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Mirabello et al. Cancer, 2009

SEER, 1973 to 2004

AYA

Osteosarcoma

Rare disease
No survival improvement in  40 years
No new drug in first-line treatment
Few drugs in relapse 

No European clinical collaboration since the end of EURAMOS trial in 
2012

No European place for discussions between researchers/clinicians

No patient/parent voice18 y barrier in Phase2 40-50 y barrier in Phase3

WHAT IT TAKES TO START A NETWORK
A unmet need
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Over-arching objective

To improve outcome of patients with osteosarcoma, 

in terms of duration and quality of life of survivors

- to describe the current knowledge, 

- to define the unmet needs, the current gaps and missing information

- and to set-up the actions to meet those needs and fill-up these gaps

- to ultimately changes practices and improve survival

WHAT IT TAKES TO START A NETWORK
A common goal

Nathalie GASPAR
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Open and inclusive Membership

Multidisciplinary, 

Multigenerational (expert seniors and young investigators), 

Multinational (geographic Europe), 

Patients and Parents

WHAT IT TAKES TO START A NETWORK
Enthusiasm to work together 
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WHAT IT TAKES TO START A NETWORK
The network
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THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Structuration of the consortium
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WP1: Biology,  Preclinical study, translational research
WP2: Molecular profiling programs, molecularly driven trials, and early drug development
WP3: Relapse trials
WP4: First line trials
WP5: Primary tumour and metastatic local treatments
WP6: Imaging radiomics questions
WP7: Quality of life, functional outcomes and long term effects
WP8: Data sharing and knowledge dissemination

WP9: Predisposition syndroms from biology to treatment
FOSTER patient/parent group
FOSTER young investigator group

Nathalie GASPAR

Objectives 
Milestones

Regular Virtual 
meetings

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Structuration of the work
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Sascha
Wilk Michelsen

Elected

Leaders

Elected

Co-leaders

Volonteer
YI Secretary

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Structuration of the Leadership
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Biologists Bioinformaticians

Bring Biology IN !!!

Bring
New drugs
IN !!!

Trans-age

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
To build a common project!
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FOSTER minions

YI Chair 
FOSTER-EC member

Noelle
Cullinan

Elisa
Tirtei

Thibaud 
Valentin

Roelof
van Ewijk

YI steering committee 

Camille 
Tlemsani

Aims and organisation
• Support the goal of FOSTER and gain expertise / network by driving the work in FOSTER
• Guide new YI in FOSTER / connect YI with experts 
• Collaborate with EC to optimize involvement of YI

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Mentorship for young investigators
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Esperanza  Perez
Project manager 

FosterConsortium@gustaveroussy.fr

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Need for a project administrative coordination
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Logo contest Winner 

Price : a stay in Paris & a trip to Disneyland Paris
for Joanna and her familly offered by Imagine for Margo

Joanna

Logo re-designed
by Hanna Narding

https://fosterconsortium.org/

Foster Consortium
@FosterConsorti1

Foster Consortium
@FOSTER consortium

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
To have an identity
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Publications 

WP3/8

Reccurrent Osteosarcoma

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Editorial and educational: manuscript dissemination

Van Ewijk R et al, Can Tre Rev 2023

Prognostic Factor Newly DiagnosedOsteosarcoma

"Prognostic factors in newly diagnosed high-grade osteosarcoma 

– a systematic review" by Tirtei, Elisa; Michelsen, Sascha 

Wilk; Haveman, Lianne; Meazza, Cristina; Oliveira, Joana F.; 

Rasool, Ayesha; Palmerini , Emanuela ; Wilson, William; 

GASPAR, NATHALIE; Strauss, Sandra; Papakonstantinou, Andri; 

Baecklund, Fredrik, has been successfully submitted online 

and is presently being given full consideration for 

publication in Cancer Medicine.

Tirtei E et al, CAM 2025
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Publications 

Quality of Life

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Guidelines and Collaborations with other Societies

Tigelaar LG et al, J Surg Onc 2024

Position Papers

Green D, Clin Can Res 2024

Van Ewijk R et al, E J of Ped onc 2023

Sebio A et al, E J of Can Care 2025
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To open in 
Dec 2024
- Jan 2025

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
Clinical Trials and Grant support
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Natalia
Fernandez

Pan 
Pantziarka

FOSTER-EC members

• Involved in each FOSTER consortium 
WP

• Contribution to trial design discussions 
in first line and in relapse, including the 
choice of drug  and the issue of 
placebo-control or not

• Feedback on the funding/trial 
applications that FOSTER members 
have been involved in, including the 
design of patient and public 
involvement (PPI) activities, 
discussions of dissemination of results 
…

Strong Patient and Parent involvement

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
A constant reminder on why we started all that
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Physical interactions 

Nathalie GASPAR

3rd FOSTER 
meeting 

26-27 of 
September 2024

2022 2023 2024

THE ROLE OF NETWORK
…or the OPPORTUNITY?



THANK YOU

https://fosterconsortium.org/

FosterConsortium@gustaveroussy.fr
nathalie.gaspar@gustaveroussy.fr

4th FOSTER meeting 
Warsav, 26-27 of September 2025

mailto:FosterConsortium@gustaveroussy.fr
mailto:Nathalie.gaspar@gustaveroussy.fr
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Patient and Parent associations
2023FOSTER-CaboS part-2
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