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Use of Genesis 1-3 in Bible Study with Muslims 
hy \\I. Evans

We have menlione<l mention several 
limes in Seedbed lhe imponancc of 
Genesis 1 -3 as lhe starting point for 
communication of lhe slory of redc111p­
lio11. A narrati\'e st11dy prepared in 
Tunisia primarily lc>r illi1crates is avail­
able 1tpo11 n:qt1esl !O s,,,,rfbnl. The 
following is a study 011 the same 
passage, developed 011 a differe11t 
level for i11dt1nive study with lit.crates. 

Tl1esc first three chapters of lhe l�ihle 
comain lhc seedbed of all biblical lruth. 
They lay the foundation for t111de�·­
s1;111ding the character of' Cud, 1he 
p11rpose of creation, the nature of 
ma11. sin and its consequences, 1hc 
need of rede111ption and 1he way Cod 
has provided f<>r lhis need. Failure to 
pr{'sem this seniun or the Bible clkc-
1ivcly will have serious i1nplications for 
ade,ptale understanding of lite whole. 
What it emphasizes a11d how it is 
handled is, therefore, of supren1e im­
portance. 

Doctrines Revealed, Explicitly Or 
Implicitly 

1 .  Concerning God 

His eternal self-existence, creator­
ship, omnipownce, so\'ereignty, 
wisdom, goodness, mercy, sell�rcve­
lation, personal nat11re, lransce11-
dcnce, immanence, quali1y or

rcdeemer/sa vior. 

2. Concerning man

I le was crcaled as a dislinct species
rather than evoh·ed from lower
species, created with both ph)'sical
and spiritual quali1ies, created wiL11
lhe ability IO comnrnnicale with his 
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Crealor, crealcd free from defect or 
sin, created a rational being, crcaled 
a moral being, created as God's 
vicegerenl lO the rest of creation. -
He is a fallen crealurc in presem 
s1a1c as a consequence of disobe­
dience, rendering hi111 spiritually 
dead and incapable of achicving 
his own redemption. 

3. Cn11rnrni11g Solan

I le is a crealed being, a rational
hei11g. the enemy of God ;rnd man,
seeking to thwart the purposes of
Cod and the desli11y of 111an, oper­
a1ing by craftiness and decei1,
des1ined to final destruction.

4. Conarning sin

Sin is disohcdic11ce to I he revealed
will of God, cnlered into h)' delib­
erate choice, abetted by Satan's
deception. alienating man from
God, calling fonh the judgment of 
God, infecting the entire human
race, resulting in death (first spiri­
lual, then physical).

5. Concerning rn/emption

It is at Cod's iniliative, involving
both the coming of a redeemer and
the means of a vicarious subslitutc.

Common Muslim/Christian Under­
standings Existent in the Narrative 

The eternal existence of Corl-I: I 
God as u11iq11e Creator-I: I 
The 011111ipotent word of God-"Go<l 
said ... " reiterated lhroughout chapters 
I, 2 

C,mtion of Adam from d11st�2:7 
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Perfectioi1. of original creation- I: 31 
"very good" 
The interdi:ction given as lo /mrlaki11g of 
the lree-2: 17 
The broad outlines of Adam's sin----ch. 3, 
i.e. Satan's character and role, Eve's
initiative, Adam's compliance, God's 
judgment of expulsion from the 
garden 
Unknown or Unrecognised Factors to 
Emphasize 

I . In the creal ion 

- The logically orderly progression
from simple to complex, each act 
preparing fur the succeeding aCL, 
i.e. light as basic to all the rest of
creation, cir)' land as basic w vegeta­
tion, vegetation as basic to animal 
life. 
Creation according to delined and 
closed species (many of today's 
Muslims will have, consciously or 
unconsciously, imbibed the theory 
of evolution from the western­
model education in which the)' 
have been trained). 

- The uniqueness of Cod's cre,Hion of
man 
Contrast in language = ''let the land 
produce ... " vs. "let us make ... " 
Dual action of' 2:7 = ·• ... dust of the 
ground .. '' (physical nature, giving 
afTinity with the rest of creation), 
"breath of life" (spiritual nature, 
giving affinity with God) 
Definition of " ... in the image or 
God ... " as imparting dominion 
over the rest of creation ( I :26,27), 
moral responsibility (2: 17) and 
spirit natllre, i.e. capacit)' to know 
and relate personally with God 

17 

Seedbed XII 

2. /11 the Fall 

- Tactics used by Satan
suggestion/insinuation = "Oid God 
reall)' say ... an)' tree ... ?" 
deniaVlying = "You will nol die 
deceit/false promise = " ... eyes will 
he opened ... become like Cod" 
impugning the character of God = 
"God knows ... " 
promise of someLhing better Lhan
God had given = "You shall
become as Gods" 

