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Baelrgrouad _ the CIt, and the Ministry 

I begen by .king for a little ~nd information on the city of "X,. a 
predominantly Berber city in North Nrica, where they have been ministering. I ... 
told that it .... founded in the late 1920s • a French FOftign Legion outpost. The 
ladies describe the Iay-out of the city • a centnl town. or -CiIItIiINIh.- surrounded by a 
number of "villages: or -doutIr: Some of the doutIr .. IeJ*'8I'ed somewhat, while 
others I11OI'e or leu run together. The people of the town are precIorninMtIy Arabic> 
speaking and originally &om other puts of the counlJy. whereas the people of the 
doum are predominantly Berber-speaking. There is a distinct differenc:e between town 
life and village life. 

The minisby in "X" begen in the early 1960s. Initially. the aplItriate ~ IMd in 
the town. but since the medical and midwifery work which dewIopecI focuses mainly 
on the poor in the villages. they now live in one of the villages. CMr the )'Un. tIuough 
midwifery they have deYeIoped teIItionshi.. with I11III' women and childten. especially 
young girls. in the villages. In 1983. when -A- .... left 8Ione ~ the departure of 
her previous c:o-woriaers. -0" joined her in the work. By this time "B" already had 
twenty years experience in medical work and dum:h planting eIIewhere in the c:ounlJy. 
SeYera.I years ago they were joined by the -C" family with their four children• 

• 
There are restriclions.of course. As one of them put it. "You don't need telephones or 
fa machines in the viIIIge; everybody knows what ewrybod, else is doing. Our Iiws 
are an open book. which h. both advantages and disadvantages to us • atristians. 
The other comments... can't do in 'I.' for eumple. what I could do in the large city 
where IIMd previously. such • disbibuting literature. and the tile; in midwifery work 
we have to be careful But the homes .. very open to our minisby.- She went on to 
explain that the midwifery work giyes them a wide scope of oubuch; they are able to 
go back in man, of these homes. and talk with the family. IeaYe c:assettes. and the lile. 

AsIaecI about the comparative openness of Berbers • compand to Arabs. one of the 
ladies replied that haYing spent 20 )'Un in the counby before going to "X.- she feels 
that the Berber people are I11OI'e open and &aRk in general. and because of that they are 
more open to the gospel In this connection. she cites a National Arab brother who had 

..	 been invited to minister to the group in "X.- Quoting the Arab prowerb. "Politeness 
before Truth: he had commented. -I think that the people here are IDOI'e open. They 
say what theY think rather than iust trviNt to -.---- ----.- ­
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The Role of Prayer in Planting the Church 

The two ladies made it clear that they consider pra)'eI' to be the main factor in the 
growth of this church group. In 1984 they attended a country-wide pra)'el' conference 
where setting specific prayer larIIets was the focus. One remarks that in her prayer 
group, each was to set a pra)'el' goal for which he or she would be praying during the 
coming year. Hers was that God would raise up at least one male believer in the church 
in "X" by 1985. She comments: 

By the next year there were at least two•.•. From then until now we could be 
in the homes day and night if we had the personnel and the time, whether 
with families within the flock or outside, from the poor to the educated. The 
ground is ripe. I think the lcey has been pra)'el'. 

Two of the Christian girls were engaged by their families to non-Christian 
young men who were at least nominally Muslim. We asled prayer partners 
and friends to pray specifically for these two girls and the two young men by 
name. 80th young men became beliewn in Chrisl One of them has been 
baptized, and has married the girl concerned. They haw since had a child 
whom they haw dedicated to the Lord. The other couple is not yet married, 
but is stiD unofficially engaged. 

During our conversation they told of occasions when new beliewn were added to the 
church as a result of specific pra)'el'. They described what happened when several 
churches in the homelands joined them in upholding the work regularly in pra)'el'. 

We have pra)'el' cards for each of the beliewn; people were praying for them 
by name, just as we do. Then we try to send them updates for pra)'el', and 
SOS requests. At the time of their million conference in the Spring of 1992, 
the Sunday School director of a church in the US wrote saying that they 
wanted biographical slaetches of three families in "X-; we sent them sketches 
of three boys. At the end of June, one of those boys became a beliewr, and in 
July another boy did IS well; their parents were already Christians. The 
children who were praying for those boyslfamilies were 5th and 6th graders. 
The previous fall when I was in the country, they and their parents attended 
our conference. They took pra)'el' cards for children in "X." with pictures of 
the child and family, a biographical slaetch, and pra)'el' ....uests. Last summer 
in England we especially requested pra)'el' for the third family who is also 
Berber speaking, and now four of those children haw become Christian. 
Again it was specific pra)'el'. 

The "Waiting Liat" and "Lamb of the Month Club" 

At one point the two began talking about what they called their "waiting liIl" When 
queried they explained it IS the lilt of those for whose salvation they pray specifically on 
a regular basis. They report, "We have seen one person after another come to the Lord 
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this way." Some co-workers hll\le Tefemd to it as the "Lamb of the Month Club,"
 
because they claim one person for the Lord each month. Said one, "It doesn't always
 
work out, of course, but people hll\le been praying specifically for different ones, and
 
they come to the Lord. We now hll\le six or mOTe people for whom we are praying."
 
