' For I deliv-

ered to You as of first imPortance

what I also received, that Christ

died for ortr sins in accordance with

the scriPtures, that he was buried'

that he was raised on the third daY

in accordance with the scriptures (l

Cor inth ians l5 : l -4)

(Note, however, that Paul's remarks in

i Cor. t5 are intended to introduce the

topic of resurrection rather than to

give a full account of what one must

Lelieve to be saved; they are addressed

to people who already believe^that

J.s,rt ii the Christ but are confused
*ubo,rt 

the resurrection of the dead')

Although Paul's partial summary -o[
the GosPel in I Cor' l5:l-4 includes

the fact ihat "Christ died for our sins"'

there is no Scripture passage saying

that belief in this fact is a requirement

fior salvation. Romans 5:25 has some-

times been understood this waY, but

the context shows that the value of the

sacrifice is received by those who have

fa i th,  fa i th  in  Jesus Chr is t ' ra  The

sacrifice benefits those who put their

faith in Him, whether they understand

it or not. That is presumably the reason

it is not generally mentioned in the

Gospel proclamati<ltrs recorcletl in the

Scriptrrres.
' l-he presentations of'the Gospel f irurld

in the Scriptures are all Christoce,ntr-ic;

they focus on the role ofJesus as Szrvtor

uni Lord. By contrast s<lnle nlodern

t rad i t i ons  i n  evange l i sm a le  qu i t e

anthropocentric; they focus on tl le

hutnar cor-rdititln and on tl're bene{rts

o{' salvation. As fbr the minimal {acts *

about Jesus which one must believe in

o.de. io be able to accept Him with 
.a

saving faith, most books on systematrc

theology and soteriology fail l" :iy
anyth i ig .  Hoekema (1989) '  in  h is

b o o k  o n  s o t e r i o l o g Y '  g l v e s  0 n e

serltence, which however says nothiug

about Jesus and focuses on human

sinfulness and redemPtion:

We must have enough knowledge

to realize that we are sinners who

need redemPtion, that we cannot

save ourselves but that only Christ

can redeem us from sin and from

the wrath of God, and that Christ

died and arose for us' (142)

These are Scriptural teachings and can

help people to understand the Gospel

*.irug.,- but there is no ScriPture

saying that a person must believe any

ol thlm to bi saved, other than the

resurrection of Christ'

MacArthur (1988) concludes his book

on soteriology with a mucl-r fuller

statement that emphasizes acceptance

of Christ as Lord:

rr .'lJ.r ..w rhc rigtrre.usness of ()ocl has treen rnanif'estecl apart firrI. law' although ut" 1l* ?,il,fi:,l];t:i]lliilfil

:;:riiliirlf H:tTiimll*Unillfi:i]ili:l|i;x:i'#li*rk[:*;.ru5]i{iir
l,'i',',:.'iill'lllJ:::'lil:,:::iX';::J;:iliIi:::)fi:i,,''Tlilill"'l'i,';i"',,,"i.;'i ;'t,;a p,,,,..r "",: ror *rer si'rs; it'T a' t.
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-l 'his, 
then, is the gospel we are to

procla i rn:  ThatJesus Chr is t ,  who is
()od incalnate, humbled l{ irnself ' t<r
die on our behalf. Thus He becanre
the sinless sacrif ice to pay the
penalty of our guilt. He rose from
the dead to declare with power that
He is Lord over all, and He offers
eternal l i fe freely to sinners who
will surrender to Him in humble,
repentant faith. (210)

This statement is more Christocentric:
it mentions the facts one must believe
about Jesus, including His lordship,
and it menrions the saving act of faith
one must take on the basis of these
fhcts. It also mentions facts which are
Biblical but not basic to the Gospel;
they are true and beneficial to know
but belief in them is not a prerequisite
to saving faith. These include the
divinity of Christ and the penal sub-
stitutionary sacrifice accomplished by
the death of Christ.

By contrast, the arricles of faith listed in
I  T imothy 3:16 focus enr i re ly  on
Christ, who is the subject of every
clause.

Great indeed, we confess, is the
mystery of our religion: He was
manifested in the flesh. vindicated
in  t he  Sp i r i t ,  seen  by  ange l s ,
preached among the nations, be-
lieved on in the world, taken up in
glory.

These rlake l itt le mention of Christ's
divinityr5 or death or substitutionary
sacr-if ice, but they menrion the vindica-
rr At t tt;t l lr , i t otrlr ttte trt ions his preexiste ttcc. n'lr ich rr as e xpcctc<l of t lrc Mcssiah anywav, but later rnarrtrscripts nradc

, .  t l r c  i r r t r r r  r r ; r t i , ' r r  c rp l i t i r  h r  r l ta r rg i r ru  "he"  to  " ( i r<1"  i r r  t i r c  [ i r s t  c laLrse .
" ' R c t c i r i r l u . l e : t r i ; t r l , o t d c t t r r r i l s r c p c n l l r t r < c l i r r r r r s i r r , s i r r r c s i r r l r r , c l e f i n i t i o n i s t h a t u h i c h c o r l t r a r \ t ( ) t h e w i l l  o f t h c

[-oI <1.

u
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t ion of  His c la im to be the Lord
Messiah,  which occurred wirh His
l 'esurrection, and they rneltt i()n His
ascension to His thr-one in glory. His
exalted position as Lord is everywhere
implied.

In conclusion, it could be said that the
Gospel is very simple and does nor
require one to have a great depth of'
theological understanding. That may
come afterward, but it is not a pre-
requisite. What is required is simply to
put one's faith personally in Jesus as
the Messiah, meaning the Lord and
Savior.l6

But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God.
gohn  l : 12 )

After that begins the growth in the
Christian life and understanding.
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REACTING TO
In P.f;.