- Steps in act of disobedience
giving ·attention = Eve answered
Satan. rather than ignoring him 
altering God's word = "You must
nm touch it." 
looking at the fm·biddet1 = "When
the wornan saw ... " 
lusting- after the forbidden
good liH· fi>od ... pleasing to the C)'e

taking the forbidden =" ... she took
son1e ... " 
ingesting the forbidden 
ate it"

:md

involving another in partaking of
the forbidden = "She also gave 
some to her husband 

- The definition of sin
disobedience to God's revealed will
llirning from Cod to Satan
seeking to improve on what God 
has declared perfect 
self-dependence, rather than God­
dependence 

- The consequences of sin
• frustration = their eye� were
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opened, LhC)' saw only Lheir naked­
ness 

shame = efTccL of nakedness, 
irnplicd by ensuing action, 3:7 

fear= v.10 

alienation from God = 8, I 0 

sclf�jusrification. i.e. shifting the 
blame 10 orhcrs 

di\'i11e j11d�rnent upon the scrpenl. 
upon E\'c, upon Adam 

spiriu,al d(';llh (cir Adam and E\'C 

personally (er. 3: 19 1,'/'2: 17 & 2:7) 
and for Lhe race or ma11kind 
de sec 11dcd from I helll (:i: I-'.{) 

- The l'tniliry of 1n:111's effnns to
cornpc11sa1c for hi� si11 and 11iakc
hi,m,elr acceptable LO Cod.

1\cl.t111's statement. ·•1 1,·as naked".
when garbed in the clot hes of th cir
own making-

3. In Cort•� rrdNnjJ!i.1/' artio11s

- Taki11g the i11iLia1i1T 10 seek 0111
,\clam-3:9

- Promise of a dcliverer-3: l:'i

- l'roviding a CO\'ering for sin-:S:21

The abo\'e points are outlim:d as 
guidelinc help� for Lhc study leader. 
I h-/shc should keep in mind, however, 
that Lhcse truLhs arc imparted impli­
citly through animated narration or 
induni1·c dialogue rather tha11 cxpli­
citly through enumeration or doctrinal 
points. 

Presentation 

Kccp constantly in mind that this is ;111 
imroduction 10 the Bible story of 
redemption. One shoultl not expect 
or auempl 10 try to explain and appl)' 
all lhc 1ruths implied in the narra1ivc. 
�luch will be lcr1 as foundational 
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mystery which will be explained later. 
For instance, I would make no refer­
ence to 3: 15 being a prediCLion ofjcsus 
Christ al this point, or of the coats of 
skin being typical of His rc<lcmptive 
sacrifice. It would bc better at this point 
lO leave 1hc specific application vague, 
i.e. :1: 15 being a prediction thaL
somcdar a desn.�nda111 of Eve would
des, roy the Serpcnl and Lhat the coats
of skin typify redemption hr sacr ificc.
Chronological st11dy allows 1111<.ler­
standing of liihlical revelation to
dcvclop progressively, cvcn as that
revclaLion was i;i\'cll progrcssi\'dy. We
ll\llSt s1ucliou:,ly a\'oid a western ten­
dency 10 explai11 and appl)' everything
in1111l·diatc.:l}' from the first lesson.

This passage can lie 11sed cllecLivcly in 
cid1cr narrati1t· or discussion :,LUdy 
modes. Narration woulcl bl' most cllec­
tivc for illiterates or larger groups. 
Inductive discussion will b{' 1110s1 ellcc­
li\'t.: for literates, especially one-on-onc 
or wilh small gro11ps. I havc most 
con11nonly used it in lhe laLLer form. 
In I his mode t ht· narrati\'e ill developed 
thro11gh lcading questions lo which Lhe 
intcrlocutor finds the answers hr 
rcading and rellecting on Lhc passage. 
I le should be led by question/discus­
sion lO draw his own conclusions, 
r:11 her than the leader of Lite discussion 
imposing his. I include a tentati\'c lis1 
of qucs1ions below. Remember, 
however, that the swdy should be 
living, with questions and suh-quc:,,­
Lions formed and rcphrascd lO enable 
the panicipa111s to grasp the meaning 
of Lhe 1exl in Lhe context of the 
dialogue. Therefore, use Lhc questions 
as a general guidc, nm as a canned 
fr>rmula. 



Study Guide Questions 

Cha/1/er Onf 

I. When did God begin? (I: I)

2. Whal is His first action recorded for
us? (1:1)

3. What agent(s) did He use in crea­
tion? (1:2, 3, 6. 9, 14, 20, 24, 26)

4. In what order were the elements of
the eanh created? ( 1:3, 6, 9, I I, 1'I,
20, 24, 26)

5. Whal significance do you sec in the
01·der of creation?

6. What repeated phrase in I: 11, 12,
21, 24, 25 indicates how the 
different species or plant and 
animal life came LO be? 

