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IIIOWd with his wire out of the parents' home. The single brother and the 
married brother living with his wife at home are aD baptized believers, but the 
parents are noL So at the sheep feast, during Ramadan, and at other such 
times it is very difficult; they would like to hllYe people in their home but they 
cannoL The one brother has a real pastor's heart, but because of living at 
home with his parents he cannot invite thebeliewn to meet in his home; he 
is not free to do that Two of the teachers in the church are unofficially 
engaged, if God should bring this marriage into being that may be a home 
where the believers could meet together. 

Finally 000 To conclude, the ladies had this to say about their experience in "X.. 

Although there are problems and resbictions, and we see lukewarmness as 
weD as commitment, basica1ly we're encouraged. We're not oblivious to the 
ract that there could be a 'Judas' in the group, and acknowledge that they 
have their ups and downs. Some are not 'running' as weD as desired, a couple 
show 'stunted growth: some are fearful or cold, but God is worIcing and what 
He begins He perfects. He is a Faithful God and Master Teacher, Holy and 
Just, Loving, Forbearing, Forgiving, Able to convince, convict, saw, heal the 
wounded, and pick up the fallen. He sifts and He purifies. Our God is the 
Almighty, Eternal God. He is the Potter and we the clay. 
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RESOURCES FOR LEARNING GULF ARABIC 

byR.B. 

For those wanting to 1M in the Gulf and meet Gulf Arabs. a knowledge of spoken Gulf 
Arabic is very helpful. However. one is not likely to Ieam it just by being "immersedwin 
the culture. as one could in f4ypt, because the citizens tend to 1M apart &om the 
many expalriates. One can study Arabic elsewhere, prior to moving to the Gulf, but in 
that case one is learning a wforeignw diaIecL So for those wanting to learn Gulf Arabic, 
whether they have studied elsewhere or not, it is essential to hllYe some helpful 
resources. both written and audio. And for those who hllYe learned to speak one 
particular variety of Gulf Arabic, there may stiD be a need for resources to help them 
learn to understand the other varieties. Here are some of the most useful resources, 
identified by author. 
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John Klrkbrlght 

The study of Gulf Arabic wiD be greatly aided by a new (1993) book entitled Spo/aln 
Arabk Slep-hg-Slep, a beginners course in the Spo/aln Arabk of the Gulf and Saudi 
Arabia, by John KiricbrighL It is published by Motivate Publishing (P.O. Box 2331, 
Dubai, UAE). It comes in two attractive, spiral-bound YOlumes of about 90 pages each, 
with four cassette tapes of 45 minutes each, and costs about $40. 

The following introduction to the author is provided: John Kirlcbright first started the 
study of Arabic as part of a B.A. Honours Coune at Durham University, graduating in 
1961. Since then, he has taught Arabic and other languages to a variety of students 
from diverse parts of the globe, besides being inyolYed in business and banking. He has 
an M.A. in Linguistics and English Language Teaching from Leeds University (1974) 
and has written on Arab dialects. He is an Associate of the Institute of Linguists, U.K., 
and a member of the British Auociation for Applied Linguistics. He has lived in the 
Arab world for 25 yean, of which the last 16 have been spent in the Gulf. 

The auther bas both training and experieoI;e in the pcdagosy of 1IuJsuage teaching, and 
his expertise shows in the way be bas developed this c:oune. He does well at presenting 
patterns and providing substitutiOll drills, without dependins OIl • lot of pammatical 
terminology and rules. The vocabulary is kept as pnctical as possible, and numerous 
dialogues are included. 

The book provides fOl" review while avoiding the boceOOm of repetitiOll. In volume one, 
after' the first nine lesaoos, there is a review ICSllOIl. After that are 20 pages of 
supplementary exercises, which can be dooe as a review or with their corresponding 
lessons. After that there IIJC 8 pages of dialogues to leam or translate, in both directioos. 
This gives considerable flexibility to the course, enabling one to 8dapt it to the needs of 
complete beginners as well as the needs of those who know another dialect. Volume two 
follows the same pattern. but also includes appendices, each of which gives a vocabulary 
list fO£ a particular semantic domain, such as the family, shopping, professioos, the body, 
adjectives, etc. 

Kirkbright presents the first-person imperfect fonn of the verb as the base fonn, which 
simplifies his approach considerably. FOI" example, be can classify all kinds of roots and 
all derived forms into just two or three coojugatiOll classes fOl" the perfect and two for the 
imperfect (although be doesn't use these terms). 

Since there IIJC small difference 8IDoog the Gulf dialects, both in vocabulary and in 
phonetic realisatioos, be often provides variant forms in brackets after' the given forms. 
As fOl" the given fonns, they are usually those of wbal is called -Educated Gulf Arabic: 
IDeJlDing the leveled and cultivated spoken language of the regiOll in which highly 
localised forms have been replaced by the more common fonns or by standard fonns. 
The voices in the tapes represent different dialects as well, to prepare one to understand 
speakers from different parts of the Gulf He even includes • few notes about 
pronunciatioos in western Saudi Arabia and in Oman. although the book is mostly 
OI"iented to the regioos bordering the Gulf 



, 

..... 

