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Background on the Cit, and the Miniltry 

I began by asking for a little baclqiround information on the city of "X, • a 
predominantly Berber city in North Nrica, where they have been ministering. I was 
told that it ,.. founded in the late 19'l0s as a French F<>ftign Legion outpost. The 
ladies desaibe the lay-out of the city as a centnl town, or •casbah,• surrounded by a 
number of "villages," or "douar." Some of the doua, are separat.ed somewhat, while 
othen more or less run together. The people of the town are predominantly Arabic-, 
speaking and originally from other puts of the counby, whereas the people of the 
doum are predominantly Berber-speaking. There is a distinct difference between town 
life and village life. 

The minisby in "X" began in the early 1960s. Initially, the expatriate worlen liwd in 
the town, but since the medical and midwifery woric: which dewloped focuses mainly 
on the poor in the villages, they now live in one of the villages. <Mr the years, through 
midwifery they have deyeloped telationships with many women and childten, especially 
young girls, in the villages. In 1983, when "A",.. left alone following the departure of 
her previous co-worlaers, "B" joined her in the work. By this time "B" already had 
twenty years experience in medical woric: and clnm:h planting elsewhere in the counby. 
Severa.I years ago they were joined by the "C" family with their four children. 

There are restrictions, of course. As one of them put it, "You don't need telephones or 
fu machines in the village; everybody knows what ewrybody else is doing. Our lives 
are an open book. which has both .tvantages and disadvantages to us as Otristians. 
The other comments, -i can't do in 'X.' for eumple, what I could do in the large city 
where I lived previously, such as distributing literature, and the lile; in midwifery woric: 
we have to be careful But the homes are very open to our minisby." She went on to 
explain that the midwifery woric: � them a wide scope of oubuch; they are able to 
go back in many of these homes, and talk with the family, leaYe cassettes, and the like. 

Asled about the comparative openness of Berbers • compared to Arabs, one of the 
ladies rep6ed that having spent 20 yean in the counby before going to "X. • she feels 
that the Berber people are more open and frank in general, and because of that they are 
more open to the gospel In this connection, she cites a National Arab brother who had 
been invited to minister to the group in "X. • Quoting the Arab proyerb, "Politeness 
before Truth," he had commented, "I think that the people here are more open. They 
sa what think rather than • t
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The Role of Prayer in Planting the Church 

The two ladies made it clear that they consider prayer to be the main factor in the 
growth of this church group. In 1984 they attended a country-wide prayer conference 
where setting specific prayer targets wu the focus. One remarks that in her prayer 
group, each was to set a prayer goal for which he or she would be praying during the 
coming year. Hers was that God would raise up at least one male believer in the church 
in "X" by 1985. She comments: 

By the next year there were al least two .... From then until now we could be 
in the homes day and night if we had the penonnel and the time, whether 
with families within the flock or outside, from the poor to the educated. The 
ground is ripe. I think the lcey has been prayer. 

Two of the Christian girls were engaged by their families to non-Christian 
young men who were al least nominally Muslim. We asked prayer partners 
and mends to pray specifically for these two girls and the two young men by 
name. Both young men became beliewn in Christ One of them has been 
baptized, and has married the girl concerned. They have since had a child 
whom they have dedicated to the Lord. The other couple is not yet married, 
but is still unofficially engaged. 

During our conversation they told of occasions when new beliewn were added to the 
church as a result of specific prayer. They described what happened when sweral 
churches in the homelands joined them in upholding the work regularly in prayer. 

We have prayer cards for each of the beliewn; people were praying for them 
by name, just as we do. Then we try to send them updates for prayer, and 
SOS requests. At the time of their mission conference in the Spring of 1992, 
the Sunday School director of a church in the US wrote saying that they 
wanted biographical slietches of three families in "X-; we sent them slietches 
of three boys. At the end of June, one of those boys became a beliewr, and in 
July another boy did as well; their parents were already Christians. The 
children who were praying for those boys/families were 5th and 6th graders. 
The previous fall when I was in the country, they and their parents attended 
our conference. They took prayer cards for children in "X. • with pictures of 
the child and family, a biographica1 slietch, and prayer "Wluests. Last summer 
in England we especially requested prayer for the third family who is also 
Berber speaking. and now four of those children have become Christian. 
Again it was specific prayer. 

The "Waiting List" and "Lamb oftbe Month Club" 

At one point the two began talking about what they called their "waiting lisL • When 
queried they explained it as the list of those for whose salvation they pray specificalJy on 
a regular basis. They report, "We have seen one person after another come to the Lord 
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this way." Some co-worlcien hlM Mf'ernd to it as the "Lamb of the Month Club," 
because they claim one person for the Loni each month. Said one, •it doesn\ always 
work out, or coune, but people hlM been praying specific:ally for different ones, and 
they come to the Loni. We now hawe six or more people ror whom we are praying.• 
The following story illusb'ates the idea of the "waiting lisl • 

One man, originally l'rom the city or "Y: is teaching at a ))de in a town about 
two houn away. He married a girl &om "X" who is high on our "waiting lisl • 
They would very much lib to be transf'ernd to "X. • She's a primary teacher. 
She's not a beliewr yet, but through the years she 1111 had Bible teaching, has 
been to camps, and •A• delMnicl her two childlen. Although she's not yet a 
beliewr, shortly before we left for the US she made this R1quesl: "When you 
get to America, find a large church and tell them please to pray that we get 
t.eachingjobs in the c:ily of 'X'." She would Hice -. large chun:h to pray for that 
please.• She's been close to salvation different times with tears in her eyes. 
Something is holding her back. Her husband was baptiaed lat year; he and 
we continue to pray for her l&Mdion. Admittedly he must not push: it must 
be a work or the Holy Spirit, and through the Word. 