The following story iUusb'ates the idea of the "waiting Iisl"
 

One man, originally from the city of "Y" is teaching at a ))de in a town about 
two houn away. He married a girl from "X" who is high on our "waiting Iisl" 
They would very much 1i1ae to be transfemd to "X." She's a primary teacher. 
She's not a believer yet, but through the yean she has had Bible teaching, has 
been to camps, and "A" delivered her two children. Although she's not yet a 
belieYer, shortly befOTe we left for the US she made this request: "When you 
get to America, find a large church and teD them please to pray that we get 
teaching jobs in the city of T." She would like -a large church to pray for that 
please... She's been close to salvation different times with tears in her eyes. 
Something is holding her back. Her husband was baptized last year; he and 
we continue to pray for her salvation. Admittedly he must not push; it must 
be a work of the Holy Spirit, and through the Word. 

The Role or Christian Families in Reaching their Extended Family 

Another emphasis has been reaching the family unil The medical midwifery service 
has been especially important in this regard. The case of one extended family is 
especially noteworthy. The husband was one of the two men about whom they were 
able to Teport to the prayer conference in '85 that he had become a believer that year. 
The one Telates the following: 

We had been taking care of his little boy who had a sewre bum. One summer 
when my colleague was out of the country, I had gone to their home to dress 
the bum. I~ was early in the morning, and hOl He said, "Ohl you came 
early." I said , "I came early because it's hot and I get up to tead and pray." 
His wife jumped up saying that she reads the Qur'an and prays. I said, "No, I 
don't read the Qur'an; I read the Bible." At that he jumped up and pulled a 
little suitcase off his cabinet; it was loaded with BCC lessons and IiteratuTe, 
etc., dating from 1978 until '82 (this was '85). He said, "I got 10 out of 10 and 
I can't eYen tead or write." 

It turned out that his nephew, who was a Iycee student at the time, was doing 
the answen. So I talked to that couple about the Lord. I was getting teady to 
go away also. But I left them cassettes because they couldn't tead, and as they 
live with wall-to-wall neighbon I cautioned them not to tum up the sound 
very high. They said, "we wouldn't hll\le told you if you hadn't told us; we 
know to be careful." He said "you know what's on the radio; one night a week 
it's in Berber." They hll\le been listening to the programs through some yean. 
They had accepted Christ as far as they undentood Who He is, but since then 
when we returned to "X,.. we had them once a week for Bible teaching, and 
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reading through the Gospels. And we began using the ViSl",1ked Bibk 
written materials and casaettes with them. That is one unit in the Camily. 

Since then their daughter began coming to Bible study. She became a 
belieYer. and then her younger brother aged 10 or 11 became a believer. She 
was married this spring at 15 and a haIf)Ul'l of age; her young husband (age 
21) became a believer befoft their marriage. She has • step son who has 
made a profession of raith, as weD as a sister in another villllge and her 
daughter. Ulaewise the nephew. who had done the lessons for him and had 
gone on to university. he and his wife who are teachers are beIieYers and live a 
little way from us. That is one extended Camily. 

In the larger area theft are ten equaJly )'OIaed cou.... but in the immediate 
vicinity theft are about fiw family units~ildftn. biothen and sisters. I 
think the family units are a big Iaey to the planting of this church. 

The Role of the Vl.lUlllzed B/6le MateriaJa 

We spent quite a bit of time discussing how they use the ViPtoIUed Bibk} and other 
Bible teaching materials to ground the new beIieYers in the Word of God; I was 
particularly interested in the role of consistent Bible teaching in the growth of the 
group. What they said teminded me once again of something written by Peter 
Beyerhaus which had so impressed me )UI'I ago. He wrote: "The Church is both 
created and preserved by the Word.•.• The young Church grew because of the Word, 
not because of some inhetent spiritual faculty which dewloped through its own natural 
power.,;J. I found that, contrary to common mispen:eptions about these materials, they 
are using the VB to teach Bible doctrine at all age and educational lewis. and not just 
with children or illiterate women. They eYen use the VB to teach Iyde teachers who 
haw become Christians. Of course, the way they use the VB to teach children or 
illiterate women is different than the way they use it with the educ:ated. 

For those who are not familiar with the VimoJhwI Bibk let me summarize by laying 
that it is a series of large format books with illustrations (18 YOIumes in English) 
designed to facilitate the teaching of Bible doctrine. Very few of the YOIumes weft put 
into Modem Standard Arabic, howewr. About 45 haw been into the North African 
colloquial. These are mostly in mimeographed form. howewr, and not widely available 
or used. Most of the colloquial YOIumes are available on audio casaette. Theft also exist 
the VB -minibooks.- with illustrations only. which may be taJaen home by the student 
or left. with the casaettes 10 that the students may look at the iDuslrations as they listen. 
(For more on these materials see SEEDBED Vlf/4 (19921. pages 59-64). Here is how 
these ladies described the way they use these materials. . 

We use the VB materials (cassettes and miniboolcs) a lot when we are 
teaching illiterate, uneduc:ated women. They will taJae cassettes home from 
our lending library, and bring them back to get a new one when they're 
finished. In this way they are getting consistent teaching. Those who are 
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educated wiD usually taJce the printed or mimeog,aphed lessons as weD as the 
cassettes; they prefer the printed ones where they exist as they are much 
easier to (ollow than the mimeographed materials, and much nicer anyway. 

We mentioned a Iyde teacher. He is a pro(essor; he had studied Arabic 
literature at the university. When he became a Christian he was quite happy 
to study the VB materials. He got his teaching mainly at home. He reads a 
lot, and has read a lot 0( Christian literature. He borrowed the VB cassettes 
and printed lessons quite regularly over a period 0( time, and has found them 
wry helpful in his own learning process. 

So the Visualt'" Bibk is not just for children and the uneducated. We use it 
for most 0( those we disciple. Six or eight o( the beliewn happen to be 
teachers and we have used the VB materials in teaching aU 0( them. And 
then, we often use a segment from a VB lesson in c:o~unction with teaching 
some subjects along with other materiaL In addition to the VB materials, we 
also use the Navigator materials in Arabic3 for nearly aU literate beliewrs &om 
the age o( (ourteen and up. 