"The blood of'the mar-tyrs is the seed of

the church." Tertull ian's statenlent o[

de f i ance  ton 'a rds  t he  Pe l ' sec r l t i ng
R o m a n  a u t h 0 r i t i e s  h a s  P e r h a P s
become the most common Clrristiarl

statement on persecution' 
-fertull iarr

was accurately describing what he saw

happening in North Africa in his day'

u.rd h. was so imPressed bY the

suffering Christians he saw, that it

u.rr*"r"d his doubts about the faith

and he became a believer'

T h i s  s t u c l Y  a i m s  t o  s h o w  t ' h a t

Tertullian's defiance may not be the

onlv wav a church should react to

persecution. Wisdom is required' The

irirtory of the EarlY Church and the

churcir under Communism and in the

Arab world shows that there are many

different waYS to resPond to Perse-
cution. In Matthew l0 v 23, Jesus tells

his disciples, "When you are perse-

cuted in one place, flee to another'"

This suggests that his followers should

not go out of their waY to Provoke
persicution. At t imes theY should

.t.up. it if possible. We also note that,

although Tertullian praised the brav-

ery o[ Christians who offered them-

selves to the authorities in solidarity

when  one  o f  t he i r  number  was

sen tenced ,  CYPr ian ,  Or igen  and

others advised against it. In their

view, a Christian should not oblige

anyone to Persecute them and thereby

commit a sin. Moreover they noted that

many of the enthusiastic volunteers

were n()t nrature enough in their fhith

when their turn came to face the wild

PERSECUTION

beas ts  and  den ied  C l r l i s t ,  u ' h i ch

rcsul ted in  a negat ive wi t r tess '
'fhe response to persecution, then, wil l

depend on the circurnstances in which

the local church finds itself, ancl this

chatrgcs fi-om one country to another

ar-rd from one year to another' It is o

hoped that the factors outlined here

might helP church leaders decide

nvislely how to respond in their situation

and at a particular time' Maybe we will

also find that there are s()nle fhctors

which are in our power to chauge or

influence.

The unchangeable factors throughout

will be that we should expect Persecu-
tion and that we must hold firm to our

faith (or 'Confess' Christ as the early

Christians expressed it). On this there

can be no compromise. Persecutors will

try every means to attack and make us

deny Christ- It was Tertullian who

pointed out that Christianity was the

onlv crime which the judge tried to

mai.e the defendant deny-all other

criminals were tortured to make them

confess! So when suffering comes' we

must stand firm' (If we do fall and deny

Christ, however, Peter's exarnple shows

that there can be forgiveness')

l. The Size Of The Church

Size is a significant factor, especially

when we want to use the Early Church

or Eastern European churches as an

example for the Arab wor-ld' When a

chr,rcir is already large, it wields n-ruch

greater power: persecution calln()t take

place in secret and so g()\ 'ernnlents
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have to be nrore carefirl; there are
nrore bel ievers to encourage each
other; ancl rnass resistance could over-
whelm the legal system. In short, large
numbers of 'people cannot  s imply be
wiped out. Or, itthey are, it cannot be
done ir.r secret and so the number of
nrartyrs nray even result in church
growth.
'fhe 

problern we face in the Arab world
is that the church is t iny in size. It
could be wiped out relatively easily by a
ruthless government, which is unlikely
to face opposition from within the
country. Volunteering for martyrdom,
t h e n ,  n l a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .
Persecut ion wi l l  not  usual ly  br ing
much benefit. Lack of support may
also mean there is less incentive for
believers to stand firm, since few others
would know or care whether they were
'heroes' or not.

2. The Legal Status Of The Church

Persecution can happen to a legally
recognised church, as it does to the
Cop t i c  Chu rch  i n  Egyp t .  O the r
churches could be said to be semi-
legal in the sense that they may exist,
but only on certain conditions, such as
agreeing not to prozelytise. This is a
form of persecution.

In many Arab countries the church has
to exist underground and so is con-
stantly under threat of persecution.
This was the status of the church in
the Ronran Enrpi re unt i l  AD 313.
Attack fi'orn the 'top' came in waves,
b u t ,  b e r : a u s e  t h e y  w e r e ' o u t l a w s ' ,
Chr is t ians were a lways l iab le to be
denounced by sorneone r,vith a grudge
against thern, and tl.re Roman governor

Seedbed XIV

n'ould be obliged to .judge ancl con-
denrn them, even when i t  was nol
crrrrent Imperial policy. Does this not
seem familiar?

In some cases it may well be best to
remain underground, even when the
govel 'nment  inv i tes the church to
become legal .  Once declared and
open, the government can keep control
over or manipulate the church or its
leadership. The leaders may be put
under pressure to compromise, may be
subject to blackmail or could even be
government  appointees or  secret
agents. Lists of members could be
misused to discriminate in various
ways against them. Such subtle attacks
could be more effective than straight
oppression, while international opi-
nion is appeased by the 'legalised'

church..

An underground church is  much
harder for a government to watch
and control. It can be de-centralised.
It is not limited to a building. It is not
obliged to accept anyone as a member
or a leader and it does not have to sign
compromises on doctrine in order to
exist. On the other hand. it will remain
outside the law and any protection that
the law might give, so that believers wil l
have fewer rights in the legal system.
This leaves us with a dilemma: we pray
and campaign for legal recognition for
Christians in the Arab world, but if our
prayers were answered we should
welcome it with some suspicion. It
rnay just be a sign that those in power
have changed their tactics. Attack u'ill
probably continue in other ways. It
would be very important to set t lp
sal'eguards to pl-event conrpronlise

l 3



gr()u[)s. Recent cases seent to sltorr. that
intclnational pressure is efl i:ctive in
rrranl such cases and recent books on
the strbject all strongly support such ar.r
app roach .  The  ques t i on  a r i ses  o f
whe the r  t h i s  cou ld  make  ma t te rs
worse firr believers and the response
is to ask hor.v it ccluld get any worse. r\
Russian Christian said that 'they' 

can
onlv persecute in the shadows, so the
best thing to do is to shine a l ight on
what they are doirrg.

What abour publicity in the country
itself? It could give value and signifi-
cance [() the suffering, which might
()therwise feel so pointless. However,
this is asking a lot from rhose who
might suffer, so I wil l only leave ir as a
question ftrr each church to weigh up
fbr itself.

When Chr is t ians are at tacked by
Muslim groups, and more commonly
by their own f,amilies, such pressure
will not be so successful. In such cases
the internal strength of the church wil l
be more irnportant in a supportive
role, but this u'i l l  not come by chance.
Churches need to prepare themselves
to take on this role.

5. The Forms Of Persecution Being
Used

Most non-Christians, including perse-
cutors, think that death is the w<lrst
th ing that  can happen to you.  But  what
abotrt when someone is not afraicl to
d ie?  Then  you  have  the  u l t ima te
w e a p o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  R o m a n i a n
pasto l  Josef 'Tson.  He says,  "For  vears
I n'antecl to save rlv l i f i : and rr,as krsing
i t  ( i .e .  he stayed caut i ( )us and lon,-ke,v) .
Nor'v that I r.r'atrted t() l()se it, I r.vas
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n,inning it. Someone had said those
worcls befbre, but they had not sunk
in."  (Schlossberg,  p l25) .  I f 'we are able
to really say and believe that we are not
afiaid to die, then the church would be
much stronger. Perhaps we should
teach believers more about the realit ies
of heaven and hell. Consider the story
of a woman who was about to give up
the struggle and deny her faith under s
extreme torture, unti l she suddenly
realised that what she was experiencing
was a foretaste of hell i tself. She
reaffirmed her faith instead. (Eusebius.
p  197 ) .
- I ' h rea ts  

a re  p robab l y  t he  n l ( ) s t
c()mmon form of oppr-ession in the
Arab world. One certainly gers rhe
impression in many countries that
fear is perhaps the main government
policy used to control the mass of the
population. The Church suffers in the
same way. "The extent of the persecu-
tion has nothing to do with how many
are in prison. It is the e{I-ect of the
imprisonment on those who are walk-
i . g  a r o u n d  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e , "
(Sclrlossberg, p72). FEAR paralyses
and intimidates. In giving in to fear
we are giving the victory to the enemy.