The Role of Christian Familiea In Reaching their Emnded Family 

Another emphasis has been reaching the family unil The medical midwifery service 
has been especially important in this regard. The case of one mended family is 
especially noteworthy. The husband was one of the two men about whom they were 
able to report to the prayer conference in '85 that he had become a beliewr that )'l!IU'. 

The one Mlat.es the following: 

We had been taking care of his little boy who had a SeYere bum. One summer 
when my colleague was out of the country, I had gone to their home to dress 
the bum. ll was early in the morning, and hol He Aid, "Ohl you came 
early.■ I said , •1 came early because it's hot and I get up to n!ad and pray." 
His wi(e jumped up saying that she n!ads the Qur'an and prays. I said, •No, I 
don\ read the Qur'an: I n!ad the Bible." At that he jumped up and pulled a 
little suitcase off his cabinet; it was loaded with DCC lessons and 6teratuM, 
etc., dating from 1978 until '82 (this was '85). He said, •t got 10 out or 10 and 
I can\ ewn n!ad or write." 

It turned out that his nephew, who was a !)de student at the time, was doing 
the answen. So I tallat to that couple about the Loni. I was getting n!ady to 
go away also. But I left them cassettes because they couldn\ n!ad, and as they 
live with wall-to-wall neighbon I cautioned them not to tum up the sound 
very high. They said, "we wouldn\ hawe told you ir you hadn\ told us: we 
lmow to be careful." He said "you lmow what's on the radio; one night a week 
it's in Berber." They have been listening to the programs through some years. 
They had accepted O.rist as far as they understood Who He is, but since then 
when we returned to -X.,. we had them once a week f'or Bible teaching, and 
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reading through the Gospels. And we began using the Vtuwlized Bible 
written materials and cassettes with them. That is one unit in the family. 

Since then their daughter began coming to Bible study. She became a 
beliewr, and then her )'Olinger brother aged 10 or 11 became a beliewr. She 
was married this spring at 15 and a half years of age; her young husband (age 
21) became a beliewr befote their marriage. She has a step son who hu
made a profession of faith, as well as a sister in another villnge and her
daughter. Ulaewise the nephew, who had done the lessons for him and had
gone on to university, he and his wife who are teachers are belieYm and live a
little way from us. That is one extended family.

In the larger area there are ten equally )'Oked couple$,_ but in the immediAte 
vicinity there are about fiw family units-childten, brothen and sisters. I 
think the family units are a big laey to the planting of this church. 

The Role of the Vl•uallzed Blbk .Materiala 

We spent quite A bit of time discussing how they use the Vlsuollwd Blbk 1 and other
Bible teaching materiAls to ground the new beliewn in the Word of God; I was 
particularly interested in the role of consistent Bible teaching in the growth of the 
group. What they said reminded me once again of something written by Peter 
BeyerhAus which had so impressed me years ago. He wrote: "1be Church ii both 
created and preserved by the Word . ... The young Church grew because of the Word, 
not beclluse of some inherent spiritual faculty which dewloped through its own natural 
power.-2 I found that, contrary to common misperceptions about these materials, they 
are using the VB to teach Bible doctrine at All age and educational lewis, and not just 
with children or illiterate women. They ewn use the VB to teach lycee teachen who 
haw become Christians. Of coune, the way they use the VB to teach children or 
illiterate women is different than the way they use it with the educated. 

For those who are not familiar with the VLfflfliiwd Blbk let me summarize by allying 
that it is a series of liuge format books with illustrations (78 YOlumes in English) 
designed to facilitate the teaching of Bible docbine. Very few of the YOlumes were put 
into Modem Standard Arabic, howewr. About 45 have been into the North AfricllJl 
colloquial. These are mostly in mimeographed form, howeYer, and not widely available 
or used. Most of the colloquial YOlumes are available on audio cassette. There also exist 
the VB •minibooks,■ with illustrations only, which mey be bllaen home by the student 
or left with the cassettes so that the students may look at the illustrations as they listen. 
(For more on these materials see SEEDBED VIJ/4 11992), pages 59-64). Here is how 
these llldies described the way they use these materiAls. 

We use the VB materiAls (�ttes and minibooks) a lot when we are 
teaching illiterate, uneducated women. They will bllae cassettes home from 
our lending library, and bring them bacJc to get a new one when they're 
finished. In this way they are getting consistent teaching. Those who are 
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educated will usually taJce the printed or mimoog,aphed lessons as well as the 
cassettes; they prefer the printed ones where they exist as they are much 
easier to follow than the mimeographed materials, and much nicer anyway. 

We mentioned a lye& teacher. He is a professor; he had studied Arabic 
literature at the university. When he became a Christian he was quite happy 
to study the VB materials. He got his teaching mainly at home. He reads a 
lot. and has read a lot of Christian literature. He borrowed the VB cassettes 
and printed lessons quite regularly over a period of time, and has found them 
\lel'Y helpful in hi$ own learning process. 

So the VinwftMd Bihk is not just for children and the uneducated. We use it 
for most of those we disciple. Six or eight of the beliewn happen to be 
teachen and we have used the VB materials in teaching all of them. And 
then, we often use a segment &om a VB lesson in conjunction with teaching 
some subjects along with other material. In addition to the VB materials, we 

also use the Navigator materials in Arabic 
3 

for nearly all literate belie\'er'S from 
the age of fourteen and up. 

