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Experiential Faith Discipleship 
by W. Evans 

Our dependence in discipleship must 
be on Goel the Holy Spirit, not on 
methods. Methods will vary according 
to circumstances and individuals, both 
the discipler and the disciple. A 
number of 111ethods arc available. You 
mar find that one of these suits your 
personality and approach to disciple­
ship. Or you may want to develop a 
method of your own. Rather than 
advocating methods, I would like to 
suggest some goals of discipleship, 
what we will want to see produced in 
the lives of the disciples through the 
process. 

F.fferlive disti/1/eshifl sholllrl bring the
be/i11tJ11r lo /1,r, following:

I. A meaningful understanding of the
Gospel. This implies a biblical
understanding of oneself as a
sinner, of what God has done to
save him from sin, and an experi­
ence of the miracle of new birth.
These three points are particularly
irnponant for those coming out of
Islam, where they are unknown or
denied and where conversion is
seen as mere change of religion. I
begin with a study of the first three
chapters of Genesis, along with
Genesis 5: 1-2, as the groundwork
upon which these truths GIil be
understood and received. Then we
move imo the first ten verses of 
Ephesians chapter two, 10 help the
disciple understand the implica-
1ions to himself as a son of Adam.
And thirdlr, we look al John
1:12,13, and John 3:1-16 Lo under­
line what Christ has done, how he
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must respond, and what happens 
when he does. This obviously is only 
a bare foundation upon which 
much building must )'Cl be done, 
but I have found it lO be a very 
helpful beginning. 

2. A meaningful submission to the
Lordship of Christ. It is important
to make clear to a Muslim that
Christian faith is not merely assent
to a doctrine, hut rather relation­
ship to a person. He must under­
stand and experience that that
relationship involves a total
committal of  himself to his Lord; a
true "Islam" in the sense of submis­
sion to the true God through .Jesus
Christ.

3. An experiential appropriation of
the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
This implies knowledge of His
Person, recognition of I Iis indwel­
ling in the believer, and sensitivity
to His ministry of convicting,
guiding, teaching, sanctifying, and
empowering for service. Only as the
new believer is responsive 10 these
ministries will he or she make
signiltcalll or sustained growth as a
Christian. r-.fany of us as western
Christians have been strong on
teaching the doctrine of the I Ioly
Spirit, but weak in modeling the
experiential life of the SpiriL

4. A vital experience of worship,
rather than merely replacing
Muslim rituals with Christian
rituals. Unless that clement of spiri­
tuality is obviouslr demonstrated in
the life of the discipler it cannot



effectively be inculcated in the 
disciple. In the Arab co11ntry 
where growth or the !'v!B church 
has been t.he most s11ccessful, the 
atmosphere of worship in church 
gatherings has been a key factor. 
This has developed largely through 
the living example of a national 
Christian woman who developed 
strong habits of prayer an<l 
worship during a period when she 
was largely isolated from Chr-istian 
fellowship and which she passed on, 
probably largely uncuusciuusly, to 
younger believers when she was 
again in a situation where she was 
able to have church fellowship. 

5. A living experience of prayer,
rather than just saying prayers,
even though they may be Christian
prayers rather than Muslim ones.
One of the first questions a sincere
inquirer will ask is "How do Chris­
tians pray?". While he is probably
thinking at that point of a Christian
ritual which ,voulcl replace the
Muslim ritual, it is an excellent
starting point for teaching and
modeling prayer as sincere and
extemporaneous dialogue with
God, as well as meaningful usage
of the Lord's Prayer ofl\fatt. 5:5-12.
I have also found it helpful to show
scriptural examples of multiple
postures in and forms of prayer,
emphasizing the spirit of prayer as
infinitely more irnporlant than the
form.

6. Meaningful fellowship with other
Christians, i.e., positive parlicipa­
tion in the Body of Christ, especially
with those or his own country and
background. There are mulliple

II 

Seedbed XI I 

examples ol believers in the Arab­
Mu s Ii m world who  have  a 
seemingly sincere commitLal to the 
Lordship or Christ, and yet very 
minimal or nil committal to the 
Body of Christ. Breakdown in 
inter-personal relationships is prob­
ably the single greatest factor 
hindering the establishing of 
ongoing churches in this part or 
the world. Widespread mistrust, 
and especially mistrust or an ex­
Muslim who now professes to be a 
Christian, militates against such 
fellowship. Replacing such negative 
attilUdes with positive ones, coupled 

• with posi tive experiences of
meeting and relating to fellow
believers, is essential. Unless the
barrier is overcome, there cannot
be healthy growth into being a
productive member of the Christian
community.

7. A viable pattern for spiritual
growth. This will imply the disci­
ple's ability to derive his own nour­
ishment from God's Word, rather
than rely on being spoon-fed by the
discipler's teaching. The most effec­
tive way I have found to do this is in
using a simple inductive study
method, asking questions which
require careful thinking through
of the text in question until the
disciple himself discovers the
answer in the Word. I do this in
the context of specific passages,
rather than isolated texts, so
enabling the believer to discover
the tnlth in context. The majority of
our western discipleship programs
are topic-oriented, with proof texts
chosen willy-11illy from the Bible.



