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1396), 1993. Pp 149. $14.99 (pepa'). Reviewer. Bassam M. Madany. 
Reprinted with permission from CoIviIl TMoIogical JOIImol, November 1994. 

A new era in world history began when the United States dropped two atom bombs ­
ODe on Hiroshima. August S and the other on Nagasaki, August 9, I94S. The subject of 
war and peace assumed a aitical importance as man bad DOW at his disposal the ability 
to make the earth a wasteland. 

Even though the danger ofnuclear war has diminished with the fall of the Soviet Empire, 
our world is not mtirely safe from nuclear coo1licts. Several countries such as North 
Korea, Pakistan. Inm. Iraq, and Libya have shown a great interest in pursuing research 
that will enable them to join the nuclear-bomb club. We are therefore indebted to John 
Kelsay who teaches in the Department of Religion at Florida University in TaJJaha"9"C, 

for offering us such a timely study of1,1mrI and War: A Study in COfffparatiw EthiC3. It 
WIll occasioned by the Gulf War and. as the evmts in Somalia and Bosnia have shown, 
there is an urgent need to c:ooduct a serious dillCWJSion of the ethics of war. Since we 
live in a global era when all nations have become our oeighbors, our reflection must take 
into account other traditioos. Specifically, we need to acquaint ourselves with the 
Islamic view ofwar. 

The author divides his work into six cbapten dealing with: The GMlf War and Beyond: 
'TIwfIghu on the 1Agacy ofSoddaM HlLfMill: The 1,1mrIic View ofPeace; Religion A.f a 
CorIM of War; Rnort 10 War in the 1,14mic Tradition; 1,Iom and the Conduct of War: 
1M Qllution ofJu 111 &110 Re.rtrai1lt8; Soldien Without Portfolio: Regulor War ill the 
Tradition of1,14m; and Religion and World Orrkr. 

Evm though Saddam HUSlICin is regarded as a -secular- Arab leader followins the 
nationalist Baath Arab SocitIliJt Ptuty ideoI08)', his rhetoric during and after the Gulf 
War bas shown his appropriating Islamic symbols. He wants to be known as the believer 
president fightins for the cause ofIslam. Upon his instructions, the Iraqi flag now carries 
the Islamic assertion of the greatness of God, AI1aJnI Akbar, whiclt bas always served as 
the war cry of this faith. Wbetha" the Iraqi leader is a true believer or not. ODe thing is 
certain, he must appear as a Muslim Icader fightiDs within the tradition of Islam in order 
to legitiJoiu his actions before, during, and after the Gulf War. Thus it becomes very 
important for the West in general and for Christians in particular to learn about the basic 
view of Islam regarding war and peace. Jobn Kelsay offers us this description of the 
classical Islamic teaching regarding war: 

The territory ofIslam is theoretic:al1y the territory ofpeace and justice.... Islam 
provides the best and most 9CCIII'C peace available to humanity. 

The peace of the world cannot be fully 9CCIII'C mless all people come under 
the protection of an Islamic state. Thus there always exists an imperative for 
Muslims: to struggle to extend the boundaries of the territory of Islam. 
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Thus ... the classical SUDDi perspective OIl peace involved a program of actiOll. 

The struggle to extend the boundaries ofthe ten1tAl1y of Islam is the jihad. (34) 

Before the advent of Islam, Arab tribes fought each otbe:r. Now that they embraced the 
new faith aud have bealme brothers. they wae no longer to raid and plunder each olhe:r. 
Their eDerJies bad to be spent in the taritcries of the Infidel. Followins the death of 
Muhammad in 632 AD.• his successcn. the c:alipbs. sxesided over the oooquest of the 
world By 732. the Arab Muslim empire extaJded from Spain to Iodia. Tbeorizing OIl 
the subject of war 8IDOII& Muslims followed their c:ooquesls. The lands belooging to 
them wae known as 1JarJI1-I'" (H0IIMh0Id of1$1oM) aud the IaDds outside that realm 
wae designated as 1JarJI1-Harb (H0IIMh0IJ ofWar). 

Sinl:e in 1s1am theR is no distinctiOll bctwce.n -c:hun:b- aud stale. religiOll aud politic:a, 
the faith may be spad by p-c:acbioa or by war: 

[For] SUDDi in tellectua1s. a -normal- war is M""'fJCfed with the effort to extend 
the bouDdarica of Islamic ten1tAl1y. ThiI IItrUg1c. for wbidl the preferred 
means is the spread of the Islamic JIIClllIIIIC throuIb JlI1*hia& teaching. and 
the like. may IICvatheless take OIl the cbIncter ofwar. 