Jesus commanded us not to be afraid
(Mat t  l0  v19,26,28,31) .  He knows of
each sparrow which falls to the ground
and He holds the world in His saf'e
hands.

6. The Spiritual Maturity Of The
Church

The issues already considered must be
looked at in the l ight of the nraturity o[
the church. \Ve neecl to recogr-rise that
not all churches are lnature enough to

I5r
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grow under per-secution' Many o1' the

al.,.,rcl-,et under commttt 't ist rule seetn

to have showu and be showing excep-

tional abil ity to stay faithf-ul and evetr

sroh in  ver '1  l lost i le  surroundir rgs '  1 'hey

i r " r .  o  lo t  to  teach us in  thc Ala l r  wolk l '

However i r  is  pr t - rbably t rue to say that

they were planted and had taken rotlt

before persecrlt ion set in, giving them a

chance to become established' In matry

Arab countries, young believers are

threatened when they have only .iust

begun their walk with God' It is easier

to irample on or Pick out a new shoot

than to pull up a well established bush'

Schlossberg commented that, "when the

quality of taith is weak or trninftrrmed'

the Church is vulnerable out of propor-

tion to the severity of the Pressure
arrayed against it."

It seems that we all need to be realistic

about the maturity of the church when

assessing the whole situation and how

to respond to it' One aspect of maturity

is wisdom, and it is clear from this

study that wisdom is needed in each

situation, rather than rules or assump-

tions which have come out of quite

different situations. But wisdom also

seeks to learn from the past and from

each other, and it is hoped that we wil l

continue to learn and always be faithful

to our t-ord who died for us.

Warning: Persecution MaY Have

Harmful Side-Effects

It is simplistic to state that persecutior.t

equals blessing, and history shows tts

that it can have other uegative sicle-

eflects. Son're of these catr be listed

briefly:

lntimiclatit ln and fear, leadirlg to it lstt-

l a r  i r l  a r t d  l os i r rg  t l t c  v i s i o t t  t ( )  r r l ' ( ) \ \ ' '

Hatred and distrust of N{uslirrrs'

f ) i s t r t r s t  and  d i v i s i on  w i th in  t he

church, especially between thtlse rvhtr

have atrd have not sufl i:r-ecl, or who

clenied their faith ()l le t ime' Two levels

of' believers may emerge.

Inabil ity to move on atrd change' 
-fhis

mav be seen as betraying those wh<rr

died for their belieFs. Churches becorne

iclentif ication as what they are not'

rather than what they are' (Think of

Cathol ics and Protestants in  cet ' ta in

places where blood was spil led so that

ihey f 'eel justif ied in retaining attittrdes

fr-om the lTth CenturY.)

Conclusion: What Do We Do?

There are a varietv of possibil i t ies'

although not all wil l have the luxury

of much choice in the matter'

At one extreme there is the possibility

o f  denY ing  Chr i s t  o r  saY ing  the^

Shahada. There are PIentY ways ot

compromising such as saying things

with mental reservations, but a church

which does not hold firm to its faith will

not need much attacking to make it

co l lapse.  (This should be a r+arning t<r

churcl'res in some western countrles)'

Hiding, f leeing and exile have biblical

backing in the words of Jesus and^the

a c t i o n s  o f  P a u l  a n d  m a n y  O l d

Testament  characters '  
- I 'hese cases

tended to be temPorary measures'

Missionaries should bewar-e of judging

A'ab believers who choose exile, since

tnost of us woulcl leave iF we were

facing severe problenrs' '[-he problenr is

that 
"exile 

abroad wil l not help the

l 6
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chrrrclt to grorv strollgel' in the country
i tse l l .  Mal ' l te  we cal l  he lp to change
that through ln()l 'e prrblicit l , l i terature
ancl media seeking to ltr ing the atten-
tion of- othel-s in the c()utrtl-) '  to the
leal i ty  of  Musl i rns f inc l ine Chr isr  and
their sufTering fbr hirn.

I rnpr isonmel t t ,  tor ture ancl  nrar tyr -
dorns n'i l l  continue. T'hey ate n()t to
be sought, but they nrtrst be prepared
[or'. Nl churches shotrld prepare then.r-

Seedbed XIV

selves spi r i t r r : t l lv  to  su{ Ibr '  [or  Chr is t .
\ \ r i t h  w i sc lon r  a r r r l  sp i r i t ua l  p re -
paration, conrlt inecl u,ith the gr:rc'e
a n d  p o \ \ ' e r  o l ' ( ) o d ,  t h e  e n e m y ' s
atternpts to upr'oot the chtrrch can
actually end u1t scattering the seed
mor-e widely.

I t  is  hoped that  t l r is  paper wi l l  he lp
krcal  groups a l i t t le  in  th ink ing abotr t
and prepariltg their l 'esp()nse to perse-
cu t i ( ) n  i r r  t hc i l  o r t  n  s i t ua t i ons .

L 7
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HELPING VICTIMS OF ANTI'CHRISTIAN
PERSECUTION

l t t P.O.