We have placed cassette machines in Uoutl5-20 homes, In our Audio-VISual 
library we have aU the VB cassettes, aU the casselles from Malaga, and almost 
all o( the cassettes &om Markaz ash-shabiba. Now its Christian video also. A 
number o( homes in the village have their own VCRs, 10 they are nol just 
watching our machine. We didn't have a teJevision, but we were giwen a VCR 
and then a 1V set with which to use iL 

The age and education Jewels o( those being taught have a lot to do with the way one 
uses the materials and ones choice 0( teaching methods. The VLqyJi,., Bibk deals in 
rather complex "adult" ideas but it brings them down to a Jewel where ewen a lwelYe­
year old can understand them. Even 10, one cannot use them with lwelYe-year-01ds the 
same way one would use them with adults. I therefore bied to get some idea 0( how 
they adapt the way they use the materials to the age group. I (ound that actually much 
o( their teaching is highly individualized. It seems that much o( the time o( one 0( 

these ladies is giwen to the midwifery work. while the other spends much 0( her time 
teaching the ones and twos, or the smaU groups. The way she uses the materials 
depends on the individual; each one differenL 

This year, (or the first time, I had more children than ever to teach. We 
prayed (or these kids last summer, and had people in England and the Slates 
praying (or them. There was a nucleus o( six children that came (or teaching. 
The afternoons I was free rd have them by ones or twos, most o( them twice a 
week, and also on Sundays. During the week I used the VLsuali..l Bihk, and 
in addition had one or two boys studying the Navigators materials. On 
Sundays we might do a VB lesson together or show a Christian video, and 
pray and sing. We also did a lot o( Scripture memorization; this particular 
group learned the Lord's Prayer or prayed through a Psalm together, such as 
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Psalm 1. One young girl who has had no education lcept up with all the 
memory work except that I did not hil\le her memorize the books of the Bible. 
We hit memory work hard. We are bying memory work with the adults too. 

There is one family where the husband and wife are illilerllte, and the children 
read the Scripture passages for their parents. (We hil\le the children doing 
that in a couple of situations because the VB casseUes usually just give the 

}	 
reference; the student must look up the verse for himself or herself). In this 
one household, when the father had bonowed a cassette and we'd ask "Do you 
want to exchange it yet or not?" he would often say, "1\Ie heard it but I haven't 
learned it yet" 

Asking questions and discussing what the text meaps are a big part of my 
teaching of adults. For the children, I do not use questions much; they lilce 
little quizzes about the lesson. that is oral quizzes. Of course the VB lessons 
have their own questions built into them. but you can ask other questions as 
weD. I think that's an important part of teaching the Bible. 

The fact that the VB materials being used are in the North African dialect could raise a 
barrier. however. So I asked how this has affected the attitude of the more educated 
folk in "X" toward these materials. Here was their reply. 

In "X" it has not been a problem. Those who are educated have entered in 
weD and hil\le not objected. although I'm sure they would prefer the classical. 
Most of the Christians here are Berbers. One of the two !)de teachers is an 
Arab, but he doesn't have a problem with the lessOns being in colloquial In 
the large city on the coast it IDClS a problem. however; they have gone back 
and forth on it Some of the educated Christians oppose the colloquial 
materials, but others do not; they were not all negative. Some really didn't 
mind it But with their children becoming more educated I can see the need, 
particularly in the cities, for the materials to be in the literary language also. 
It may become that way in "X" as weD. However, it appears that at times the 
colloquial is actua1ly better understood than the classical. 

Mind you, even if it is a Berber family. their education wiD have been in 
classical Arabic. But I find that too many of them learn by rote, and often do 
not understand what they've learned. A friend of mine who is a very good 
linguist says that although many read classical Arabic they may not 
understand what they have read. She describes an occasion where she was 
reading the Bible with two or three girls; one girl could manage to read the 
colloquial but not the classical The others would read a passage in the 
classical and then say. "What does it say in yours?" They hadn't really 
understood what they had read. Then again. one of the educated girls who 
had studied two years in another city. when the audio-casseUes of Scripture 
came out in her language she would follow the reading in her Bible, but was 
thrilled to hear it read in the Berber. Here in "X." in a conversation between 
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four people, you might hear in one sentence both Berber and colloquial 
Arabic, classical Arabic, French and English. 

The Problem ofa Team Made Up Only ofSingle Women 

At this point, I audaciously aslaed whether as single women IiYing in a Muslim society 
they 'tIU'eI'e thernselws teaching the men in the city of "Xo. For a number of yeII'I, 

befOft the arrival or the .C" f'amily, there 'tIU'eI'e no male atrittian worIers. During this 
time, however, men 'tIU'eI'e coming to Otritt and 'tIU'eI'e studying the VB and other 
materials. In II society which is more or leu strict on the segregation of the seJeI. 

however, single women find themselves in the delicate situation of needing to teach 
male converts, and at the same time to reRect the Biblical model on the roles or men 
and women in the church. It is bue that Berber society is generally less segregationist 
than Arab society, but whether or not this helps the church planter is uncertain The 
reply of·O" who has carried IDOlIt or the teaching lolIlI is iUuminating. 

Yes, I was teaching the men; rm not a teacher but because or time and 
priorities this became my responsibility. When you get older and your hair 
grayer, and there are no men to do it, it becomes more acceptable fOr women 
to teach men. Where we 1M it has not been a problem, but younger women 
should not be teaching men, nor women living alone. Even if it 'tIU'eI'e 

acceptable it would not be wise. Now that Mr••C" is here he ean do this. 

