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FlUt "JHE ARABIC IAtGJAGE PRFSS 

[The following is a sampling fran 12 pages of extracts collected 
by an Arab O1ristian brother who wishes to remain anonymous. He 
reads widely in Arabic language publications to keep abreast of 
developnents in the Arab World in his ministry, and has trans­
lated and collected extracts which he has sent to SEEDBED with 
the idea that others may also find them useful. They give an 
"'inside' view of the Arab mind." We decided not to publish the 
entire docunent for various reasons, b.It will be happy to send a 
copy to any reader requesting one (if you are able to send a $1 
for postage and {ilotocopying it would be appreciated). Besides 
those reproduced here, other extracts criticize the policy of 
"Inf01mational Security" (censorship) in the Gulf states, and 
the lack of democracy in the MIl in general, an:i critique several 
cootemporary Arab plays and books, etc. Most of the extracts 
are fran al-Mostakbal, plblished in Paris. The remarks in brack­
ets belOW' are bY the translator. Ed. ] 

On the Bleak &.onanic Pro (Keywords: 
Future, Pessimism, Hopelessness in al-
Mostakbal, 14 June 1986. 

At the begirming of 1986, the nun'ber of Arabic speaking people 
reached 202 millioo people according to the United Nations. More 
than 2/3 of them live in Africa (143 million): in Egypt and the Sudan 
(75 million) and in the Maghribi states (68 millioo only!). The 
illiteracy rate is still between 707. and 727. of the above mentioned 
nun'ber. According to FAD, 35 million of the Arabs living in Africa 
suffer frail malnutrition and my reach the stage of the ''Ethiopian
Famine." 

At the same time, those Arab countries with large populations are in 
debt and are suffering fran econanic depression. They owe only 70 
billion oollars! The level of education at the miversities of these 
countries is about 30 years behind the world level. 

Let us rot keep blaming the big powers for the ills of the Arab coun­
tries. Are the big powers to blame for the fact that Khartoun has 
not been linked to the countryside with proper roads which would have 
helped br~ food to the capital? Have the big powers stopped the 
electrification of the streets of Cairo which remain dark for these 
ten years? 

[After lamenting the b!.ckwardness of the Arabs of today, the author 
makes the following ccmnent]: BEllJEEN ~ AND IGNORANCE '!HERE 
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IS 00 sum 'IHING AS A 'lliIRD CR R>UR1H WAY. A SURGICAL OPERATION AT A 
OOSPlTAL IS SUBJECI' 'It> ONE SCIENCE WHIQI REMAINS THE SAME WHErnER IT 
TAKES PUCE IN MJSCDW OR IN WASHINGIOO. 

On Differin Arab Views of their Cultural Heri e (Keywords: 
Heritage, Objectivi ty, Neutra ity , anonymous author, in Huna London, 
August 1986. 

There is a great deal of controversy in the intellectual circles of 
Morocco about the way to deal wi th the cuItural heri tage. Sane, who 
cling to it greatly, have gone to the extreme of glorifying this 
heritage, claiming that everything can be found within it. This 
approach had led to some grave mistakes of horrible dimensions! In 
order to rectify such a distorted vision of the past, Prof. Muhamnad 
"Abed EI-Jabiri of the University of Rabat in Morocco, published a 
valuable book under the title of: ''We and our Tradition." He recog­
nizes that the basic IlDtive of the contemporary Arab for self-authen­
tication is known and recognized by all, as the modem Arab faces 
cultural challenges of all types and dimensions. And as it happens 
en the individual or en the societal level, self-authentication takes 
the fonn of a return to past positions as a point of refuge fran 
which to l.aurrh the defense of the heritage. 

We are thus dealing with the Fundamentalist wave or current of modern 
and contemporary Arab thought. This current has busied itself with 
the revival of the cultural heritage and its utilization within the 
framework of an ideological reading of Arab history which claims that 
what has been achieved in the past can also be accomplished in the 
future! But one cannot help noticing that IlDst modern and contempor­
ary Arab thought lacks objectivity. It is simply overwhelmed by the 
problems of the present. And as a result, what is conceived as the 
heritage is being dJplicated in a wrong way. 