1 - h i s s t t r c l , v a i n r s t < r r a i s e a w a r e n e s s < r f s i r r c e t h e n t t r e c l . r t r r c t r h i r s t r < l t b e e n r e -
[he pastor .a l  n""a,  

- , r r  
persecurc( l  . r , l r r rJr t .a .  Bel ievers l ive in  {ear  of ' the

christians, r-ecognrzinQ that t<tr-tur" p,ri i .. and at-e reluctant to rtreet with

: r t r c l < r t , l r e t . t f a u n l a s m a y l r a v e l t l r r u e i t < : l r t l t , l r e r a r r c l t t l t a l l l ' r . e [ i r s e t ( ) n t e e [
l a s r i r r g e f l . e c t s ( ) n t ' l r e v i c t i n - r ' [ { t t t r r a t l u . i t l t t l e r r , b e l i e v e r . s , r v l r < l t l r e y t l t l n c l t ,
beings are zrble to srtrvive te rl i l l le t l ' t lst ' 

te

experiences, btrt |ew u,=,...,. dirnragecl (lt shtlLrlcl be stated tlrat, :rs irr nrtrst

by ther l .  
. I .he cr- r t rca l 'q , r . r t i , rn . i r . ' tn"  i l .o i , r . . t r ips,  . the 

whole populat ion

degreeO{-clarnage"r.,Jnlr*krnsitlasts. 
I i.,.. i , ' ,  [bar, since it is a {rovel' l . l t l lent

NIrrc rece.t 'reclical ancl c.i i .seli.g ;;, l i .y a.d their ..ai. nreth,d .f

:rrtention h:rs been tocussecl on helpirlu [. ' .Otlt* ' i l" p<lpulzrt. io' rtt l<let' ctlntr<>l'

r, ict-inrs ()l tratl l lr:rs alld t()rtu[e antl t lrts S"...t 
*ptl l ice. 

()Perate el,eryu,lret.e atrd

strrrlt '  i<lerrtiI ies ft lrrr stirges wlrcre nris- 1,u.,. 1,.., '  ktrtru,t.t t<l ir l[ i l tr. irte tlre

si..ar.ies n,.,,1 ,.,oti.r,.,ol ' i i l-. i ., in,-rr.,r,rta churches. Hutrlan. rights a'e n()t

b e a b l e t < l l r e l p m i n i m i z e t ' l r e d a n r a g e l r i g h l y r e s p e c t e d . P r i s o t r s l r a v e a t e r r . l -
that can be cause<l' My owr.r expen- ;;ilt;;tp';t'i"1,:t:"ting a christian

ences of persecution are l imiteil to is treated as a crime')

minor- threats which have nlade nre I was privileged, to have been able to

afiaid. This fear n". r.J to a kind o[ ;.Fi,_rf.,J *T:, a lawl,er from the

paralysis which gtuJttultn subsides- [n 1t't ' i t t:t Campaig.n.carne on a fact-

my own exPenence I  cat l  now see how 
' f 'nc l ing 

toui  of  the country and

I have been through these four stages HamiJ sPen[ an evening ulking with

foll.wi'g tl 're morirent of shock' For i i ttt"-r"itry he really appreciated the

nt<tre seliou' ptt"tt"ion it cotrlcl be :;t" t'o ;lk to the law''er about his

much n'orse. Missionaries and national ;;;;;;"t a1d 
1i;.vs' 

u'ilich were full

Christians who experience persecurlorl, i , i ' ir,. ign, and unclerstanding' Hamid

all need tr.tp rro,rr"o,t]". nr.,r-rt.,.Ii ,rr ;;;; to serlse that the lawyer knew

t l r c b c l c l v . t l r o p e t h a t t h i s s h o r t a r - t i c l e . " . * , r y u , h a t . h e w a s t a l k i n g a b o t r t a n d
rnat' helP .q,tiP ;;;; i t " '  

gitt ttt" '  ^pptt"'^*a his intell igent questions' I

help. 
PLUPTL 

t.. lt that this was an important step

[{amicl lr 'as involvecl in a relativelv along the road to t 'Ianlid's rec()very'

actire (rhristian group rinkcd :,::i:..: ::ij:"ll'::X::l:l:l]:':;:i'"1*':;

ii|ii,..|' ff,11;:il:'.""',1,:il'll,'1,,J,lil'"0 
r,. 'ircl been befi'.e t'e persectttt.n'

t l te  ch t t t ' c l t  
" "a  

t f t i '  n t^ ' l  o " t l  t ' t l ' ( j ' '  tn  th is  t t t l t l l l  t , : l : l  s l rgges t  tha t  the le

lclrt lct.s \ \ ,cfe 2I l .rcsLecl arlcl  S})clrt '  S() l ] lc are [ i l t rr .  stages irr a case t l [ .persectl t l () l l

t . i rrrc i .  pr. ls()r.  

sled al l( l  s[,crrt  r ' r t ' IL 
, , ,r ,r  ,rr",  ^i  ar,ah st i lge a .r issio.ary
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nee( ls  to be act ive ly ,  even i [ 'n<) t  a lna] 's
d i rect ly ,  inr 'oh 'ed.  The a i rn is  to  help
t l re v ic t inr  sur- r ' ive persecLr t i ( )n : lnd
reach re-integration as quickly' as pos-
s ib le.
-l-he 

firur stages

l. I 'reparation and the init ial shock.

2. Drrring the Persecution itself

3 .  t { ea l i r r g  P rocess  [< r l l o r v i ng  the
I'ersecrrtion

4. lntegration and Further Grou'th

Preparation And The Initial Shock

It is interesting to note that r.r 'hile no
tnoclern r,r 'r ' i ters appear to have u'rit.ten
()n the pastoral needs of persecutetl
believers, the Bible itself has a great
deal to say on this very subject. Jesus
continually sought to prepare his fol-
lowers f<rr the opposition they would
face. He was realistic and did not hide
anything. In John 16, he states that "a

time is c()ming when anyone who kil ls
you will think he is offering a service to
God." In a Muslim context that t ime is
here.  Paul ,  Luke and a l l  o t l rer  New
Testament writers echoed the same
message, many living out these pro-
mises o{ '  Jesus in  t } re i r  own l ives.
Clearly the missionary and the local
church need to be preparing people by
teaching a theology of persecution.

Let us l<xrk at how this might rnake a
difference by consider-ing the init ial
leactions <lf three believers who begin
with dif lbrent levels of prepalation:

!\rhen there is a high level o[ pre-
par:ation, init ial shock is inevitable, but
reflection on sufferins for Chlist u'i l l
l i l t  thc v ic t i rn .
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\Vith less prepzu'ation init ial slrock is
st rong and fa i th  nra)  ( ) l '  l l ra) '  t ro t
survil 'e torture 0r th|eals.