{~ 

SEEDBED XIl page 11 
This is • book I can highly recommend for anyone wanting to leam Gulf Arabic, 
regardless of hislher previous knowledge ofArabic or linguistics. Another linguist who 
worked through it describes it as follows: 

The course bas • pmctical de:sisn aDd the books are in an attractive modem 
format. It is deliberately thin on gnumnar, which may be • little ftusIratiog for 
thoee who are analytical, aDd the phonetic symbols (especially the vowels) are 
different from the AbdoIKel8ey system. 1bere is • short 1-pIF, but very 
intaestiDg. SIIDlDI8I}' of dialectical differences within Gulf aDd Saudi Arabic, 
aDd some dialectical variants are provided in the ICSlIOIlS, though geoaally it 
seems to be the KUWBiti variants that are identified. 1bc tapes are done by 
different speakers from various dialects, though this (and the resultin8 
variation) can be a little confusing at first. Nevertheless, this is an excellent 
beginners' course. 

CUve Bola 

It would be good now to cornp&rC this book with the popular textbook by Clive Holes, • 
well-known descriptive linguist aDd 9Ociolinguist who has written many books about 
Gulf Arabic. It is entitled Colloquial Arabic of tJw Gwlf and Saudi Ambia, and was 
published in London by Routledge & Kegan Paul in 1984. It bas ova' 300 JllI8es and one 
cassette of about 45 minutes. It focuses on Educated Gulf Arabic, especially as spoken 
by 8unnis in Bahrain. Although the book is published in • popular series, the linguistic 
bias of its author shines through. For example, the first ICSlIOIl on the tape consists of 
exteosive practice of pronunciatioo. using lists of words that exempliJY lIOUIlds in 
different word positions. This put would be good for aU beginners. 

Tbrougbout the book, the ICS8OIl8 are thorough and the vocabuhuy is exteosive. The 
author bas evidently cboeeo words that he can UlIC to illus1rate grammar and to build 
vocabulary. Dialopes are provided as exercises to be read aDd c:amprebeoded. 1bere 
are translation exen:ises in both ctim:tioos. 1bere are also substitution exen:i9CS. 1bc 
last 45 pages contain the 8DSWa' key. 

This is an excelleat book. 1bc pI'OOUIICiatioo drills will be of benefit to bqinoers. but 
the n:st of the book might best be I'ClICIWd for thoee who already know another dialect of 
spoken Arabic and for thoee who have already IDIIlIlered Kirkbrighfs book. 

BamcU Qafl.heh 

Hamdi Qafisheh has written a ~volume set of textbooks with the following titles: 

A Btuic COlI,.. in GwlfArabic
 
GwlfArabic. IntenMdiate LeNI
 
A Short Refermce Grammar ofGwIfArabic
 

All were published in the 19708 by The University of Arizona Press in Tucson, where 
Qafisheh is evidently a professor. The dialect tsught is basically the Educated Gulf 
Arabic of speakers from Abu Dhabi, although some variety is present. Each volume has 
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almost sao pages. but not many words per page. The first volume coocentrates on 
simple, effective drills of various kinds, without overlO8diDg the student with too much 
vocabulary or grammar. The grammatical patterns are well presented through 
COIllplIriaoos and substitution drills. The vocabulary is basic aod practical, aod the book 
should be fairly easy to W1C. However there are not, to my knowledge, any tapes to go 
with it, 1IO it might best be used as a supplClDCllt to KiItbright aod to Holes. 

Anunco 

People interested in the spoken Arabic of the Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia will WBDt to 
acquire Spok.m Anrbic (Sawli), by Van Wagaoer, Sattathwait, aod Rice, which was 
published by Spob:o I..aoguage Services in New yart in 19n. It c:emes with five 
casaette tapes of about 45 minutes each. This book was developed over the years for 
teaching Arabic to Americans \1Wll'kins for Aramoo. Molt of the vocabulary and 
dialogues are taken from the field ofpetroleum operations. 1IO it is very pI'lIdicai if that is 
your line of wort. Since there are not many Arab \WIDell in the oil fields, it is not 
surprising that there are not many feminine verb forms in the book. 

Others 

It \\WId be good to mention here two other boob by Clive Holes. His GldjAnrbic is a 
reference grammar writtal for linguists. Those without training in delaiptive linguistics• 
will not find it WICfuJ.; linguists will find it WICfuJ. as an advanced refaaM:c work, but not 
as a textbook. The lJCCOIId book is entitled Language VarialiOfl fIItd Cltonge in a 
Moo.miriltg Anrb SIaU. TIw CaM ofBaJuuin. published by Kepn Paullntanational in 
Loodoo and BosIcn in 1987. This is must reading for anyooc who W8DlS to UIIdcnI:taod 
the lIOCial dynamics of language WIC in the Gulf, particularly in BahnUn. 

For any who WBDt to know more about the Shi'ite dialect spoken in Bahrain and a few 
other locations, a serious linguistic description is available. It is Language and linguirtic 
origiru in Bahrain: 1M Bahamah dialeclofArabic, by Mahdi Abdalla Al-Tajir. It was 
published by Kegan Paul in 1982. 

There is a somewhat da1ed but useful wort in the III8DIler of traditional compuative 
descriptive linguistics by T. M. Johnstone. It is entitled Ea.sum Anrbian Dialecl 
Studiu, and was published by Oxford University Press in 1967. The author' provides 
useful COIIlpIIrisons ofgrammatical features of the different Gulfdialects. While it is not 
a textbook for language leaming, it will be useful for those WIIIltinl to bcoomc IDOR 

familiar with other Gulfdialects. Another good technical book in the compuative vein is 
Norllt Etul Arabian Dialectr, by IDgbam., Bruce, published by Kcpn Paul Iotanational, 
Loodoo and Bostoo. 1982. 
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