We have placed cassette machines in about 15-20 homes, In our Audio-Visual 
library we have all the VB cassettes, all the cassettes &om Malaga, and almost 
all of the cassettes from Marbz ash-Shabiba. Now its Christian video also. A 
number of homes in the village have their own VCRs, so they are not just 
watching our machine. We didn, have a television, but we were given a VCR 
and then a 1V set with which to use iL 

The age and education lewis of those being taught haw a lot to do with the way one 
uses the materials and ones choice of teaching methods. 11le Vfmgllmrf Bibk deals in 
rather complex "adult" ideas but it brings them down to a lewl where ewn a twel"1e­
year old can understand them. Even 10, one cannot use them with twelve-year-olds the 
same way one would use them with adults. I therefore bied to get some idea of how 
they adapt the way they use the materials to the age group. I found that actually much 
of their teaching i$ highly individuahed. It seems that much of the lime of one of 
these ladies i$ given to the midwifery work. while the other spends much of her time 
teaching the ones and twos, or the small groups. 11le way she uses the materials 
depends on the individual; each one differenL 

This year, for the first time, I had more children than ewr to teach. We 
prayed for these kids !mt summer, and had people in England and the States 
praying for them. There was a nucleus of six children that came for teaching. 
The afternoons I was free rd have them by ones or twos, most of them twice a 
week, and also on Sundays. During the week I used the Visualized &hie, and 
in addition had one or lwo boys studying the Navigators materials. On 
Sundays we might do a VB lesson together or show a Christian video, and 
pray and sing. We also did a lot of Scripture memorization; this particular 
group learned the Lord's Prayer or prayed through a Psalm together, such as 
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Psalm 1. One young girl who has had no education kept up with all the 
memory work except that I did not have her memorize the books of the Bible. 
We hit memory work hard. We are hying memory work with the adults too. 

There is one family where the husband and wife are illiterate, and the children 
read the Scripture passages for their parents. (We have the children doing 
that in a couple of situations because the VB cassettes usually just giw the 
reference; the student must look up the wrse for himself or herself). In this 
one household, when the father had borrowed a cassette and we'd ask "Do you 
want to exchange it yet or not?" he would often say, "Ive heard it but I hawn't 
learned it yel" 

Asking questions and discussing what the text means are a big part of my 
teaching of adults. For the children, I do not use questions much; they like 
little quiu.es about the lesson, that is oral quizzes. Of course the VB lessons 
haw their own questions built into them, but you can ask other questions as 
well. I think that's an important part of teaching the Bible. 

The fact that the VB materials being used are in the North African dialect could raise a 
barrier, however. So I asked how this has affected the attitude of the more educated 
folk in "X" toward these materials. Here was their reply. 

In "X" it has not been a problem. Those who are educated have entered in 
well and have not objected, although I'm sure they would prefer the classical. 
Most of the Christians here are Berbers. One of the two !)de teachers is an 
Arab, but he doesn't have a problem with the lessons being in colloquial In 
the large city on the coast it u:w a problem, however; they have gone back 
and forth on iL Some of the educated Christians oppose the colloquial 
materials, but others do not; they were not all negative. Some really didn't 
mind iL But with their children becoming more educated I can see the need, 
particularly in the cities, for the materials to be in the literary language also. 
It may become that way in "X" as well. However, it appears that at times the 
colloquial is actually better understood than the classical. 

Mind you, even if it is a Berber family, their education will haYe been in 
classical Arabic. But I find that too many of them learn by rote, and often do 
not understand what theyve learned. A friend of mine who is a very good 
linguist says that although many read classical Arabic they may not 
understand what they have read. She describes an occasion where she was 
reading the Bible with two or three girls; one girl could manage to read the 
colloquial but not the classical The others would read a passage in the 
classical and then say, "What does it say in yours?" They hadn't really 
understood what they had read. Then &gain, one of the educated girls who 
had studied two years in another city, when the audio-cassettes of Scripture 
came out in her language she would follow the reading in her Bible, but was 
thrilled to hear it read in the Berber. Here in "X." in a conversation between 
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four people, you might hear in one sentence both Berber and colloquial 
Arabic, classical Arabic. Flench and English. 

The Prwlem o( a Team Made Up Only o( Single Women 

Al this point, I audeciously •laed whether • single women living in a Muslim society 
they were thernselws teaching the men in the city of -x.• For a number of years, 
before the arrival of the •C" family, there were no male <Jlrittian worlers. During this 
time, however, men were coming to Otrist and were studying the VB and other 
materials. In a society which is rnon! or leu slric:l on the � of the sues, 
howewer, single women find themselves in the delicate situation of needing to teach 
male 0011\!erts, and at the same time to reflect the Biblical model on the roles of men 
and women in the church. It is bue that Berber society is generally less segyegationist 
than Arab society, but whether or not this hel.- the chun:h plants is uncertain The 
reply of •8" who has carried lll0$l of the teaching to.I is illuminating. 

Yes, I was leaching the men; I'm not a teacher but because of time and 
priorities this became my responsibility. When you get older and your hair 
grayer, and there BN no men to do it. it becomes mane acceptable for women 
to leach men. Where we liYe it has not been a problem, bul younger women 
should not be leaching men, nor women living alone. Even i( it were 
acceptable it would not be wise. Now that Mr. •C" is here he can do this. 