I{ ' there is very l itt le prepar-ation the
shock wil l pr-obably be too strl)ng for
fir ith to hold and m;ury new believers
will deny faith under pressrlre.
-I 'he 

init ial shock ancl aftel shocks of'
any encounter u'ith persecr-rtion lvil l
include fbelings of fbar of'being put in
pr ison,  of  'd isappear- ing ' ,  o [  g iv ing
others arvay under- interr-ogation and
of physical torture. l-very human being
rnust instinctively feal these things.
' l 'here 

ma1' be a fbeling o{' shame at
zlrrest, pr-ison, hurnil iating treatlnent
and so on,  especi : r l l f  in  a Musl im
cul ture where fami ly  honour is  at
stake. If the family is not Christian it
u i l l  be an extra pressurc on them to
deny their faith and so save the family
name. Probably there u,ill be a sense of
regret about having done something
fbolish or about lack of caution. Regret
may be mixed with anger at someone
else. This wil l very quickly turn to
recriminations if they believe someone
else lras given them away. I believe that
fbr the believers in the case given
above, this feeling of betrayal may
never have been fully dealt n' ith and
has crippled the whole church in that
c i ty .
' l ' l rese 

I 'ee l ings,  then,  r t i l l  be conrnron
to all normal people. Htx' deeply they
penetl-ate wil l depend on how pre-
pared the person is for suffer-ing. We
can see f rom the Bib le that  Paul
suflbred on man)' occasions, but his
sense of privilege at sharing in the
su{Ibrings of Chlist gavc hirn great
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strength. T'he Earll '  Chtrrch nrartl ' l-s

uele sirnilarlv inspired, exltectirrg per-

secutiotr and evetr glorityirlg it. Early

Christian writers also noted, howevet',

that long periods of'peace clulled the

churches' resistatrce when the t 'rext

wzrve o{' persecution broke.

Others sufl-er more fi 'orn tlte init ial

shock, but later are al>le to clt-arv olt

resources <lI their orvtr atlcl (]ocl's

str-ength. A Moroccan ended up in an

Egypt ian pr ison wi th three ( ) t l ter

Christian friends ancl later wl'()te how

after some time in the tet'r i l t le con-

clit i<>r'rs, "We started to losc hope. We

f'elt as i[ we were unclelgoing a sltxv

descent towards death, as i[ 'u'e wet'e

dying one bit at a time. ()trr ttrorale

kept sinking until we began to PraY
together and recite Bible verses. This

became the best medicine for our

mental state As we learned to rejoice

in our  terr ib le c i rcumstances,  our

spiritual state improved As we accepted

our situation we learned t<-r accept

other things also, such as the ftrod."

Many who are younger in their faith

may not have these spiritual resources

to drarv on and may n()t have the

Itrxury o[ friends who are n'ith thern in

prison. Even the early cl.rtrrch discour-

aged your.rg believers from \'()lunteer-

ing fbr  persecut ion becat tse manv

clenied their faith later. [ iamid said

several t irnes that all uerv believers

deny thei r ' {a i th  the f i rs t  t i rne thel 'a l -e

pet-secuted (artcl fcrr this reasotr he

r-ernained t rnu ' i l l ing t ( )  t r t ts t  them).
'[ 'he 

chut'<:h shrlr.rlct lte n'itt 'r '  of'being

too .itrc[uruetttal, lte<:attse I 'e tet' clerl iecl

his [,olt l t]rr-ee tintes lvlten he n'; is in A

state of  s l tock an<l  fo t rnd h imsel Iput  on

tlre spot.

For  sonre<l t te  uho has denied thei r

fait lt, i t is probabl-v helpful to thir-rk ir-r

terms ()f the {irul basic personality

ncecls.  Jest ts  l r t teptet l  Peter '  in  sp i te

of'his denial. t{e gave hinl significance

in the church an<l  i r t  His  p lans and

throtrgh the [ {o l t  Spi r i t ,  gave h i r r . r

sustellance atrcl a sctrse oI achieverr4lrt

in delivering the tnessage otr the day o{'

Pentecost, with stl nratry saved as a

result.
-I'his will probably nrake all the differ-

ence as tO whethet- s()l lreone who has

denied their faith wil l regain it. 
' I-he

early church auain provides a model,

with a system wl.rereby the 'Confessors',

who had stood frrm, took the cases of

those who had denied their faith and

presented it to the cl.rurch, urging that

the person be re-integrated.

The encouraging thing is that those

who deny their faith once, but are re-

integrated, then become highly pre-

pared for persecution in the future and

will probably stand firm. Those who

avoid contact r.r'ith Christians, or who

face a church which disowns them-

perhaps because in their weakness they

betrayed ()ther secret believers-wil l
not har,e theil basic needs met and wil l

plobably never recover' If this is thE-

case, the missiotrarl should actively try

to find a way of'meeting these needs.

T'his may often be extrenrely diff icult to

do.

During Persecution

We have :rl leacll t legtrn t() see how

pr-eparati()n can llelp to lead t() a l lrore

rapicl recoverl ' f i 'onl the init ial shock' lt '
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the persecrrtion lasts [ix' l l  period of'

t i n re ,  s r r t ' l r  : t s  i t  l l t  i s ,  r t r  t e t ' n r .  i l  i s  aga i r r

he lp f i r l  t o  co t t s i c l e t ' t he  f i r u r  bas i c

personality treerls of the victim, and

l'row these catr lte nret. Itr countries

with terrif,r ' ing pr-isons and no access tc)

pr isonels th is  is  r rot  eas) ,  so once again

one can see that preparaticln is vital.

A prisoner nray be experiencing fbar,

humiliation, overct'owdittg, pain fi 'om

tortures endured ar-rd is probably shar-

ing his cell with dar.rgerous criminals.

He may be doubting his faith, regret-

ting mistakes macle and feeling guilty,

even when he is not euilty in any way.

The foreiglr missionary may not be in a

position to give help directly, but

should assess what they can do and

help the local belierers to give that help

as much as they are able.

Sustenance

This might l i terally be food, since

prisoners awaiting trial rnay not be

fed. The family is expected to bring

food, so believers could make sure the

family has enougl'r, especially with the

bread-winner in prison. Hamid said

with some bitterrtess that when he had

been in pr-ison, tnissionaries had not

thought to help otrt his family. But

befbre.judging thern we need to realize

that often missiotralies have no other

contact  wi th t l te  bel iever 's  f  ami ly

anyway and that the family may be

hostile to them. In any case it should be

the local church rat.her tl'ran the mis-

sionary which is seett to be helping the

family.
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Acceptance
- l ' l re  

v i t : t i r t t  t reeds to see that  the c: l t t r r t :h

is protrcl <l[ hirn or her, lrot :rshzltrle(I.

1-his ma1' nlean sonle takirtg risks to get

this rnessage acl'()ss. \\rhere ptlssible,

those u'or-cls should be said, it 'r order t<r

reassul-e and etrcourage.

Significance

l'atrl lr 'as glad to find that C]od con-

siclered hirl worthy to shale in the

suflerings of Christ. Here is an essential

d i [Telcrrce betweel t  tnost  t t 'aunrat ic

events and the terrors of persecution.
Both nray' involve great suffering, but

as Schkrssberg says, "'l-he difl'erence
betweetr lrope and despair is not in the

degree of'suffering, but rather in the
meanins of  the suf fer ing."  (p123).