Realistically speaking, we Arabs of the twentieth century should 
strive for objectivity and assume a position of neutrality in our 
attempt to understand our heritage. We should seek to develop a 
progressive outlook by which we seek to underline the true value of 
the various aspects of our heritage: cultural, literary, scientific 
and sociological. We rust study Arab history on the basis of a dia­
lectical relationship between several cultural and social stages 
which deal with the past, the present and the future. 

What we need therefore is a change in the way we deal with the past. 
This will not happen unless we bdng the past to the same level as 
our ordinary life. Then we may borrow fran it what is useful for a 
specific period of time. We RlJSt engage in a dialogue with our heri­
tage and seek to find in it the needed resources of information and 
points of departure for our thoughts. Without this kind of a digest­
ing process, the past remains a great burden on our shoulders and 
will not contribute to the solution of our problems. This is why we 
believe that our cultural renaissance IIlJSt be based on a trinity of 
cooperating activities: a love and complete knowledge of our heri­
tage, a successful analysis of the present reality, and a total 
detennination for the conquest of our future horizons. 
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wenoticethllt<:qn~rary Magbribi [i.e. North. African] thought is 
preoc.cupied--.th the ~telDptto fotllUlatea proper. outlexik .fot' the 
study of IIIDderri Arab histOliy. Scme Atabsclaim that, -it has been 
written ina wm'I8.. or distorted way by .the Europetm . historians• 

''lbesedid their work accordi~totbeir own perspectives, .. looking
Upon AralY societies ft"an the standPOint of asec.ul,arwrlctVi_ .and 
classif~ theaI at. the lowest levels of civtliZatian. .. But Prof. 
'Abdallah el-'Arawi; We is well mown for hisreSeareh. and .Ns 
sociological. s~es,has a different view. ,HecOnsi~ that wbat 
Arabs write about themselves is very weak•.. He40esnqt .,repeat. the ­
.saae charge that modern Arab history· has beEnwritten-ina··-wJ:ong'Way; 
according to him, it has been written ina deficient. lII8llIIer. He 
stJIII1@rlzes'his()bjec:tions to the historiogrEqi1yof several contempor­
ary Arab his~8tls Ul'Ider four points. ­

-1- 'Ihe ProviDei8l Disease. Every Arab histori.8n· writes from witbin 
the drd.Jnstm::es prevai.linginhis QitlarE!4.-nd thi:lS temains captive 
to thi,s 'l'JIlttair view.·· . . 

2- 'lhecPoliticla.tDisease. '!'hose writing Arabbistory are preoccupied
 
_~th political matters em PflY l\ardly 8lly e:ttentioo to 'the history of
 
thetotalSOCiet)' .$UCh 8$the.bi.stot'yoff~ly relations~ of Arab
 
~, econanitS,folklore, and popular literature. In other words,,;
 
~subjects_nceive scant attention in Arab history bOOks. .
 

3--'lhe Leaders' {bosses] Disease. ThiS means that even 'When politi ­
c:al I18tters are considered in the history books, these are ~oached 
on the basis of the history of the leaders. 

4- .'lbe. Justification Disease. Of ten, 1ilen Arabs are._against a c~ 
tain paint of,view,tbey write fraatheirOlllrt~Uve with the 
specifw. ~ of Mtifying ~r own poSitionS'.1'heiraIl-eoDSUlling 
concern for self-justiflcationr~Ultsinthei,; loss of credibility. 

t'kJreDi~sion ontt;te~.Herif3&e (Keyt.iords: Heritase, Funda­
mentalUlIll, Ftfid<iiI), by J1bad Fadel, 10 al-HawadeSs, 2 1fov. 1984. 

''Our .Heritage and- the Gh811~ of 0lir4e in ~. ~r8.b .fatherland" 
WllStIie·~ of ~c.onference1idchwasai&anized by the center for 
~·Stu:ly of·Arab Unity in Cairofttm'~eptember24.·to.27,1984. 'll'Iis 
is '. a topic Weh.. people are .teady ,to di~s .int:he Arab '->rld any­
are ani at ,at'{ tiIIIe:, ~dt is bath j;ts strong ana ~ point. But 
there 'NIlS a ~~fic &.ctor lirlch~ a special. flavor, both in 
point of tilE and place, am this is the f~tthat it was held at 
Cairo. - It hits been a long. time since Arabs 'have cane ·to Cairo fran 
all over the Arab world, am with such greateagemeu. The secret 
of this ~s liessomewherebetwen the· attractiveness of the 
topic ofaisc:9ssioo aId the Egyptian lectern Wich enables Arab 
intellectuals to speak to tbeirfellow~abs. There were Moroccans 
and Algerians, Iraqis .'lIDisorne .frau. ·the @.If, .g,rianese, Leba1lE!se, arid 
Syrians, Tunisians 8nd-even~ fJ:'ari India. •• •.. _ _ 