To complete the picture, however, it must be said that these ladies 'tIU'eI'e very wise in 
their approach to meeting this need (they certainly are not radical feminists). They 
have made every effort to expose the church in "X" to as many male Otristian teachers 
as possible. For one thing. the teacher on the VisIlOU_ Bibk cassettes is II man la 
Berber in ract, although on the cassettes he spealcs in North Amean Arabic\. In 
addition, lOur times a year they have had mature Otristian men come &om elsewhere 
in the country to teach the believers in "X"; most or these have been National 
Christians, and two are Berber. Now that Mr••C" has come they would like to see ceD 
groups developing in the church and the different groups getting together perhaps once 
a month. They are hoping that as he becomes adept in the language he wiD be able to 
train the men to preach, teach and reach out, and increasingly take OWl' local 
leadership. They also desire to train someone to teach the children. 

The Lack of National Christian Homes where BeUeven can Meet 

One of the problems the young church faces at this point is that it is mainly in the two 
upabiate homes that the beliewrs must meet for Bible study, etc. Last year the men 
started rotating for their weekly meeting between an expatriate home and two National 
Christian homes. Out if a visitor drops in during the Bible study they have to stop and 
entertain the visitor. There's not the measure of privacy that is needed. 

In the village next to where we and family .C" lives, there are three brothers 
who are all Christians; two are now married, one is single, and their two 
married sisters have also become Christians. One of the married brothers has 
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IIIOWd with his wire out of the parents' home. The single brother and the 
married brother living with his wife at home are aD baptized believers, but the 
parents are noL So at the sheep feast, during Ramadan, and at other such 
times it is very difficult; they would like to hllYe people in their home but they 
cannoL The one brother has a real pastor's heart, but because of living at 
home with his parents he cannot invite thebeliewn to meet in his home; he 
is not free to do that Two of the teachers in the church are unofficially 
engaged, if God should bring this marriage into being that may be a home 
where the believers could meet together. 

Finally 000 To conclude, the ladies had this to say about their experience in "X.. 

Although there are problems and resbictions, and we see lukewarmness as 
weD as commitment, basica1ly we're encouraged. We're not oblivious to the 
ract that there could be a 'Judas' in the group, and acknowledge that they 
have their ups and downs. Some are not 'running' as weD as desired, a couple 
show 'stunted growth: some are fearful or cold, but God is worIcing and what 
He begins He perfects. He is a Faithful God and Master Teacher, Holy and 
Just, Loving, Forbearing, Forgiving, Able to convince, convict, saw, heal the 
wounded, and pick up the fallen. He sifts and He purifies. Our God is the 
Almighty, Eternal God. He is the Potter and we the clay. 

I PuI6hel1 by BibleV.uaJa Intematiollll, PO Box 153.AJcron PA 17501-0153 USA. Tel: 7171859-1131. 
~ 8e)whauI a Henry Lef.vw, n.RIIIpOI__CIardr tmd U.FOflI9I Mission (GIUMI Rapids: 

Eadlllllll, 1964). pp. 126, 127 
;"sttMIiDtr C1rdItJtm LitJIng .... inAnllic, aniIabIe from Ecole Rldio Bihlique, BP 2014. 

13012 ManeiIIe Cella 01. Fnnce. 

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING GULF ARABIC 

byR.B. 

For those wanting to 1M in the Gulf and meet Gulf Arabs. a knowledge of spoken Gulf 
Arabic is very helpful. However. one is not likely to Ieam it just by being "immersedwin 
the culture. as one could in f4ypt, because the citizens tend to 1M apart &om the 
many expalriates. One can study Arabic elsewhere, prior to moving to the Gulf, but in 
that case one is learning a wforeignw diaIecL So for those wanting to learn Gulf Arabic, 
whether they have studied elsewhere or not, it is essential to hllYe some helpful 
resources. both written and audio. And for those who hllYe learned to speak one 
particular variety of Gulf Arabic, there may stiD be a need for resources to help them 
learn to understand the other varieties. Here are some of the most useful resources, 
identified by author. 
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John Klrkbrlght 

The study of Gulf Arabic wiD be greatly aided by a new (1993) book entitled Spo/aln 
Arabk Slep-hg-Slep, a beginners course in the Spo/aln Arabk of the Gulf and Saudi 
Arabia, by John KiricbrighL It is published by Motivate Publishing (P.O. Box 2331, 
Dubai, UAE). It comes in two attractive, spiral-bound YOlumes of about 90 pages each, 
with four cassette tapes of 45 minutes each, and costs about $40. 

The following introduction to the author is provided: John Kirlcbright first started the 
study of Arabic as part of a B.A. Honours Coune at Durham University, graduating in 
1961. Since then, he has taught Arabic and other languages to a variety of students 
from diverse parts of the globe, besides being inyolYed in business and banking. He has 
an M.A. in Linguistics and English Language Teaching from Leeds University (1974) 
and has written on Arab dialects. He is an Associate of the Institute of Linguists, U.K., 
and a member of the British Auociation for Applied Linguistics. He has lived in the 
Arab world for 25 yean, of which the last 16 have been spent in the Gulf. 

The auther bas both training and experieoI;e in the pcdagosy of 1IuJsuage teaching, and 
his expertise shows in the way be bas developed this c:oune. He does well at presenting 
patterns and providing substitutiOll drills, without dependins OIl • lot of pammatical 
terminology and rules. The vocabulary is kept as pnctical as possible, and numerous 
dialogues are included. 