Those wl-ro suffer for Christ beconle

heroes of the faith. This was certainly'

the attitude of the early church, which

glorified martyrdom and suffering' It

has also been true of some churches

under Communism.

Wl.rere persecution is carried out in

secret, it will be much harder f<rr the

victim t<l feel any significance for the

stand they are taking. Nelson Mandela

said he did not know if he could have

resisted had he been alone in prison.

T'his rnay help us to see why the

isolated believers in the Arab World

have so often been broken by perse-

cu t i ( ) n .  ( ) nce  aga i r t  p repa l ' a t i on  i s

essential so that the victim alone in his

cell n' i l l  kn<tw that efforts are being

made lor lr is release. .

Probably' this wil l take the form o[

hurnan lights publicity or diplonratic

can rpa iun  ab road .  I t  may  i nvo l ve

hiring a clef'ence lalvyer in the countr-y.
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In other cases, letter-lvl it ing campaigns
have been able t<l conttnunicate sig-
nificance to the plisorter. 

-[ 'he 
fbur

prisoners in the Egyptian prison had
a let ter  passed on t ( )  them by a
sympathetic fellow prisoner. He told
them a huge pile of' letters {irr thetn was
building up in the suar-cls'office. T'erry
Waite, a hostage kept. in solitary' con-
f inenrent  f  or  years,  a lso sonrehow
received a p()st-cal-d which indicated
to him that pr()bably thousands had
been sent. Nelson Mandela wrote that
"There is nothing so enc()uraging in
prison as learr-ring that the people
<lutside are srrpl)()rt ing the cause ftrr
wh i ch  y ( )u  a re  i ns i<1e . "  (Mande la ,
p.a7 l) Hamid, speaking t() the humat't
rights campaigner, said how much
difference knowledge of a campaign
abroad would make when facing tor-
ture and pressure to deny one's faith.

Achieoenent

For someone srrflbring alone for the
first time it wilt be hard to feel a sense
of achievement. Only the most mature
will be able to see the significance of
their battle on the church's long walk
through the'valley of death'. But there
may be small victories, especially if
backed up by knorvledge that they
wi l l  one day be r -e leased.  Several
v ic t ims have test i f ied l , r  opportuni t ies
to share their f :r ith and see other
prisoners colne to (lhrist. They should
lre encouraged that such conversions
har.'e actually taken place. It is also
knon'n that torturers carl be as badly
afl 'ected psl'chok>gicallt bt their actir '-
it ies as the victinr is. Satrl/Patrl is strr-ely
an exarnple o{ ' th is .

A person's l-eactions to persecution wil l
be noticed by a nurnber o[ people ancl
it n' i l l  have a signifrcant and lasting

effect upon those lives. Knowing this
wil l help s()nreotle feel a setrse of'

achievement and victory even when
isolated.  N{arrc le la test i f ies to th is ,
"-I 'here ar-e victrtries whose glory l ies
only in the Fact t ltat they are ktr()wtl t<")

tltose wlto win them. This is partictr-
lar ly  t rue r t l  pr ison,  wl tere you n l t ls t
f irr<l c<lrrsolation in being true l"() youl'
ideals, even i[ 'no one else knows it."
(p.376)

The Healing Process Following
Persecution

So lar t l.re role of the missionary has
been almost confined to counseling
befitrre the persecution occurs and this
is indeed a vital role. After Persecution
has occurred, the missionary should try
to ensure that there is follow up for the
victim.

There should probably be some fiorm
of 'psychological de-briefing', although
this may take a less formal form than
that now being regularly used for all
kinds of post-traumatic stresses.

Countless testimonies have now shown
that people emerging from a major
traunratic event have a host of feelings
associated n'ith what they have experi-
enced. These include pain, guilt, fear,

shame, anger, bitterness and so on.
These are "The normal reacti()ns of

normal people to events which, for

thern,  are LrnLlsual  or  abnormal" '
(Park inson,  p.24) .

A problern at' ises, horvever, u'hen the

person ulto ltas strfl i- 'r 'ed is not all le ttr

conrurunicate their f 'eelings arld f 'eel
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that no one call unclerstand what they
have been throrrgh.  A P.O.W. held by
the Japanese l i r l  f i rur  years in  the
Second \\ 'or-ld \\ 'ar arrived home. His
girlfr iend told hirn hon, tough it had
been for them in Scotland with the
rationing. She had no idea about what
he had been through and nei ther
could she see beyond her own story.
So he never shared his experiences
with anyone. In his book 'The Railway
Man', Eric l,omax describes how for
forty years these experiences clouded
h i s  l i f e  un t i l  he  f i na l l y  rece i ved
treatment. If traumatic experiences
are not talkecl about soon after the
event, " 'I-he {-eelings and enrotions
become buried away in nul minds
and l ie  there s lowly af f 'ect ing a l l
around them, waiting for the opportu-
nity to emerge and influence other
areas of our lives." (Parkinson).

The Gulf War provides more such
examples, with hostages who came
home and appeared normal at first.
Problems then began to develop. Four
of the 'human shield' hostages have
since committed suicide and many
marriages have broken up.

The structured de-briefing session may
not be appropriate without further
training, but what missionaries can do
is to ensure that between one and five
days after release, the victim has the
opportunity to talk to someone about
all that they have experienced and
FELT. This should include as many
aspects as possible, including the worst
things. Trying to be 'macho', brave or
' supe r - sp i r i t ua l '  u , i l l  no t  he lp  t he
per-s()n, so the l ister-rer must avoid
b e i n g . j t r d g m e r r t a l  o r  i n  a n 1  r + a y

Seedbed XIV

encouraging defbnsiveness.  Move on
to hon' t lre person f 'eels nou'ancl to lrol
othels  have reacted,  especia l ly  the
Iamily, altel release. Listening is the
key to helping the person. It may be
helpful to have sorneone there u,ho has
been throtrgh similar persecuti()n, but
remernber- that the aim is to give the
reeent victim the chance to talk, n()t the
experienced one a chance to lectur-e, so a-.
t l.rose ir.rvolved need to be carefully
chosen.

A structtrre for this one-off session
could be as follows:
- Explain the airns oFthe de-briefing.
- F.rrc()ul-2rge the victim to talk ab()ut

whar happened.
- [ns6s1'2se them to talk about their

t h o u g h t s ,  r e a c t i o n s  t o  w h a t
happened.