To complete the picture, howe\lel", il must be said that these ladies were very wise in 
their approach to meeting this need (they certainly 1ft not radical feminists). They 
haw: made ewery effort to expose the church in "X" to • many male Otristian teachers 
as possible. For one thing. the teacher on the Visualhed Bible cassettes is a man I• 
Berber in ract, although on the cassettes he spealcs in North African Arabicl. In 
addition, four times a year they have had mature Otristian men oome from elsewhere 
in the country to teach the believers in "X"; most of these have been National 
Christians, and two 1ft Berber. Now that Mr. •C" h• come they would lihe to see cell 
groups developing in the chun:h and the different groups getting togelher perhaps once 
a month. They 1ft hoping that • he becomes adept in the langlJlille he wiU be able to 
train the men to preach, teach and mich out. and increasingly tahe owr local 
leadenship. They also desin: to train someone to teach the childmi. 

The Lacko( National Chrlltian Homu wheN BeUeven can Meet 

One of the problems the young church faces at this point is that il is mainly in the two 
upabiate homes that the believers must meet t'or Bible study, etc. Last year the men 
started rotating (or their Meldy meeting between an expatriate home and two National 
Christian homes. But i( a visitor drops in during the Bible study they have to stop and 
entertain the visitor. There's not the measua of privacy that is needed. 

In the village next to where we and f'amily •C" liws, there are thft!e btothen 
who 1ft all Quistians; two 1ft now married, one is single. and their two 
married sisters hlM also become Otristians. One of the married brolhen has 
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mowed with his wife out of the parents' home. The single brother and the 
married brother living with his wife at home are all baptw.ed believers, but the 
parents are noL So at the sheep feast, during Ramadan, and at other such 
times it is very difficult; they would lilce to have people in their home but they 
cannoL The one brother has a real pastor's heart, but because of living at 
home with his parents he cannot invite the beliewn to meet in his home; he 
is not free to do that Two of the teachers in the church are unofficially 
engaged, if God should bring this maniage into being that may be a home 
where the believers could meet together. 

Finally ... To conclude, the ladies had this to say about their experience in "X. • 

Although there are problems and resbictions, and we see lulcewannneu as 
weU as commibnent, basically we're encouraged. We're not oblivious to the 
ract that there could be a 'Judas' in the group, and acknowledge that they 
have their ups and downs. Some are not 'running' as weU as desired, a couple 
show 'stunted growth,' some are fearful or cold, but God is working and what 
He begins He perfects. He is a Faithful God and Master Teacher, Holy and 
Just, Loving. Forbearing. Forgiving. Able to convince, convict, save, heal the 
wounded, and piclc up the fallen. He sifts and He purifies. Our God is the 
Almighty, Eternal God. He is the Potter and we the clay. 

1Pul6hed by Bible V■uala lntem&lional, PO Box 153, Akron PA 17501-0153 USA. Tel: 717/859-1131.
;,.._ De)wham & Henry Lefww, r,. R-,,o,_,. C1-r:h and th, Fon11p1 Mission (Grand Rapids: 

Eadrnana, 1964), pp. 126,127 
3,,. stwia In Clridan Lllllng aeriis in Arabic. available from &.ole Radio Biblique, BP 2014, 

13012 Mlneille Cala 01, France. 
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RESOURCES FOR LEARNING GULF ARABIC 

byR.B. 

For those wanting to live in the Gulf and meet Gulf Arabs, a knowledge of spolcen Gulf 
Arabic is very helpful. Howewr, one is not lilcely to learn it just by being "immersed" in 
the culture, as one could in f4ypt, because the citiuns tend to live apart &om the 
many expalrial:es. One can study Arabic elsewhere, prior to moving to the Gulf, but in 
that case one is learning a "foreign" dialecL So for those wanting to learn Gulf Arabic, 
whether they have studied elsewhere or not, it is essential to have some helpful 
resourc.es, both written and audio. And for those who have learned to speak one 
particular variety of Gulf Arabic, there may stiO be a need for resourc.es to help them 
learn to understand the other varieties. Here are some of the most useful resourc.es, 
identified by author. 
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John Klrkbrlght 

The study of Gulf Arabic wiU be greatly aided by a new (1993) book entitled Spoken 
Arabic Slep--hg-Slep, a beginner's rourse in lhtz Spolcen Arabic of lhtz Gulf and Saudi 
Arabia, by John KiricbrighL It is published by Motivate Publishing (P.O. Box 2331, 
Dubai, UAE). It comes in two attractive, spiral-bound volumes of about 90 pages each, 
with four ca.uette tapes of 45 minutes each, and costs about $40. 

The following introduction to the author is provided: John Kiricbright first startM the 
study of Arabic � put of a B.A. Honours Course al Durham University, graduating in 
1961. Since then, he has taught Arabic and other lanauages to a variety of students 
from diverse puts of the globe, besides being involved in business and banking. He hM 
an M.A. in Unguistics and English Language Teaching from Leeds University (1974) 
and has written on Arab dialects. He is an &sociate of the Institute of Linguists, U.K., 
and a member of the British &sociation for Applied Linguistics. He has lived in the 
Arab world for 25 years, of which the last 16 haw been spent in the Gulf. 

The author has both training and experience in the pedagogy of lauguage teaching, and 
his expertise shows in the way he bas developed this coune. He does well at presenting 
patterns and providing substitutioo drills, without depending oo a lot of grammatical 
terminology and rules. The vocabulary is kept as practical as possible, and numerous 
dialogues are included . 