The book provides fOl" review while avoiding the boceOOm of repetitiOll. In volume one, 
after' the first nine lesaoos, there is a review ICSllOIl. After that are 20 pages of 
supplementary exercises, which can be dooe as a review or with their corresponding 
lessons. After that there IIJC 8 pages of dialogues to leam or translate, in both directioos. 
This gives considerable flexibility to the course, enabling one to 8dapt it to the needs of 
complete beginners as well as the needs of those who know another dialect. Volume two 
follows the same pattern. but also includes appendices, each of which gives a vocabulary 
list fO£ a particular semantic domain, such as the family, shopping, professioos, the body, 
adjectives, etc. 

Kirkbright presents the first-person imperfect fonn of the verb as the base fonn, which 
simplifies his approach considerably. FOI" example, be can classify all kinds of roots and 
all derived forms into just two or three coojugatiOll classes fOl" the perfect and two for the 
imperfect (although be doesn't use these terms). 

Since there IIJC small difference 8IDoog the Gulf dialects, both in vocabulary and in 
phonetic realisatioos, be often provides variant forms in brackets after' the given forms. 
As fOl" the given fonns, they are usually those of wbal is called -Educated Gulf Arabic: 
IDeJlDing the leveled and cultivated spoken language of the regiOll in which highly 
localised forms have been replaced by the more common fonns or by standard fonns. 
The voices in the tapes represent different dialects as well, to prepare one to understand 
speakers from different parts of the Gulf He even includes • few notes about 
pronunciatioos in western Saudi Arabia and in Oman. although the book is mostly 
OI"iented to the regioos bordering the Gulf 
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This is • book I can highly recommend for anyone wanting to leam Gulf Arabic, 
regardless of hislher previous knowledge ofArabic or linguistics. Another linguist who 
worked through it describes it as follows: 

The course bas • pmctical de:sisn aDd the books are in an attractive modem 
format. It is deliberately thin on gnumnar, which may be • little ftusIratiog for 
thoee who are analytical, aDd the phonetic symbols (especially the vowels) are 
different from the AbdoIKel8ey system. 1bere is • short 1-pIF, but very 
intaestiDg. SIIDlDI8I}' of dialectical differences within Gulf aDd Saudi Arabic, 
aDd some dialectical variants are provided in the ICSlIOIlS, though geoaally it 
seems to be the KUWBiti variants that are identified. 1bc tapes are done by 
different speakers from various dialects, though this (and the resultin8 
variation) can be a little confusing at first. Nevertheless, this is an excellent 
beginners' course. 

CUve Bola 

It would be good now to cornp&rC this book with the popular textbook by Clive Holes, • 
well-known descriptive linguist aDd 9Ociolinguist who has written many books about 
Gulf Arabic. It is entitled Colloquial Arabic of tJw Gwlf and Saudi Ambia, and was 
published in London by Routledge & Kegan Paul in 1984. It bas ova' 300 JllI8es and one 
cassette of about 45 minutes. It focuses on Educated Gulf Arabic, especially as spoken 
by 8unnis in Bahrain. Although the book is published in • popular series, the linguistic 
bias of its author shines through. For example, the first ICSlIOIl on the tape consists of 
exteosive practice of pronunciatioo. using lists of words that exempliJY lIOUIlds in 
different word positions. This put would be good for aU beginners. 

Tbrougbout the book, the ICS8OIl8 are thorough and the vocabuhuy is exteosive. The 
author bas evidently cboeeo words that he can UlIC to illus1rate grammar and to build 
vocabulary. Dialopes are provided as exercises to be read aDd c:amprebeoded. 1bere 
are translation exen:ises in both ctim:tioos. 1bere are also substitution exen:i9CS. 1bc 
last 45 pages contain the 8DSWa' key. 

This is an excelleat book. 1bc pI'OOUIICiatioo drills will be of benefit to bqinoers. but 
the n:st of the book might best be I'ClICIWd for thoee who already know another dialect of 
spoken Arabic and for thoee who have already IDIIlIlered Kirkbrighfs book. 

BamcU Qafl.heh 

Hamdi Qafisheh has written a ~volume set of textbooks with the following titles: 

A Btuic COlI,.. in GwlfArabic
 
GwlfArabic. IntenMdiate LeNI
 
A Short Refermce Grammar ofGwIfArabic
 

All were published in the 19708 by The University of Arizona Press in Tucson, where 
Qafisheh is evidently a professor. The dialect tsught is basically the Educated Gulf 
Arabic of speakers from Abu Dhabi, although some variety is present. Each volume has 
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almost sao pages. but not many words per page. The first volume coocentrates on 
simple, effective drills of various kinds, without overlO8diDg the student with too much 
vocabulary or grammar. The grammatical patterns are well presented through 
COIllplIriaoos and substitution drills. The vocabulary is basic aod practical, aod the book 
should be fairly easy to W1C. However there are not, to my knowledge, any tapes to go 
with it, 1IO it might best be used as a supplClDCllt to KiItbright aod to Holes. 

Anunco 

People interested in the spoken Arabic of the Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia will WBDt to 
acquire Spok.m Anrbic (Sawli), by Van Wagaoer, Sattathwait, aod Rice, which was 
published by Spob:o I..aoguage Services in New yart in 19n. It c:emes with five 
casaette tapes of about 45 minutes each. This book was developed over the years for 
teaching Arabic to Americans \1Wll'kins for Aramoo. Molt of the vocabulary and 
dialogues are taken from the field ofpetroleum operations. 1IO it is very pI'lIdicai if that is 
your line of wort. Since there are not many Arab \WIDell in the oil fields, it is not 
surprising that there are not many feminine verb forms in the book. 