It appeared as if there were ~-Cultu,ral anl political parties Wich 
gatberedinCairoin order to "duel" which one. another: the party of 
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the PresentAaeand that of the Glorious Past! tbose in the Funda­
-mentalist e., J:'e&$rded the other side allllost as if they were 
fore~, expet:ts fraa that 1«)rld web b8d threatened the Arabs 
and CClIKJ1&ed. 'them. Onthe'other hand, those in .the party of ,the 
Present Age looked upon thosen spoke of FuildameI.ttaliSlll as if_ they 
were the guardiahs of backwardness. But really, ~ were ~ar more 
Qrious than tbissuperficial Way of describing these people. It was 
notsi.q)ly a gathering of those CCIQCeI'Iled about the past and those 
c.oac.erned about the present, OOt rather of two schools of thought 
conc.erned about haw to face the challenge of our tilDes. , ••• 

Dr. ttJhsnmad Mkoun (an Algerianfraa Kal7jlia) spoke of two trends in J 
the Arab heritage: one trend fund8mentalist atd mythological, and the 
other creative and rational. He lidded that those generations which 
were educated by the West have offered sane &reat works tlbich were 
intended to resurrect this heritage fran its sleep and to baveit 
stooied and taught in the schools and the universities. But in order 
for it to eoatinue, it needs a liberal political system that allows 
cauplete freedcB of research, of public:.atiat and of thought,without 

.being subservient· to any ideological ~. . 

depu,,Dr. Williall Sul~.. Qa1acJa, the .tyty o.f the Council. o.f State ,in 
Egypt leC~ en: OrganizationalOlanges in the Arab World in the 
Light of Western 'Jl.lOught and the Situatien in Egypt. He called for a 
secular (lai.c.i.zed) state lli1.ich binds tNerj citizenwit1'\ the goal of 
total progress for the countxy.On this bBsls,anational CODSensus 
is formed web binds every~ within the c:tnmp:y. 'Rewel'lt on to say 
that Arab society DaJSt ~ phJr81.istk, .am nota society ()f one 
voice. He rEDinded the conference of the first c:onsti tutional docu­
ment in the history of Islan -Which cane OlJtofKedina after the Heji ­
ra, and'1ihich organized the relationship between the· HlNjiroon 
(Heccan tf~ants") and the Ansar (Medinan ''partisanstf) on one 
Side, and t:he Jews 00 the other side. 

'Ibis lecture. precipitated a great debate, as one partiecipant felt
 
that ot lay behind ,the parr \ll8S' the 8bXieties of .. _non.-Muslims in
 
Egypt· and in other parts Q the Arab world vis~••··Vi.8 lslan•. The
 
response remi~Dr. Qa~ that Is18lll, ~t all its histQry,

has been 4> ~t Of justice 8IJi .eql,dty, am within it non­

lt1slims enjoyed (priV:ilegu or rigllts) tiddl others never enjoyed
 
under other. religions. The cItrlJIIld.S:tatus. or 1af was a progressive
 
one in its daY, siDee Islan protected these classified as dhiJmds,
 
,.mile (:hristians persecuted their enemies and annihilated them. Dr.
 
QalaOa answeredtbat neither· he nor mn-Muslims in F&ypt are anxious
 
c8b0uttheir status•• ~.
 

[!tis.mbe].ievable how an Eastern O1ristian is "silenced" whenever
 
be vO:iCe$ his fQ1;S about his see<'P1-elass or third-elass status
 
within 'tl1e(:CIPt~Arab-MusliIILworld. It is liS if the dhimni
 
status ~so g1;Orious ani sO fair! What a sa:! caooeotary on the
 
inability of Arab-Muslim intellectuals to ~thize with their fel ­

law citizens _ happen not to share with thsn their religious faith.]
 


