
14 Donna Srnith

Neu Impetus

For- ty- f ive miss ionary r r ( )n len n let  in
Mesa, Arizona fr-om l3 to l6 NIay 1999
[<lr the first inter mission consultation
or-r rninistry to Muslim women. Fran
Love challenged the participants by
her opening address, "God's Passion
Released Through Us."

Muslim women

Other speakers looked at current issues
aflbcting Muslim women and at what
brings them to Christ ancl helps thern
grow spiritually. Workshops covered
topics such as: "Muslinr h'onlen and the
occul t , "  "Musl im womer l  i r - r  cr is is , "
"Islamic reformation & fundamental-
ism's impact on Muslim women," and
"Understanding the spiritual hunger
of Muslim women."

The spiritual needs fbr evangelism and
growth were studied in small groups.
They discussed "Discipleship through
the story tell ing method', ' "L,vangelism
to and through fami ly  networks" ,
B u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y " ,  a n d
"Developing leaders."

Missionary u,omen
The needs of the workers were also
examined. Missi<lnary wornen shared
lessons learned-sometirnes through
p e r s o n a l  p a i n  a n d  f ' r u s t r a t i o n .
Suggestions were macle on thriving
and serving in their Muslirn contexts.

Formation of Task Forces

The participants identif ied several con-
cerns related t<-r ministry t() IVIuslim
r\rol 'nen and fomred $'orking groups.
They looked at the need lor publica-

Seedbed XIV

tions & translations, training of women
workers (pre-field & ongoing), mobil i-
zation within the USA. and other tools
& resources.

Training

One of the projects iclentif ied by the
task force on training is to c<lmpile a l ist. '
o f 'books and othel  res()urces to c i rcu-
late to women rn,ho are concerned about
ministry to Muslim women. Anyone
wishing to contribute to this l ist or to
receive a copy is invited to correspond
with D<rnrra Sn'rith through Seedhed or
by E mail: donr-ra@wornet.org

Resources

Samples of books, articles, and other
materials were available during the
consulhtion. Tapes of all plenary ses-
sions can be requested from the inter-
nat ional  and home of f ices of  the
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m i s s i o n s .  A  p r i n t e d
compendium, including the papers pre-
sented for the discussion groups, is to be
publ ished by the autumn.

Future

Women left the consultation with a
renewed vision of the significance of
their mir.ristry. 

'l'hey 
are looking for

ways t() improve the support of the
m in i s t r i es  o f '  t he  women  i n  t he i r
agencies. Requests wil l be made for
funding and tirne fbr women:s events,
training, and publications. One way to
increase an emphasis on these minis-
tries wil l be to print more articles
related ttr lvork with women in Seedhed.
Cor.rtribr,rt ions are gratefully received.
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