Others 

It \\WId be good to mention here two other boob by Clive Holes. His GldjAnrbic is a 
reference grammar writtal for linguists. Those without training in delaiptive linguistics• 
will not find it WICfuJ.; linguists will find it WICfuJ. as an advanced refaaM:c work, but not 
as a textbook. The lJCCOIId book is entitled Language VarialiOfl fIItd Cltonge in a 
Moo.miriltg Anrb SIaU. TIw CaM ofBaJuuin. published by Kepn Paullntanational in 
Loodoo and BosIcn in 1987. This is must reading for anyooc who W8DlS to UIIdcnI:taod 
the lIOCial dynamics of language WIC in the Gulf, particularly in BahnUn. 

For any who WBDt to know more about the Shi'ite dialect spoken in Bahrain and a few 
other locations, a serious linguistic description is available. It is Language and linguirtic 
origiru in Bahrain: 1M Bahamah dialeclofArabic, by Mahdi Abdalla Al-Tajir. It was 
published by Kegan Paul in 1982. 

There is a somewhat da1ed but useful wort in the III8DIler of traditional compuative 
descriptive linguistics by T. M. Johnstone. It is entitled Ea.sum Anrbian Dialecl 
Studiu, and was published by Oxford University Press in 1967. The author' provides 
useful COIIlpIIrisons ofgrammatical features of the different Gulfdialects. While it is not 
a textbook for language leaming, it will be useful for those WIIIltinl to bcoomc IDOR 

familiar with other Gulfdialects. Another good technical book in the compuative vein is 
Norllt Etul Arabian Dialectr, by IDgbam., Bruce, published by Kcpn Paul Iotanational, 
Loodoo and Bostoo. 1982. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

John Kelsay. blat l1li4 w..: A ... ill ~ EtIIia. Louisville: 
WestmiDstcrlJohn Knox Press [100 Withenpooo Street, Louisville, KY 40202­
1396), 1993. Pp 149. $14.99 (pepa'). Reviewer. Bassam M. Madany. 
Reprinted with permission from CoIviIl TMoIogical JOIImol, November 1994. 

A new era in world history began when the United States dropped two atom bombs ­
ODe on Hiroshima. August S and the other on Nagasaki, August 9, I94S. The subject of 
war and peace assumed a aitical importance as man bad DOW at his disposal the ability 
to make the earth a wasteland. 

Even though the danger ofnuclear war has diminished with the fall of the Soviet Empire, 
our world is not mtirely safe from nuclear coo1licts. Several countries such as North 
Korea, Pakistan. Inm. Iraq, and Libya have shown a great interest in pursuing research 
that will enable them to join the nuclear-bomb club. We are therefore indebted to John 
Kelsay who teaches in the Department of Religion at Florida University in TaJJaha"9"C, 

for offering us such a timely study of1,1mrI and War: A Study in COfffparatiw EthiC3. It 
WIll occasioned by the Gulf War and. as the evmts in Somalia and Bosnia have shown, 
there is an urgent need to c:ooduct a serious dillCWJSion of the ethics of war. Since we 
live in a global era when all nations have become our oeighbors, our reflection must take 
into account other traditioos. Specifically, we need to acquaint ourselves with the 
Islamic view ofwar. 

The author divides his work into six cbapten dealing with: The GMlf War and Beyond: 
'TIwfIghu on the 1Agacy ofSoddaM HlLfMill: The 1,1mrIic View ofPeace; Religion A.f a 
CorIM of War; Rnort 10 War in the 1,14mic Tradition; 1,Iom and the Conduct of War: 
1M Qllution ofJu 111 &110 Re.rtrai1lt8; Soldien Without Portfolio: Regulor War ill the 
Tradition of1,14m; and Religion and World Orrkr. 

Evm though Saddam HUSlICin is regarded as a -secular- Arab leader followins the 
nationalist Baath Arab SocitIliJt Ptuty ideoI08)', his rhetoric during and after the Gulf 
War bas shown his appropriating Islamic symbols. He wants to be known as the believer 
president fightins for the cause ofIslam. Upon his instructions, the Iraqi flag now carries 
the Islamic assertion of the greatness of God, AI1aJnI Akbar, whiclt bas always served as 
the war cry of this faith. Wbetha" the Iraqi leader is a true believer or not. ODe thing is 
certain, he must appear as a Muslim Icader fightiDs within the tradition of Islam in order 
to legitiJoiu his actions before, during, and after the Gulf War. Thus it becomes very 
important for the West in general and for Christians in particular to learn about the basic 
view of Islam regarding war and peace. Jobn Kelsay offers us this description of the 
classical Islamic teaching regarding war: 

The territory ofIslam is theoretic:al1y the territory ofpeace and justice.... Islam 
provides the best and most 9CCIII'C peace available to humanity. 

The peace of the world cannot be fully 9CCIII'C mless all people come under 
the protection of an Islamic state. Thus there always exists an imperative for 
Muslims: to struggle to extend the boundaries of the territory of Islam. 
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Thus ... the classical SUDDi perspective OIl peace involved a program of actiOll. 

The struggle to extend the boundaries ofthe ten1tAl1y of Islam is the jihad. (34) 

Before the advent of Islam, Arab tribes fought each otbe:r. Now that they embraced the 
new faith aud have bealme brothers. they wae no longer to raid and plunder each olhe:r. 
Their eDerJies bad to be spent in the taritcries of the Infidel. Followins the death of 
Muhammad in 632 AD.• his successcn. the c:alipbs. sxesided over the oooquest of the 
world By 732. the Arab Muslim empire extaJded from Spain to Iodia. Tbeorizing OIl 
the subject of war 8IDOII& Muslims followed their c:ooquesls. The lands belooging to 
them wae known as 1JarJI1-I'" (H0IIMh0Id of1$1oM) aud the IaDds outside that realm 
wae designated as 1JarJI1-Harb (H0IIMh0IJ ofWar). 