The book provides foc review while avoiding the boredom of repetition. In volume one, 
aftei" the first nine lesaoos, there is a review lesson. After that are 20 pages of 
supplementary exeicises, which can be dooe as a review or with their corresponding 
lessons. After that there are 8 pages of dialogues to learn oc tnmslate, in both directions. 
This gives considerable flexibility to the coone, enabling one to adapt it to the needs of 
complete beginners as well as the needs of those who !wow IUlOther di.a.lect. Volume two 
follows the same pattern, but also includes appendices, each of which gives a vocabulary 
list foc a particular semantic domain, such as the family, shopping, professions, the body, 
adjectives, etc. 

Kirk.bright presents the first-person imperfect fonn of the verb as the base form, which 
simplifies his approach considerably. For example, he can classify all kinds of roots and 
all derived forms into just two or three conjugation classes for the perfect and two foc the 
imperfect (although he doesn't use these terms). 

Since there are small difference among the Gulf dialects, both in vocabulary and in 
phonetic realisations, he often provides variant forms in brackets aftei" the given forms. 
As for the given forms, they are 1.1SU8lly those of what is called •F.d,rocated Gulf Arabic: 
meaning the leveled and cultivated spoken language of the region in which highly 
localised forms have been repl.&:ed by the more common forms or by standard forms. 
The voices in the tapes represent different dialects as well, to prepare one to understand 
speakers from different parts of the Gulf He even includes a few notes about 
pronunciations in western Saudi Arabia and in Oman. although the book is mostly 
oriented to the regions bordering the Gulf. 
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This is a book I can highly m:ommend for BD)'OllC wanting to learn Gulf Arabic, 
regardless of bis/her previous knowledge of Arabic or linguistics. Another linguist who 
'WOlted through it describes it as follows: 

The coune Im a pnctical design and the books are in an attradive modern 
format. It is deliberately thin on grammar, which may be a little ftuslrating for 
time who are analytical, and the pbonetic symbols { especially the vowels) are 
different from the Abdo/Kelaey system. � is a short 1-plF, but very 
intaesting. IUIIIID8I)' of dialectical differmces within Gulf and Saudi Arabic, 
and 11J1DC dialcctical YBriants are povided in the lCSIIODS. though genaally it 
seems to be the KllWlliti Y8rianta that are identified. The tapes are doae by 
different speakers from various dialects, though this {and the raulting 
variation) am be a little confusing at first. Nevertheless, this is an excellent 
beginners' coune. 

CUvaHola 

It would be good now to compue this book with the popular textbook by Clive Holes, a 
well-known descriptive linguist and IIOciolinguist who has written many books about 
Gulf Arabic. It is eotided Colloquial Arabic of dw Gal/ and Saudi Ambia, and was 
published in London by Routledge & ICegan Paul in 1984. It bas ova- 300 pages and one 
cassette of about 45 minutes. It fOCU81:S on F.duaded Gulf Arabic, especially as apokm. 
by Suonis in Bahrain. Although the book is published in a popular series, the linguistic 
bias of its author shines through. For example, the first ICS900 on the tape consists of 
extemive practice of pnJllUDCiation. using lists of words that exemplify lllOUDds in 
different wool positions. This part would be good for all beginnen. 

Throughout the book. the les80111 are thorough and the vocabulary is extensive. The 
author Im cvideotly cboecn wmls that he can uac to illusuatc grammar and to build 
'IOC8bulary. Dialopea are provided - exaaaes to be ff8d wl comprehended � 
are 1nnslation exames in both ctin,ctioos. � are also sublltitution exaci9ell. The 
last 45 pages contain the 8lllwa' by. 

This is an excellent book. The pmo1mciatian drills will be of benefit to begiDOe!'II, but 
the rat of the book might best be l'CIC2WII for time who aln:ady know another dialect of 
spoken Arabic and for thoee who have already IDIUllcred Kirkbright's book. 

llanuU QaO,heh 

Hamdi Qafisheh has written a thn»-volumc 9d of textbooks with the following tides: 

A Btuic C011rx in G,,lf Arabic 
O.lf Arabic, lntam«liate uwl 
A Short Reference Gn:anmar of Gal/ Arabic 

All \WS'C published in the 1970s by The University of Arimna Press in TUCSOD, where 
Qafisheb is evidently a professor. The dialect taught is basically the Educated Gulf 
Arabic of speakers ftom Abu Dhabi, although 90lllC variety is present. Each volume has 
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almost 500 pages, but not DIIDY \\Uds per page. The fint volume c:ooi:cntrales oo 
simple, effective drills of various kinds, without overloading the student with too much 
vocabulary or grammar. The gnunmatical patterns arc well presented through 
comparisons and substitution drills. The vocabolary is basic and practical. and the book 
should be &irly cuy lo use. However tbae arc not. lo my knowledge, any tapes lo go 
with it,., it might best be med as a lllpplcmmf lo ICiJtbrigbl and lo Holes. 

Aramco 

People intaestcd in the spoken Arabic of the Gulf COlll of Saudi Anbia will want lo 
acquire Spaun Ambic (Sa,,di). by Van Wagooa-, Sattathwait, and Rice, which WBS 

pJblisbed by Spobn Language Scrwa in New Ycllk in 19T1. It ccmea with five 
C8Slldtc tapes of about 45 minuta each. Thia book wu developed over the )'al'S for 
te:acbing Anbic lo Americans 'MIiking for Aramco. Molt of tbe vocabolary and 
dialogues arc taken fnim the field of pdn>lcum opcntiOIII, ., it ia YCIY practical if tbal is 
)'OUI' line of wort. Since lhae arc not many Anh wamcn in the oil ficlda, it is not 
surprising tbal tbae arc not many feminine verb fOIIIII in the book. 