- Move on to emotional reactions,
including after the event, the next
day, and now

- A.y symptoms during the experi-
ence ()r now? (e.g. sleepless nights,
nightmares)

What ernerges will probably be com-
pletely normal reactions, so a final part
of the de-briefing is to bomment on this
and re-assure the victim that they and
their reacti<)ns are normal. Spiritually,
to(), their experiences are n<>rmal and
were pro ln ised by a Saviour  who
himsel{'suflbred fbr us. Put the blame
lbr their persecution firmly on the
pel'secutor, because that is where it
belongs. The victim must never feel
guilty f lor being caught. Re-assur-e them
that they have done nothing which
desen'ed sr,rch treatment.
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A note of 'caut ior t  hete:  Medical  opi -
nion would restt ' ict sttclt a de-briefing
to trained n-redical cottttsekrrs. This is

partly because what emerges may be scr
horrif ic that an inexperienced person

could not cope with what they hear.
Neverthe[ess,  r r rat ry  expet ' iences of '

persecution u'i l l  not be as awful as,

say, a genocide event atrd so I fbel that
time with a victinr sholtly after the
e v e n t  s h o u l d  a l r v a y s  l l e  s o u g h t .
Obviously, the choice of the person
who does the de-br ief ing is  verY
important. If '  the hon-tlrs of'the event
are l ikely to be bey'oncl the abil ity of'
members of' the ltrcal f 'el lowship or
missionary tearn, then otrtsicle l 'relp
f ronr  a nr( ) re exper ier tced person
should be sent {br'.

It will be helpful to be aware of some of

the stages of reaction which may occur
afterwards:

Re-expriencing

The victim may experience the same
feelings again, as though they are

going through the same event. It can

be triggered by all kinds of things such
as a uniform, a noise, a threat, or an

anniversary. Understanding this helps

the victim realize that they are not

going mad, but are quite norrnal. If

these are ver)' severe atrd continuous,
howeve r ,  med ica l  he lp  shou ld  be

sought.

Auoidance

The person may avoid l isks in the

fl lture. In the case of Hanricl, this led to

an avoidance of f 'ellon'ship with otl 'rer

nati<lnal believers. Denling f 'eal-s is not

tlre anslver, so look t() \\ 'a)'s of'allou'ing

the person to share their fears and

wor-k them tlrlough rather than qLlot-

ing velses at thetn.

T'he pr-ocess of healing also requiles

that  the person's  basic  personzi l i ty

needs are nret. For a believer who has

endured persectrtion, there should l le a

sense of' significance and achievement,
btrt othel believcrs may be alraicl t<r

associate witlt the victinr. Who wil l ttke

the l isk? ()learly the church and the

n.rissionaries need to think seriously

about wltat risks they can and shotrld

take, bealing in mind the needs of the

vic t im.

Integration And Further Growth

The stage of integration is reached
when the victim is no longer controlled
or dominated by the effects of the

persecution and they are able to move

on in life. These events will remain

painful and significant, but will now be

acknowledged as past events. Do not

put a time limit, such as six months or

one year, on the process. Allow it to take

its own course. During this stage coun-

seling can be effective and support from

the church is important. If the church

has been broken up, we can see that full

integration may not be able to happen

at all, as seems to be the case with

Hamid even more than ten years later.

We need to look at how we can helP or

arrange help in such situations. The i

same needs apoly to missionaries who

have experienced persecution. Team-

mates, rnissions and home churches

have an inlportant role to play.

We rvil l  f inish w'ith a briefl look at the

vi ta l  process ot 'F()RCi IVENESS. This is

prirnar-i ly o[ benefit to the one wh<r
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fr lrgives ancl involves giving up the
r i g l r t  l ( )  l r a l e .  

- l ' h e  
o p p r - r s i t e  i s

bitterr.ress, rvhich wil l never lead to
hea l i ng .

Jesus was able to forgive his persecu-
tors whi ls t  he was being punished.
Others have been able to do the
same, but f<rr nrany it is a longer
process. "We cannot force forgiveness.
It is a cl.roice that only the wronged
person can make", says D.H. Schumtn,
who worked with child victims o[ the
war in Liberia. He has identif ied four
stages o[ folgiveness, seeirrg it as a
pr()cess of' 'lettir-rg go' that nlay take
t ime.

l. Acknon'leclging the depth ol' the
pain. lt matters. (But the l istener
should avoid reinforcing the feel-
ings ofhatred or revenge)

2. Refusing to seek retribution or to
repay the one who did you wrong.

3.  Real iz ing that  the persecutor  is
human to<1.

4. Restoration of the relationship.

The book "l-he Railway Man" referred
to above, provides the most fascinating
example of'this process over more than
forty years, rnatched only by process of
repentiurce by his torturer, u'ho had
been so allbcted by the same incidetrt
that  i t  changed the course ot 'h is  l i l 'e .
(  fh is  s l rows,  inc identa l ly ,  th : r t  'b less ing

those who [)ersecute ycltr ' is always
worthwhile.) What a pity that it took
forty years ()r nlore of pain. No rvonder
that the Il ible urges us to forsive,
rathel' t lran allolv hatred and f'eelings
of revenge to destroy our l ives. Christ
on the cross,  l i l lg iv ing those wh<r
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crucified hirn, provides trs with the
best example tO follow.

Conclusion

The Integration stage, for a Christian,
shorr ld  see the v ic t i r r r  grrnr ' i r rg to a
higher spiritual level than tl-rey r,r 'ere
previously. This is the Inessage <>f the
t s i b le ' s  t each ing  ab ( )u t  pe t ' secu t i ( ) n .
'fheir 

suffering has a purpose, both *

[<rr themselves and [<rr the church, and
so it is unlike most other forms of
sufl'ering.

But we are all human, and if other-s are
anything l ike me, we are pretty weak
ar-rd f-earful. We all need help fr"orn
each other. This includes pleparation,
practical help, s<-rl idarity, encotrrage-
ment and counseling. It is this which
can make the Church and the indivi-
duals in it strong in faith. Then our
faith wil l endure the fire and emerge
purer and stronger lrom it.

A plan of action fbr helping a victim,
might begin l ike this:

When sonreone you know is perse-
cuted, get together with others straight
away and think about every possible
need that the person -and all those
a f fec ted  -  m igh t  have :  p l ' ac t i ca l ,
spiritual, physical, emotional, etc. This
wi l l  enr ic l - r  prayer  { i l -  the person
immensely. Then think about every
possible way that you ()r othet's could
help. 

-I ' l 'ren 
act on it.
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Neu Impetus

For- ty- f ive miss ionary r r ( )n len n let  in
Mesa, Arizona fr-om l3 to l6 NIay 1999
[<lr the first inter mission consultation
or-r rninistry to Muslim women. Fran
Love challenged the participants by
her opening address, "God's Passion
Released Through Us."

