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Tbc author. a Middle Eutan CbrUtiau. IIJlIlroIICbes his subject dispusicIoately and 
builds his case in a caretblly Jasoocd 1DIlDDCI'. He is well acquaiuted with the Muslim 
miocIBet and IIIIIDIIeI' of la'OOing. aod with c;Jassic:aI Arabie litcrllblre. He is able to 
drawextmlively fnm the writinp of c;Ja'lical Muslim authors. Ibdl as a1-Baydawi. Ibn 
HislIam aod at-GbazaIi. and to make U8e of Arab Christian ........ or the quality of 
ProCeaor Haddad and AWlId Simam. ODe tbia& I espee;iaIIyap(RCiatcd: the book 
appean to be fiec of the typosrapbic:aI emnand intmsi...,..,.. iB tnIDIIIitaatiPI AJabic; 
'MlIda and DIIIDICS that are 10 (lOIDIDOD in boob of this type. I UDdentaod that the book is 
in p1X:CSI of beiDa publiabed in Arabie. 

AD introduction tnet1y cootrasts the Muslim aod Christian pcnpectiva on the CIOIIS and 
lalvation, and outlinea the ~ the autbor wiD bib to eItIIbIiIh his tbesis. Tbc 
mwrinder of the boat is liveD OWl' to alablisbing the reality of the c:rucifixioIL It is 
divided into tbree c:baptcrs \Wicll trat. n:apectively• ..llMutJMfor tIw CrwijiziOll.....'!"M 
Hi&Iorit:ol~.""and C/uVt'" CTllCijiziOll ill tlw Qw'QIJ." 

Tbc IIUtbor IIbowa that the cvideDce all faven a ,.." crucifilCion For Muslims. ofcoune. 
DO amount ofhistorical cvide:oce am outweigh. the teItimoIly of the Que'.... In a acction • 
on '"LoP:aI Evideace," the author therefore paIieDtIy ... in • way that I believe 
Muslims am uadc:ntaDd. why it aumot be 80 easily dismi...,., He answers the six 
problems raised by ImIIm F8kbr ad-Din II'-Razi. Hen:. be·de8Ia exteuively with the 
theory of the ShobUt (the ODIe aaid to take Jesus' pI8ce). He sbowa. fiom the Bible, ....y 
Cbrilt Itad to die, especially the Bibliall teecbing on Ilmement iB rdation to that of 
JaJam. and the swry about God 00IDIII8IMIing AbrahIm to -=rifice bia.... He briDp out 
the fact that JCIUS' death and l'elIUII'ection are pq....... in the Old Tal.......... and 
foretold by Jesus Himself. 'This is lID exceI1cot aecticJo. 

Tbc author's treatment of the historic;al cvide8ce is likewise vcsy tborou8h- He c:oven 
every CCDJeiV8ble ancient writer who ever- wrote 011 the subject-p88llll writers suda as . 
TlCitus and Pliny the YOUDga'. Jewish lIOUfCCS sudl as Josephus aod the Talmud, 
Guoetic dowmalts. and Christian soun:es-aod even c;ites sudl cvide8ce as eatIM:omb 
drawings aod Cbristian ritual. He also th«ougbly examines Muslim opinion about the 
aucifixioo., including intc:qntaticm of the Qur'aaic; expaaion IIUlIawtJ8ilra ,ODIe who 
c:auscs you to diej. FnIIIl the wadth ofevideoI:e, which I aumot begin to cite. be sbows 
that the Muslim rejection of the aucifixion is tnr.eable to the inOueuee of seven! 
aucieot bcretic:aI Beets. notably the Doc:dists. Ebionites and Goostic;s. The CIdy Muslim 
oommmtetors received 1heir infarmatioo about Judaism aod ChristiaDity fiom these 
...and some adhaents of these IJCCts e:mbraced Islam and brought tbcir badic;a1 ideas 
with tban. To my koowIcctae. this is ODIe of the best treatments of the aucifixioll in 
answer to Mwdim oqectiOl1l that we have. 

Pouch Key = AWEAS9991 

For: HISS ANGELA PURSEY 
\..... subscr thru 99 ./ 