Othen 

It '1W>llld be good lo mention bae two olha' books by Clive HoJCL Ilia G,d/ Ambic ia a 
reference grammar writt.eD for linguisls. Tbose witbout tmining in dacriptiYc linguistica 
will not find it uacful� lingl•iats will find it uacful •an� refcnnce wart, but not 
as a textbook. The IC00lld book is entitled Longuap l'arialiM tlltd C-S• in a 
MoMrnuiltg Ami, Sta, 1Jw ea. of Baluain. pd,lisbc,d hy ICepn Paul lntcmalioual in 
London and Boslm in 1987. Thia is IDUll reading for lll)'IJIIC who W11D11 lo � 
the aoc:ial dynamics of languaae USC in the Gulf, particuJarly in Bahrain. 

For any who want lo know mm: about the Shi'ite dialect spoken in Bahrain and a few 
olha' locaticm, a ac:rious linguistic deacriptioo is available. It is Lanp,ge cnl lingui.rlic 
origina in Bal,,ain: dw Baharnah dialect of Arabic. by Mahdi Abdalla Al•Tajir. It wu 
publishecl by Kepn Paul in 1982. 

There is a IIOIDCWhat daled but uacful wort in the manner of traditional comparative 
descriptive linguistics by T. M. JoboSloae. It is entitled &ut.nt Ambian Dialect 
Stwliu, and wu pJblishecl by Oxford University Pn:ss in 1967. The authar proYiclcs 
uscftal comparisons of gmornatical features of the clitfaaat Gulf dialecls. While it is not 
a textbook for language learning. it will be uacful f« tboae wanting lo become mon: 
familis with olha' Gulf dialects. Another good tcmaical book in tbe comparative vein ia 
Norllt &at Anibian Dlalect.r, by Ingham. Bruce, pd,lisbed by ICcpa Paul lntcmaticmal, 
London and Bostm, 1982. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

John Kelsay. W.. M4 W.-: A � ill � Etlua. Louisville: 
Westminstcr/John Knox Press (100 Withcnpooo Street, Louisville, KY 40202-
1396), 1993. Pp 149. S14.99 (paper). Reviewer: Bassmn M. Madany. 
Reprinted with permissioo from Calvin 11,eologicol Jm1mol, November 1994. 

A new era in WOl'ld history began when the United States dropped two atom bombs -
one oo Hiroshima. August S and the other on Nagasaki, August 9, 1945. The subject of 
war and peace assumed a aitical importance as man bad now at his disposal the ability 
to make the earth a wasteland. 

Even though the danger of nuclear war has diminished with the fall of the Soviet Empire, 
our WOl'ld is not entirely safe from nuclear cooflicts. Several COlUllries such as North 
Korea, Pakistan, Imo. Iraq, and Libya have shown a great interest in pursuing research 
that will enable them to join the nuclear-bomb chm. We are therefore indebted to John 
Kelsay who teaches in the Department of Religion at Florida University in TaJJahsssee. 
for offering u., such a timely study of /J/a,,r and War: A Stwly in COfflparotiw Ethia. It 
was occasioned by the Gulf War and. as the events in Somalia and Bosnia have shown, 
there is an urgent need to cooduct a serious disc::ussioo of the ethics of war. Since wc 
live in a global era when all nstioos have become our neighbors, our reflectioo must take 
into account other traditions. Specifically, wc need to acquaint ourselves with the 
Islamic view of war. 

The author divides his work into six chapters dealing with: 71,� Gvlf War and Beyond: 
77,o,,ghu on the ugacy of SoddaM H1UUin; � [$Jamie View of PtJaCe; Religion A., a 
Cm,.- of War; Ruort to War in the /$Jamie Tradition; /$lam and the Conduct of War: 
� Q,,ution of Ju In /kilo Restraint.,; Soldiu:r Without Portfolio: R�lor War in the 
Tradition of [$la,,,; and Religion and Wand Onkr. 

Even though Saddam Hussein is regarded as a •secutar• Arab leader following the 
natiooalist Baalh Arab Socialut Party ideology, bis rhetoric during and after the Gulf 
War has shown bis appropriating Islamic symbols. He wants to be known as the believer 
president fighting for the C8ll3C of Islam. Upon his instructi008, the Iraqi flag DOW carries 
the Islamic assertion of the greatness of God. Allam, Akbar, which ha.s always S1C1Ved as 
the war cry of this faith. Whether the Iraqi leader is a true believer or not. one thing is 
certain. he must appear as a Muslim leada' fighting within the tradition of Islam in order 
to legitimill his actions before, dwing, aud after the Gulf War. Thu.. it becomes very 
important for the West in general and for Christians in particular to learn about the basic 
view of Islam regarding war and peace. John Kelsay offers us this descriptioo of the 
classical Islamic teaching regarding war. 

The territory of Islam is theoretically the territory of peace and justice .... Islam 
provides the best and most 9CClll'C peace available to humanity. 

The peace of the world cannot be folly !leJCUrC unless all people come under 
the protection of an Islamic state. Thus there always exists an imperative for 
Muslims: to struggle to extend the boundaries of the territory of Islam. 



• 

SEEDBED X/1 page 14 
lbus ... the classical SUDDi perspective on peace involved a program of action. 