Muslim women

Other speakers looked at current issues
aflbcting Muslim women and at what
brings them to Christ ancl helps thern
grow spiritually. Workshops covered
topics such as: "Muslinr h'onlen and the
occul t , "  "Musl im womer l  i r - r  cr is is , "
"Islamic reformation & fundamental-
ism's impact on Muslim women," and
"Understanding the spiritual hunger
of Muslim women."

The spiritual needs fbr evangelism and
growth were studied in small groups.
They discussed "Discipleship through
the story tell ing method', ' "L,vangelism
to and through fami ly  networks" ,
B u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y " ,  a n d
"Developing leaders."

Missionary u,omen
The needs of the workers were also
examined. Missi<lnary wornen shared
lessons learned-sometirnes through
p e r s o n a l  p a i n  a n d  f ' r u s t r a t i o n .
Suggestions were macle on thriving
and serving in their Muslirn contexts.

Formation of Task Forces

The participants identif ied several con-
cerns related t<-r ministry t() IVIuslim
r\rol 'nen and fomred $'orking groups.
They looked at the need lor publica-

Seedbed XIV

tions & translations, training of women
workers (pre-field & ongoing), mobil i-
zation within the USA. and other tools
& resources.

Training

One of the projects iclentif ied by the
task force on training is to c<lmpile a l ist. '
o f 'books and othel  res()urces to c i rcu-
late to women rn,ho are concerned about
ministry to Muslim women. Anyone
wishing to contribute to this l ist or to
receive a copy is invited to correspond
with D<rnrra Sn'rith through Seedhed or
by E mail: donr-ra@wornet.org

Resources

Samples of books, articles, and other
materials were available during the
consulhtion. Tapes of all plenary ses-
sions can be requested from the inter-
nat ional  and home of f ices of  the
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m i s s i o n s .  A  p r i n t e d
compendium, including the papers pre-
sented for the discussion groups, is to be
publ ished by the autumn.

Future

Women left the consultation with a
renewed vision of the significance of
their mir.ristry. 

'l'hey 
are looking for

ways t() improve the support of the
m in i s t r i es  o f '  t he  women  i n  t he i r
agencies. Requests wil l be made for
funding and tirne fbr women:s events,
training, and publications. One way to
increase an emphasis on these minis-
tries wil l be to print more articles
related ttr lvork with women in Seedhed.
Cor.rtribr,rt ions are gratefully received.

MINISTRY TO MUSLIM WOMEN
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BOOK REVIEW

( ) o r l r m t l W o t n a n , I ] v J . ( ) . . I . e r . r y , F i r ' s t T l r e - v c t l r , e f p a s s 2 l g e s f i . < r m G e n e s i s
pri.t i*g Tesr !-clit i lrn, Jrrne 1998, ,ft.. i  glt t 'e ().spels' The first 3 less'ns

Sir.rgapore. tau p^g"t' ioti l" t"dttttl ";;;;i;l''t 
tlttnl"' ot'the Bible-"(lod's

trrrriugrr the auth<rr';'"il::f;::i::*f *kn:tn;1;,"i:i;f1;t:, ,,Ui
in ter ia t ional  of ' f rces of '  asenctes '  

- : i t r , l  ( ) 'eated t .e  Spi i i t  Wor lc l ' "

:;"},l.l ?#' i :'l "L',,.,,,,.,,,, *,. o, *1.,'-',:,.l' :J',':'']ll:'' :ll'::JI i:,-" Tl l:;
i i t*ri" tr.rtytns nr'clel n' ith a ftrcus 'n 

l."t.,.tt. a,r. l e,td.. with ntaking "5

iit.,-*t"ra"itw o[ Mtrslinl wol'I len' J.,t i ' i t"t altel ' stories about Jesus

In his introducti<ln the attthor gives an Christ'

.*piur-ruri.rn of the reas()tls l<lr devel- Each less.n has a backg*'"11.:::t::

;;i"; r.5e lessons. He ref'ers Lo Wornnn wirh nores firr the teacher, questrons on

arul Mission, an arttcle lly llrya.t Myers ."tlt* 'tta preview' a Scripture' ba'se

in MARC Newsletter' Nt' '  i ts-s' s"pt' with relevant vetse refbrences and a l ist

1993, p. 3. Myers ' '" ' ttd tttut two keys ;; i;^- ' i tt" ' ' t '  
:: l .bt 

t"u"ted' Then

fbr evangelisnl were "to rec<lgnise the ir-rtroiuct<lry questions and a story text

possibly critical impt>rta.ce ol- *t'-t.' ;;;;;g.t,;a' fnt sorv is followed by

as a respons'"" ttt'i 

'i"it'r 
to tt'i'ttttt ;';;'"""; J'r-trt 'ralk' 

with possible

people group^s" u.,i 
';'o recognise the 

;t**;;; ;;-tl.ll.t lesson concludes

importance ot women as tl-'e ones most *itn u memory verse and a preview of

likely to t'uu" oppot-""'i'it' 'o speak'to ;;;;;;story"This infiormation is kept

unreached *o*ttt-u'ld to present the to 2 sides of an A4 sized paper'

Gospel in ways tntft"-'a""tu"a.'' This material appears to be carefully

The introduction also i'cludes an ;;;;"J' t *o"id like comments from

analysis of the *ottauit* of Muslim ;;;;""t who is using it' Have they

women. 
'n"rutit""nii'"-it n^' in the fot"ta all the lessons equally:Tl":::

list. Although the iood News is the or do they choose only certatn ones"

same for both men u"d *o*tt" there 6"-*n"t 
'bu'i'- 

do they make their

is a difference in t'e approach to .rr"r*tji, *ould be heipful to desig-

tell ing it. "For women-iltttt *u' ;;;;; *tt of the most significant

much greatt' 'tt(r'="-in relationships it"o"' fol. those storvtellers who have

than in do.rrir-,.."tttst 

rn relatlonslrrPr 
l imited opportunities to follow the

Specific instructions on the Prepara- 
entire progranrlne'

t i ono f t l r e l essonsa rep rov ided .TheseS to ry ing . i san i r r rpo ran twayo f reach -
crnclude with a renri.der to train an i"g iuuiri*'rvom:l' Terry has made a

assistant as soon as ptlssible s<l that she veiy helpful contribution to resources

will tell the stor-1' to lter ()wll l isteners' for- evangelist 'n'

()otl tmtl lVtttrttttr' is a collectitln o[ 9t)

l".r.r,',, laicl otrt iu a lltlr-kllotlk lirrnlat '
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