7. What was God's evaluation of I lis
work at the end of each day (I: I 0.
12, 18, 21, 25) and of all the
completed work al the end or
creation? ( I :'.11)

8. What does the phrasl'. "\'t.:ry good",
pronounced by Cod, indicarc as to 
the original state of I I is crea1io11?

9. Is the created u nivcrse as we find it
toda)' sLill in that m·iginal sratc?

ChaJ,ler 1ivo 

I. Why did Cod rest on the scvenrh
day? (2: l -'.1)

2. I low docs this reinforce what we
saw in chapter one as to th<.: original
st,llc of Creation?

3. Chapter one gives a brief story of all
of creation, including man. Chapter
2:4-25 seems to re\·iew the material.
On what or on whom do the details
of chapter 2 concentrate? (2:!5, 7,
15-25)

4. From what was man's physical
being made? (2:7)
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5. What anion imparted life to this
being? (2:7)

6. How docs this differ from the
creation of plants ,md the rest of
animal life? (compare 2:7 with I: 11,
20, 24)

7. \Vhat provision did Cod make for
man's living environrnenr and
sustenance? (2:8, 9, I 6, 17)

8. \Vhat single rest ricr ion did God
place on man's consumption or
what God had provided? (2: 17)

9. What was the judgment promised if
this rcstricrion was 1101 observed?

I 0. \\'hat responsibility did Cod give to 
man in the environment in which 
He placed Ilim? (2:15) What docs 
this teach us as to our responsibility 
fiir the c11vironmcn1 in which 1,·e 
live? 

11. \Vhat pro\'ision did God make for
man's social need? (2:18, 21-23)

12. \'\'h )' was the formation of a new
crca1ure necessary LO 1ncet this
need? (2:21)

13. From what was woman made?
(2:21, 22)

14. What was to be her position and
role alongside 111an? (2:'.W-22)

15. What docs 2:25 indicate concerning
th<.: relationship between the firsr
human pair and between them and
Cod?

Chapter Three 

I. What do wc learn about "the
serpent" in 3: 1-5?

2. What steps did he take to get the
woman to eat of t he forbidden tree ) 
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:I. \\'hat does his anion indicate as LO 
his allitudc. both lc>\\'ard Goel and 
to\\·ard mankind? 

-1. \\'hat progTe�\ive stt·p� do you sec
in tire woma!l's rc�ponSl'. 10 the 
temptation? 

:i. \\'a:,,, the serpent's pro111iSl' of v.5 
reali1.cd 1d1cn Ad,1111 and E\'e ate of 
Ill<' l'ruit in ,·. 7? I lo\\' did Llw re.dill 
diller l'rom lhl' prott1ise::-

(i. I low did they respond to Ilic 1w1,· 

awarl·ness that their disobedience 10 
God's command �a\'t' them? 

7. I low did their sin affect their
a11i111de 1m,·anl and r·cla1io11ship
with Guel?

8. \\'hat docs the man's response 10
Cod's question in v. 10 indicate as
lO the wonh of wh:11 they had done
in ,·. 7?

9. \\'ere either ol' 1l1c pair ready 10
accept hi�/her responsibility fr>r
what ther had done? I low did
they seek to evade their own
responsibility?

I 0. \\'h a t  ju d g 111 e n  t d i d  G o d  
pronounce 011 1hc serpent? 

11. Wh:-11 judgment did I le pronounce
on the woman?

I�- What judgmeut did I le pronounce 
on tire man? 

l'.1.Carcf'ully compare '.Ll7-19 with 
2: 17. What apparent contradiction 
do you find? 

14. What kind or life is referred to in 
3: 19? 

1 5. What aspect of man's originally 
created life was 111issing al this 
time? What had happened to this 
aspect of his life? 
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16. \\'hat evidences or God's mercy do
you sec, in spite.: or their clisobc­
dic11cc?

17. Comparing, •. 21 with v. 7, what can
Wt' conclude as to the only initiawr 
and provider of' a n>l'crin� for the 
result or sin? 

18. From wh:11 did Cod make clothing
for 1hc111? \\'hat had LO h,1ppe11 for
lhl'Sc clothes LO he 111.idc? What
docs this indicat<· as to th(' price to
be paid for co,·cring- of sin?

19. \\'h)' do )'Oll think Cod banished
the pair l'ro111 Eden? Was this a
banishment from heaven to earth,
or :in expulsion from a perfect
canhly enviro11rne111?

the11 turn 10 Cen. 5:1-:i a11d cor11ras1 
tlic phrases •·when Cod created man, 
he made him in the likeness or Cod," 
and "Adam ... had a son in his own 
image ... " I ask what h:id happened in 
the interl'al bct1,·ec11 the reali,.:uion or 
these two s1a1emen1s. emphasizing that 
what Adam reaped as the consc­
quenci:s or his sin was passed on to 
succeeding gcm:ra1io11s of mankind. 