The sbvgg)e to extend the bouodarica of the taritAXy of Islam is the jihad. (34) 

Before the advent of Islam, Arab tribes fought each other. Now that they embraced the 
new faith and have bcccme brothas. they wae no longer to raid and plunder each olbe:r. 
Their aiagiea bad to be spcat in the taritcriea of the lofidel. Following the deaSb of 
Muhammad in 632 AD .• his succesams. the caliphs. � over the conquest of the 
warld By 732. the Arab Muslim empire extaJded from Spun to India. Theorizing oa 
the subject of war among Muslims fol/owd their conquests. The lands belonging to 
than Mn known u Dan,/.fa/an, (1/0IIMl,o/,d of l8"1M) aod the IBlida outside that n::alm 
war. designated as Dan,/-Ha,I, (IIOIIMhold <(War). 

Since in lalam there is no clistinaioa betwcm •cbun:h• aod state. religion aod politic:a, 
the faith may be sp:cad by pacbing • by war: 

[For) Sunm ioteUectuals. a "oonnal• w i.- ooonec:fed with the effort to ext.cmd. 
the bouDdarics of lalamic tarilAXy. Tbil strugJe, f• wbidl the peCerrod 
means is the spread of the Islamic IDCIMF tlnugb JR8dlin& teaching, 811d 
the like. may nevertheless take on the character of w . 

... the te:rritcry of Islam - really, the warl,d - could oat be a .:1n plac.e until 
aod un1eas Islamic hegaucmy WIii acknowledged cvaywbcn:. To IOCU(C such 
begaoony WIii the goal of the jihad. or •strug1e in the path of God.• 
According to the Sumu theorists, war or jihad by means of killing is justified 
when a people n:sim or otherwiac llands in oppoai1ion to the legitimate goals 
of Islam. (61) 

But what about today'll Muslim fhinbn7 On the one band, they realize that to live in our 
modem wmld, they cannot simply bold on to the cJassica1 Islamic view repnting the 
legitimacy of war as a means f« the cxpansiclll of the faith. They can quote the Quraoic 
vene •77,ere u no conrp11lsion in religion• (2:256) to support some type of modu vivendi 
with people and natioos living outside Danll-1•"-· While John Kelsay'I irenic spirit is 
clearly detectable tbrougboul his study, be could have strcued the fact that wbmevcr 
circumstances IIIC in their faV(JI", bo(b Muslim inteJlcctuals and rulers juati.fy their 
involvement in wars such as the conflict in southern Sudan. For almost ™' decades, the 
Muslim dominated government in the north bu waged a brutal war apinst the 
Christiana aod animists of the IOUlh. This action bu been p(l1nlyed as a war against a 
accessiou.ist movement. but the majority of the Soulhema:s as well as some Westcm 
obaervers perceive it as a plauued etrort to lslamize the south! 

In IDY tn:atmcnt of the topic of Islam and War such as in the book uadc:r review. I find it 
rather strange that the comparison restricts itself to Islam and the Wea. The undedyjng 
thought is that w.: arc ccmparing two distinct politu:al traditions. But this is partially 
tnJc. While lalaJn bu always been Jegarded u much DMn fban a religion, u this wont 
is UDdenfood in the modem Weat, yet timdamaJtaJly, it is a n:ligjous faith. It nob 
itxlf among the beaveoly (i.e .• theistic) world religioos such as Judaism and 
Christianity. 1bua, when a comparative study is made with Islam as one side of the 
� the olbe:r side must also include Christianity. Should such a theological and 
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ethical punuit be undertaken. the compamoo wuald readily appear u a contrast bctweell 
two widely ditfamt worldviews. 

, Far example. the New Testmt does not ancliaa thooaa:y within the pramt wodd 
anter. The Cllllltrast is not betwem •chtistmclom· and w other poUtical rea1ma but 
betwem the ICqdom of God 111d the world, uadcntoocl u - orpnize4 oppositiall to 
·God. Jn early Christianity, converts MR either citizma. IUbjec:ta. ar slaw:s within the
llomln F.mpR. Their faith spread tbroup pn,clamation. witnessinl, 111d martyrdom. 
AB Christians did not exa-cise political powa-, they did not face .-iously the subject of 
war 111d pm,c. Eventually following the conwnion of Comtaotiac and the gradual 
"Chriltilmi1.a• of the Roman F.lnpiK, it became lieceally for Chrisliana to n:flel;t a 
the subject of war. Thus, it was within the Cbristian community dud the Jut-_,,. 
ll'tlllltio,, w barn. AB our aulbor n:minds us in bis lnlloclueticm: 

Ova' the last thirty )'al'S, perhaps DO issue in religious dhic:s bas attracted 
mon: amsistc:ot attention than the uac of fm:e in war. JnspiR'JCI by the attempts 
of Fr John Courtney Murray and Paul Ramsey to recover the just-war traditiaa 
far theological cthic:a. mon: recent writcn have been interellted in philoeophiea1 
111d billklrical inquiries COllCCl'Ding the ctbic:s of war. 