Sinl:e in 1s1am theR is no distinctiOll bctwce.n -c:hun:b- aud stale. religiOll aud politic:a, 
the faith may be spad by p-c:acbioa or by war: 

[For] SUDDi in tellectua1s. a -normal- war is M""'fJCfed with the effort to extend 
the bouDdarica of Islamic ten1tAl1y. ThiI IItrUg1c. for wbidl the preferred 
means is the spread of the Islamic JIIClllIIIIC throuIb JlI1*hia& teaching. and 
the like. may IICvatheless take OIl the cbIncter ofwar. 

... the ten1tAl1y of Islam - really. the world - could not be a lICQIR: place until 
aud unless Islamic begemooy was acknowledged cve:I)"NbeR. To secure such 
hegCDlOllY was the goel of the jihad. or -struggle in the path of God.­
Aa:cxding to the SUDDi theorists. war or jihad by meaoa of killing is justified 
when a people resiata or otherwise stands in opposition to the legitimate goals 
of Islam. (61) 

But what about today's Muslim thinkers? On the one baud. they realize that to live in our 
modem world. they c:aunot simply bold OIl to the classical Islamic view regarding the 
legitimacy ofwar as a means for the expeosiOll of the faith. They can quote the Quranic 
verae -There u no compulsion in religion- (2:256) to support some type ofmothu vivendi 
with people and nations living outside IJarJII-I$IoM. While Jobo Kelsay's irenic spirit is 
clearly detectable throughout his study, be could have stressed the fact that wbcoever 
cireulDstauces are in their favar, bod! Muslim intellectuals aud rulers justifY their 
involvement in wars such as the confiid in southern Sudan. For almost two cJccades. the 
Muslim domiMted government in the north bas waged a brutal war apiost the 
Christians aud animists of the south. This actiOll bas been pm1rayed as a war apiost a 
aecessiooist movement. but the majority of the Southerners as well as some Western 
observers perceive it as a planned effort to Islamize the southl 

In any tn:atme:nt of the topic of Islam and War such as in the book UDder review. I find it 
rather strange that the COIDpIIrisoo restricts itself to Islam and the West. The UDderlyiug 
thought is that ViC are oomparing two distinct poIitiCtJI traditioos. But this is peJtially 
tIue. While IaIam bas always been regarded as much IIWR than a religioo. as this WOld 
is understood in the modem West. yet fimdamentally, it is a religious faith. It 11U1b 
itxlf 8IDOII8 the heavenly (i.e.• theistic) world religioos such as Judaism and 
Christianity. Thus, when a comparative study is made with Islam as one side of the 
COOlpIIrison. the olhe:r side must also include Christianity. Should such a theological aud 
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dhic:aI pursuit be undertaken. the c:omp&rUoo wuuld readily eppeer as a c:oatnst betw«n 
two widely different worIdviews. 

Far example. the New Testament does not -.ctioo tbeoa8cy within the praad world 
order'. The c:oatnst is not between -Christendom- aod IOlDC other political realms but 
between the Kingdom of God aod the world. uoda'stood as an orpnized oppositioo. to 
God. In early christianity, c:oaverts Yt\!ft; either citizms, subjects. ar slaves within the 
Roman Empire. Their faith spread tbrouP proclamation, witnessiDl. aod martyrdom.1 

I 
M Christians did not exacise political power. they did not face Ia'iowrly the subject of 
war 8Dl1 peaoe. Evaatually fotlowiDB the c:oaversioo of C(Jlllltntine aod the p1ldual 
"CIIristiaoiDt- of the ROIII8II Empire. it became Dec:asary for ChristiaDs to rdlect GIl 

the subject of war. Thus. it was within the Christian commODity that the jruI-lIIGT 
tmtlltiOlf was born. M our author n:minds us in his IntroduWaa: 

r Over the last thirty years, perhaps DO issue in religious ethics bas at1ractt'ld 
more coosistc:ot attentioo than the use of farce in war. Jnspired by the attempts

i of Fr John Courtney Murray and Paul Ramsey to recover the just-... tradition 
far theological ethics, more recent writers have bceD interested in philol!Iophiea1

I and historical inquiries CClIlCCI'IIin8 the ethics ofwar. 
I 

i 
Both Murray and Ramsey are dlurdunen and dealt with the subject fiun within the 

I	 Christian tradition. It is the IapOIlSibility of Cbristiao theoIoBians 8Dl1 ethicists to 
JlW"lIUC their studies GIl the subject buikIina GIl the ric:b hcritase handed down to us aince 

\ the days of Saint Aupatioe. In our ~Oectioo GIl our p8IIt, M do c:oafess that the chun:h 
bas not always been coosistad with New Testamalt tc8l:biDB. Far example. it was PcIpe 
Urban nwho 1aundJed the First Crusade in 1096 daiminl a diviDe right to reclaim the 
Holy Land But today, DO lapolllible Christian chun:b lcada' ar tbeo1oIian of wbatever 
commUDiou, wuuld advocate the Jaort to war far the spread of the Christian faith ar the 
f'ClCCIIIIClUCS ofa 10It territory! 