... the ten1tAl1y of Islam - really. the world - could not be a lICQIR: place until 
aud unless Islamic begemooy was acknowledged cve:I)"NbeR. To secure such 
hegCDlOllY was the goel of the jihad. or -struggle in the path of God.­
Aa:cxding to the SUDDi theorists. war or jihad by meaoa of killing is justified 
when a people resiata or otherwise stands in opposition to the legitimate goals 
of Islam. (61) 

But what about today's Muslim thinkers? On the one baud. they realize that to live in our 
modem world. they c:aunot simply bold OIl to the classical Islamic view regarding the 
legitimacy ofwar as a means for the expeosiOll of the faith. They can quote the Quranic 
verae -There u no compulsion in religion- (2:256) to support some type ofmothu vivendi 
with people and nations living outside IJarJII-I$IoM. While Jobo Kelsay's irenic spirit is 
clearly detectable throughout his study, be could have stressed the fact that wbcoever 
cireulDstauces are in their favar, bod! Muslim intellectuals aud rulers justifY their 
involvement in wars such as the confiid in southern Sudan. For almost two cJccades. the 
Muslim domiMted government in the north bas waged a brutal war apiost the 
Christians aud animists of the south. This actiOll bas been pm1rayed as a war apiost a 
aecessiooist movement. but the majority of the Southerners as well as some Western 
observers perceive it as a planned effort to Islamize the southl 

In any tn:atme:nt of the topic of Islam and War such as in the book UDder review. I find it 
rather strange that the COIDpIIrisoo restricts itself to Islam and the West. The UDderlyiug 
thought is that ViC are oomparing two distinct poIitiCtJI traditioos. But this is peJtially 
tIue. While IaIam bas always been regarded as much IIWR than a religioo. as this WOld 
is understood in the modem West. yet fimdamentally, it is a religious faith. It 11U1b 
itxlf 8IDOII8 the heavenly (i.e.• theistic) world religioos such as Judaism and 
Christianity. Thus, when a comparative study is made with Islam as one side of the 
COOlpIIrison. the olhe:r side must also include Christianity. Should such a theological aud 
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dhic:aI pursuit be undertaken. the c:omp&rUoo wuuld readily eppeer as a c:oatnst betw«n 
two widely different worIdviews. 

Far example. the New Testament does not -.ctioo tbeoa8cy within the praad world 
order'. The c:oatnst is not between -Christendom- aod IOlDC other political realms but 
between the Kingdom of God aod the world. uoda'stood as an orpnized oppositioo. to 
God. In early christianity, c:oaverts Yt\!ft; either citizms, subjects. ar slaves within the 
Roman Empire. Their faith spread tbrouP proclamation, witnessiDl. aod martyrdom.1 

I 
M Christians did not exacise political power. they did not face Ia'iowrly the subject of 
war 8Dl1 peaoe. Evaatually fotlowiDB the c:oaversioo of C(Jlllltntine aod the p1ldual 
"CIIristiaoiDt- of the ROIII8II Empire. it became Dec:asary for ChristiaDs to rdlect GIl 

the subject of war. Thus. it was within the Christian commODity that the jruI-lIIGT 
tmtlltiOlf was born. M our author n:minds us in his IntroduWaa: 

r Over the last thirty years, perhaps DO issue in religious ethics bas at1ractt'ld 
more coosistc:ot attentioo than the use of farce in war. Jnspired by the attempts

i of Fr John Courtney Murray and Paul Ramsey to recover the just-... tradition 
far theological ethics, more recent writers have bceD interested in philol!Iophiea1

I and historical inquiries CClIlCCI'IIin8 the ethics ofwar. 
I 

i 
Both Murray and Ramsey are dlurdunen and dealt with the subject fiun within the 

I	 Christian tradition. It is the IapOIlSibility of Cbristiao theoIoBians 8Dl1 ethicists to 
JlW"lIUC their studies GIl the subject buikIina GIl the ric:b hcritase handed down to us aince 

\ the days of Saint Aupatioe. In our ~Oectioo GIl our p8IIt, M do c:oafess that the chun:h 
bas not always been coosistad with New Testamalt tc8l:biDB. Far example. it was PcIpe 
Urban nwho 1aundJed the First Crusade in 1096 daiminl a diviDe right to reclaim the 
Holy Land But today, DO lapolllible Christian chun:b lcada' ar tbeo1oIian of wbatever 
commUDiou, wuuld advocate the Jaort to war far the spread of the Christian faith ar the 
f'ClCCIIIIClUCS ofa 10It territory! 

While moderate Muslims do acknow1edge today the intc:rdepeodcoc of all natioos and 
DO Iooaa' think in terms of Dtmd..JItub tIIIt1 Dtmd-I8Imrt, radical Muslima still c:berisb 
this outlook. It beoomes the IapOIlSibility of Christians to point out to Muslim 
intellectuals, III8Il)' DOW livina in the West. that it is their duty to IpC8k loudly about the 
aecessity for all pcople 8Dl111lt1ioos to live in peace. The globa1 situatioo requires the 
recopitioo that we face uoiquc cba1laIIes that must be met without Jaort to war. ADd 
it is specifically Muslim natioos faciDc prob1cms of gipntic proportioos that oeed to 
realize that history does not repeat itself and put cooquests and exploits amnot be 
dupli<:ated. For them to cope with modanity in this higb-tec:h era, they must not.. 
their resoun:.es in a pursuit of more ICIphisIicated 8I'IDIIIDeIlts. They oeed to tactle IUI:b 
n:a1 problems as population explosiClll, unemployment. scarcity of water supplies, and 
weak agri<:ulhuBl output. 

;-. 

We thaDk JoIm Kelsay for his serious initiative in the study of the ethics of war brinsin& 
to our attentioo the teachings of a major -atha'" tradition about this subject. We hope 
that similar studies will be conducted in the fut1ue. euabling us to face the cba1lenges of 
what was hoped to have been a DeW "Mldcl order and that UBf'cn .1=ly bas turned into a 
frighteuing world diader. 