Both Murray 111d Ramsey are daurdunen 111d dc:alt with the subject from within the 
Christian tradition. It is the iapomibility of CbriBliao tbcologiaaa at ethicists to 
pursue their sbldies - the subject building Oil the ricb heritage handed clown to us since 
the days of Saint Augustine. In our Rflection on aur put. M do confea that the chun:h 
bas not l1waya been comistmt with New Teltemaat Bebing. Far cumple. it was PGpe 
Udml n v.tao llln:bed tbe Finl em.le in 109fl claimina a divia right to reclaim the 
Holy Land. But today, DO mpana1Jle Cbrillia dmn:b -- or...,..., of wbltewi' 
cammunicm, 1IIUuld advocate the n:aort to wm far the spread of the Christian faith ar the 
reconquest of a loll taritoryl 

While modlnfe Muslims do acbowledge today the intc:rdepeodcoc of all natiODS 111d 
DO longer think in terms of Donl-llan, and Donl-Jala,;,, radical Muslims ltill c:beriah 
this autlook. It becomes the mpomibility of Christians to point out to Mllllim 
infelleduala. � naw livina in the Wat, that it is their duty to lpellk loudly about the 
necessity for all pc,ople at lllliona to live in peace. The global litualion requires the 
recognition that we face unique dlallmges that must be met without n:aort to wm. And 
it is specifically Muslim nations facing problans of gigantic proportions that need to 
realize that history does not repeat itaelf' 111d pat cooquest.s 111d exploits cannot be 
duplicated. For them to cope with modernity in this high-tech era. they must not Wlllle 
their resources m a pursuit of man, IOpbialic:ated anmments. They need to tactle IUCb 
rat problems u population explosion, unemployment. 9Cal'City of water supplies, 111d 
weak agricultural output 

We thank John Kelsay for bis serious initiative in the study of the ctbics of war bringing 
to our attention the teachinp of a major •c,thim-- tradition about this subject. We hope 
that similar lludies will be c:oaduded in the future, mabling � to r.:c the cballenges of 
what w bopld to mw beea a aew -W order and dial lllibta r1t1ly w turned into a
frightening wodcl diader. 

• • 
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W• J- JlMllly Out:ij'IMl1 by Faris al-QeyraWBOi. Lilbl of Life (P.O. Box 13, A-

9503 Villacb. AUSTRIA). 1994. 9S pages. paper. [Available in the USA &om 
GoPd News for the Crescent World, P.O. Box 13217, Ar1iogtoo. TX 76094. 
Price: SS.00 per copy. quantity di9COUDl) 

Iha author, • Middle Eutcm Cbriltian. approaches bis subject ctispassicJoatey and 
builds bis cue in a carefully n:asooed manner. He ia well acquainted with the Muslim 
mindset and manner of m1,oning, and with classicaJ Arabic litcnturc. He is able to 
draw extmsively fmm the writings of cJauical Muslim authors. llK:h u al-Baydawi. lbn 
ffisham and al-Obazali, and to make UIC of Arab Christian authors of the quality of 
Profeaor Haddad and Awad Simaao. One thing I especially � tbe book 
appean to be he of the typosraphical emn and iPMmillk:ocic:s in trmsliterating Arabie 
'MIids and aamcs that are BO awnmoo ui boob of this type. I undentand that the book is 
in procca of beiDa published in Arabic. 

An introduction mcfly contrasts the Muslim and Christia penpectiva on the Cross and 
ulvatian. and outlines the approedi the authar" will tab to eltablisb bis thesis. Iha 
lfflMri:oder of the book is given OWi' to establishing the reality of the crucifixicn. It is 
divided into three cbaptcn 'Mlicli tr.:at. reapec;tively, .. &cuo,,afor tJw Cnu:ifuion," .. .,.,_ 
HWbl'ical Doc.iunfflt.r," "and Chrut':, Cnu:ifixion In tlw Qur'an." 

Iha author abowa that the cvideDce all favcn • real crucifixiGn. For Mualima, of course, 
no amount of historical cvide:oce can outweigh the teatimony of the Qur'ao. In a acctioo 
on "Logical Evide:oce," the author theref«.e paticndy shows, in a way that I believe 
Muslims can undcntand. why it cmmot be ao easily dismillC'd He answers the six 
problems raised by Imam Fak:br ad-Din ar-Razi. Hae. be deala exklt.lively with the 
theory oftheShobU, (the one Aid to take Jesus' place). He sbowa. from the Bible, why 
Christ ltad to die. especially the BiblicaJ feacbq oo atooanent in rdatiao to that of 
laJ.am. and the 8'cry about Gael ('fflllJ)8lldin Abraham to -=rific:e bis UL He brings out 
the fact that JCIUS' death and rcaurrectim arc prophesied in the Old Tcsterneot, and 
foretold by Jesus Himself. This ia an excelleot 11Cciioo. 

Iha author's treatment of the historical evideoce is likewise very thorough. He covers 
every cmceivable ancient writer who ever- wrote on the subject-Jl881111 writers such as 
Tacitus and Pliny the Younga-, Jewiah llOW'CCS such as Josephus and the Talmud. 
Goostic documents, and Christian sources-and even cites such evidence u catacomb 
drawings and Christian ritual. He also th«oogbly examines Muslim opinion about the 
crucifixion, i1lCluding intcq.-etatioos of the Qur'anic expn:uion 1ll1IIINaffilr. ("oae who 
causes you to die"). From the wealth of cvideoce, which I C8DDOt begin to cite. be sbows 
that the Muslim n:jectioo of the crucifixion is traceable to the influence of several 
ancient hcrelicaJ Beds. notably the Docetiats, Ebiooites and Gnostics. The early Muslim 
cxmmen•etors received their infarmation about Judaism and Christianity Cram the8e 
sects. and some adbcrents of these sects embraced Islam and brought tbcir bcR:tical ideas 
with them. To my k:nowleci8C, this is ooe of the be.st treatments of the aucifixioo in 
answcc to Muslim �ectioos that we have. 
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