Seedbed XII 

This may be an effective way of 
Leaching Christian doctrines, but it 
leaves the disciple with a weak 
knowledge of the Bible as such, 
and ill-prepared lo study it on his 
own. The uncertainty of how long 
any particular discipling process 
might continue was a significant 
stimulus Lo me to bring the disciple 
lO the Bible as a whole, to study 
passages or books rather than 
looking up proof texts. The disci­
pling relationship might be lermi­
naterl at any time by any number of 
circumstances, often beyond the 
control or either one of us. I seek 
LO bring the new believer as soon as 
possible lo Ll1e point of being able to 
glean spiritual truth and nourish­
ment from his own independent 
reading and study of the Bible 
witl1ou1 me 1here to explain it all 
to him. 

8. A viable pattern of witness. In the
Arab-Muslim world, this pattern
will not likely be an immediate,
verbal proclamation of faith on the
part of 1hc new believer. Such will
almost certainly have negative
rather than positive results in ostra­
t:izing the new believer from his
family and friends. IL may also put
him under such intense opposition
so soon in his faith that he is unable
to stand the pressure, and is forced
back into the acquiescence of Islam.
A viable paltern of witness will be
that which will permit the new
believer to develop in his new
faith, \\'ill allow him Lo exercise a
positi\"e influence in the context of 
his witness, and will evoke, inas­
much as possible, positive rather
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than negati\le reactions Lo that 
witness. Jim Peterson, in his book 
£vangdism As A Lifestyle, empha­
sizes the impornrnce of allirmation 
of the Gospel to proclamation or the 
Gospel. This concept is extremely 
important i n  the Arab-Muslim 
world. Proclamation of the Gospel 
is very unlikely to produce positive 
fruit unless prepared by consistent 
aOirmation or the Gospel. I use 
Matthew 5: 13- I 6 and I Peter 3: 15-
16 as the bihlirnl basis for allirma­
Lion of the Gospel before proclama­
tion or the Gospel. l discourage the 
new disciple from immediate verbal 
proclamation of his foith. I encou­
rage him lO be the "salt of the canh" 
and the "light of the world" 
through changed attitudes, speech 
pauerns, and actions in the context 
of his home and neighborhood. As 
those around him sec the d1a11ge in 
his life, questions as lO the reason 
for that change will almost certainly 
be evoked. Those  questions,  
according to I Peter 3:  15, give him 
the opportunity for verbal procla­
mation of his faith. 

In conclusion we sum up some mea­
sures to be taken to realize these 
ol�jectives in discipleship. 

l .  IL has been said that character and
conduct arc "caught more effec­
Li vel y than taught". In other 
words, the discipler must model 
in his own life the principles he 
hopes to sec reproduced in the 
d isc ipl e. Teach ing  w i thout  
modeling will almost certainly be 
ineffective. Remember that it  is the 
living experience or the Christian 
faith that we arc aiming at, rather 



Lhan Ll1c perfect understanding of 
iLs doctrines. 

2. Always be available, but guard
against possessiveness in the rela­
tionship. I ha\'e found that Arab
world people tend to be possessi\'e
in their relationships, creating the
type of exclusiveness mentioned
above. Introducing the ne\\' believer
to other Christians, cspeciall)' from
among his own compatriots, and
involving them with him in the
discipleship process should he 
normati,·e practice. Needless to 
say, this must he done carcfolly
and sensitively to allay mistrust
and fear and build godly relation­
ships.

3. Train the new believer lo use the
Word, rather than just "spoon­
fccdi11g" in teaching the Word.

4. Utilize natural relationship
networks as much as possible. l
have found in working with 111cdia
contacts Lhat an_ inquirer will often
appear al our first mccLi11g with a
trusted friend to \\'hom he has
already confided at least so111c of
his inL<:resl, or foith, in Christianity.
In one instance, the corn:spon­
dencc course student whom I lirst
cuntacLCd has cmig,·ated to the U.S.
and I have lost all contact with hirn.
The friend who was with hi111 at that
first meeting has continued in the
faiLh in his naLivc land, bringing
several others Lo faiLh in Lhc cou,·sc
or his pilgrimage.

!i. Think and plan for community 
right from the beginning, don't 
just deal with individuals. I ha\'e 
observed too many cases where the 
discipling process has produced 
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'show-cast!' Christians with little 
allegiance to or involvemenl in the 
ChrisLian commu11it)' in their \'ici­
nity. 

fi. Be patient but firm in insisting on 
biblical standards of honesty, 
purity, etc., in the life of the 
MBB. At1)1thing less will produce 
sub-standard believers who will 
sooner or later 111rn back or he 
ne11trali1.ed. 