While moderate Muslims do acknow1edge today the intc:rdepeodcoc of all natioos and 
DO Iooaa' think in terms of Dtmd..JItub tIIIt1 Dtmd-I8Imrt, radical Muslima still c:berisb 
this outlook. It beoomes the IapOIlSibility of Christians to point out to Muslim 
intellectuals, III8Il)' DOW livina in the West. that it is their duty to IpC8k loudly about the 
aecessity for all pcople 8Dl111lt1ioos to live in peace. The globa1 situatioo requires the 
recopitioo that we face uoiquc cba1laIIes that must be met without Jaort to war. ADd 
it is specifically Muslim natioos faciDc prob1cms of gipntic proportioos that oeed to 
realize that history does not repeat itself and put cooquests and exploits amnot be 
dupli<:ated. For them to cope with modanity in this higb-tec:h era, they must not.. 
their resoun:.es in a pursuit of more ICIphisIicated 8I'IDIIIDeIlts. They oeed to tactle IUI:b 
n:a1 problems as population explosiClll, unemployment. scarcity of water supplies, and 
weak agri<:ulhuBl output. 

;-. 

We thaDk JoIm Kelsay for his serious initiative in the study of the ethics of war brinsin& 
to our attentioo the teachings of a major -atha'" tradition about this subject. We hope 
that similar studies will be conducted in the fut1ue. euabling us to face the cba1lenges of 
what was hoped to have been a DeW "Mldcl order and that UBf'cn .1=ly bas turned into a 
frighteuing world diader. 
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w. J......CnId/W1 by Faria a1~yraWllOi. Li&bt of Life [p.O. Box Il,A­

9503 Villecb. AUSTRIA), 1994. 9S peges. pltpcI'. [AYailable in the USA &om 
Gopd News for the craceot World, P.O. Box 13217. ArIioatoD. 'IX 76094. 
Price: SS.OO per copy. quaatity di8couDt.) 

Tbc author. a Middle Eutan CbrUtiau. IIJlIlroIICbes his subject dispusicIoately and 
builds his case in a caretblly Jasoocd 1DIlDDCI'. He is well acquaiuted with the Muslim 
miocIBet and IIIIIDIIeI' of la'OOing. aod with c;Jassic:aI Arabie litcrllblre. He is able to 
drawextmlively fnm the writinp of c;Ja'lical Muslim authors. Ibdl as a1-Baydawi. Ibn 
HislIam aod at-GbazaIi. and to make U8e of Arab Christian ........ or the quality of 
ProCeaor Haddad and AWlId Simam. ODe tbia& I espee;iaIIyap(RCiatcd: the book 
appean to be fiec of the typosrapbic:aI emnand intmsi...,..,.. iB tnIDIIIitaatiPI AJabic; 
'MlIda and DIIIDICS that are 10 (lOIDIDOD in boob of this type. I UDdentaod that the book is 
in p1X:CSI of beiDa publiabed in Arabie. 

AD introduction tnet1y cootrasts the Muslim aod Christian pcnpectiva on the CIOIIS and 
lalvation, and outlinea the ~ the autbor wiD bib to eItIIbIiIh his tbesis. Tbc 
mwrinder of the boat is liveD OWl' to alablisbing the reality of the c:rucifixioIL It is 
divided into tbree c:baptcrs \Wicll trat. n:apectively• ..llMutJMfor tIw CrwijiziOll.....'!"M 
Hi&Iorit:ol~.""and C/uVt'" CTllCijiziOll ill tlw Qw'QIJ." 

Tbc IIUtbor IIbowa that the cvideDce all faven a ,.." crucifilCion For Muslims. ofcoune. 
DO amount ofhistorical cvide:oce am outweigh. the teItimoIly of the Que'.... In a acction • 
on '"LoP:aI Evideace," the author therefore paIieDtIy ... in • way that I believe 
Muslims am uadc:ntaDd. why it aumot be 80 easily dismi...,., He answers the six 
problems raised by ImIIm F8kbr ad-Din II'-Razi. Hen:. be·de8Ia exteuively with the 
theory of the ShobUt (the ODIe aaid to take Jesus' pI8ce). He sbowa. fiom the Bible, ....y 
Cbrilt Itad to die, especially the Bibliall teecbing on Ilmement iB rdation to that of 
JaJam. and the swry about God 00IDIII8IMIing AbrahIm to -=rifice bia.... He briDp out 
the fact that JCIUS' death and l'elIUII'ection are pq....... in the Old Tal.......... and 
foretold by Jesus Himself. 'This is lID exceI1cot aecticJo. 

Tbc author's treatment of the historic;al cvide8ce is likewise vcsy tborou8h- He c:oven 
every CCDJeiV8ble ancient writer who ever- wrote 011 the subject-p88llll writers suda as . 
TlCitus and Pliny the YOUDga'. Jewish lIOUfCCS sudl as Josephus aod the Talmud, 
Guoetic dowmalts. and Christian soun:es-aod even c;ites sudl cvide8ce as eatIM:omb 
drawings aod Cbristian ritual. He also th«ougbly examines Muslim opinion about the 
aucifixioo., including intc:qntaticm of the Qur'aaic; expaaion IIUlIawtJ8ilra ,ODIe who 
c:auscs you to diej. FnIIIl the wadth ofevideoI:e, which I aumot begin to cite. be sbows 
that the Muslim rejection of the aucifixion is tnr.eable to the inOueuee of seven! 
aucieot bcretic:aI Beets. notably the Doc:dists. Ebionites and Goostic;s. The CIdy Muslim 
oommmtetors received 1heir infarmatioo about Judaism aod ChristiaDity fiom these 
...and some adhaents of these IJCCts e:mbraced Islam and brought tbcir badic;a1 ideas 
with tban. To my koowIcctae. this is ODIe of the best treatments of the aucifixioll in 
answer to Mwdim oqectiOl1l that we have. 
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