
               
 

 

Joint Letter from:  Children’s Covid Vaccines Advisory Council (CCVAC) 

Doctors for Patients UK (DfPUK) 

Health Advisory and Recovery Team (HART)         

UK Medical Freedom Alliance (UKMFA) 

 
To: Dr Jeff James (CEO) and Dr Gillian Fairfield (Chair)   

Disclosure & Barring Service 

PO Box 3963,  

Royal Wootton Bassett 

SN4 4HH 

Cc:  Sue Ravenlaw, Football Association Head of Safeguarding 

02 March 2026 

 

Dear Dr James and Dr Fairfield 

Re: David James Cartland 

Your reference: 01080290430 

We wish to express our shock and disquiet that David Cartland has been placed on the Vulnerable Adults 

and Children’s Barred Lists and urge you to reconsider your decision.  

As you stated in your letter to Dr Cartland, you are aware that he had a previously unblemished medical 

record and, indeed, that he has committed no crime. Nor is there any evidence that he has harmed adult or 

paediatric patients.  

Dr Cartland’s inclusion on the register is in stark contrast to your website’s statement that the purpose of 

the barring lists is “to protect children and vulnerable adults from predatory and violent criminals… To end 

up on a barred list, the person must have committed a particularly serious crime that suggests that they will 

forever be a risk to children or vulnerable adults. The most common type of crimes that land people on a 

barred list are sexual offences or violence against children or vulnerable adults.” It is impossible to 

understand how a doctor who spoke out specifically to protect children and vulnerable adults could end up 

on your barred lists. 

The first signatory on this letter, Dr Rosamond Jones, sent you a statement in November 2025 in support of 

Dr Cartland when he was first referred to you by the MPTS. Previous letters of support sent to the GMC in 

2023 and again in 2024 were enclosed. Other doctors signing this letter have also written to you directly. 



   

 

The evidence you cited against him was taken directly from the MPTS ruling. However, the hearing was a 

gross miscarriage of justice, with Dr Cartland’s six witnesses disbarred and large sections of his own witness 

statement deemed inadmissible. It appears that the DBS has failed to make its own judgement on this case 

and the evidence, instead unquestioningly relying on the decision of another government body. 

Dr Cartland first spoke out, alongside many of the signatories to this letter, when Covid vaccines were being 

unethically promoted to children and pregnant women. After multiple letters to the regulators were 

ignored, concerned doctors were left with no alternative but to speak out publicly, in line with the GMC’s 

Good Medical Practice guidance to “Act promptly if you think that patient safety or dignity may be seriously 

compromised.”   

Dr Cartland has raised concerns about the harms of the Covid vaccines alongside nearly 70,000 other 

signatories to the Hope Accord. He is certainly not alone in raising concerns about this vaccine.  

As stated in our previous letters, and from everything we have witnessed in our clinical practice or read in 

the published literature over the last five years, we believe that Dr Cartland has acted highly responsibly to 

speak out about Covid vaccine injuries. This was completely in line with his ethical duties as a doctor.  

Dr Cartland acknowledged that he used some unfortunate language on X, but the evidence is clear that he 

was being deliberately targeted and goaded by online trolls. The encounters were in two directions, but this 

context was deemed inadmissible by the MPTS. Dr Cartland has received online death threats, including 

from a registered medical practitioner, and yet the GMC have no interest in investigating the harassment 

and threats against him. He has also reported these threats to the police. Even at his MPTS hearing, the 

trolls were allowed to watch the proceedings and publicly gloat over his discomfiture. 

Coercion Invalidates Informed Consent 

Your decision placed great importance on the MPTS finding item 9, that he had provided fraudulent vaccine 

exemption certificates, but this is not borne out by the facts. Dr Cartland never wrote any certificates. He 

only wrote truthful letters of support for five individuals, which contained NO untruthful evidence of any 

condition which would make them exempt. Moreover, it was acknowledged at the tribunal that the 

evidence of letters of exemption was obtained via ‘entrapment’ and would therefore not be admissible in a 

criminal court. No fraud occurred and no money was charged.  

The letters provided by Dr Cartland simply expressed his view, shared by thousands of doctors, that vaccines 

(like all medical interventions) should only be given after obtaining fully informed consent. This view is 

supported by the GMC’s own guidance on consent, that people who report being under coercion, or who 

choose not to take a medicine for any reason, could not give legally valid informed consent and were thus 

exempt.  

Doctors are Under a Legal and Professional Duty to Uphold Informed Consent 

Of note, other doctors countersigned numerous PROMIC exemption forms. Dr Cartland’s action in providing 

a tiny number of letters of support was by no means unusual. The NHS itself has forms that allow opting out 

of vaccinations due to personal choice. Indeed, bodily autonomy and consent or refusal of medical 

treatment are included in human rights legislation. For a doctor to acknowledge this and uphold informed 

consent is certainly not a safeguarding issue.  

https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/good-medical-practice-2024---english-102607294.pdf
https://thehopeaccord.org/
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/gmc-guidance-for-doctors---decision-making-and-consent-english_pdf-84191055.pdf
https://www.promic.info/
https://heathstreethealth.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Childhood-Immunisation-Disclaimer.pdf


   

 

Doctors have Professional Autonomy to Treat Patients outside NHS Guidelines  

You also stated one of the reasons he is being included on the barred list is because he believed he was 

entitled to ‘ignore and flout policies and protocols. . .”. This is an extremely concerning statement. Policies 

and guidelines are there to help guide doctors to make decisions in their patients’ best interest and are not 

binding. Deciding to treat a patient outside an NHS guideline is not and never has been a safeguarding 

matter.  

No Evidence of Hostility towards LGBTQ+ Community 

Another argument used to support your decision on barring was from MPTS item 8, stating that his actions 

were “motivated by hostility towards the LGBTQ+ community”. Again, no evidence of hostility was 

presented, and Dr Cartland has worked for decades in a hugely diverse NHS with no complaints. The idea 

that his actions were motivated by hostility to the LGBTQ+ community was pure conjecture by one of the 

complainants and put forward by the GMC.  

Other Allegations 

Regarding MPTS allegations 13-16, it is important to point out that Dr Cartland had named the practice 

which had refused to employ him, only because the same practice had been obliged to close their doors to 

patients for lack of any medical staff. He felt it important that patients were aware that the practice had 

rejected his application solely based on his Covid vaccine stance. No personal details of the practice 

manager were revealed, and her name and work email address were publicly available on the practice 

website.  

Conclusion and Requests 

Dr Cartland has not only lost his livelihood because of the GMC decision but now, with your totally 

disproportionate and unjust decision to place him on the barred lists, has also lost his place as a football 

referee. Despite refereeing, unlike coaching, not being a regulated activity, as it never involves unsupervised 

contact with children or vulnerable adults.  

The FA have also told him that he cannot play adult football and even suggested he could be barred from 

being a spectator at junior matches. Football spectators are never screened for their DBS status, so this is 

clearly a cruel singling out of Dr Cartland for special punitive measures and cannot be allowed to happen.  

The DBS decision is a complete travesty of justice against a highly experienced and ethical doctor with an 

exemplary record of patient care and is a gross overreaction. His language on X was legal and would have 

attracted no comment had he not been questioning the safety of the Covid vaccines.  

We are aware that a public petition in Dr Cartland’s support has been signed by around 11,000 

professionals and members of the public, who are extremely concerned about his inclusion on the DBS list 

and are calling for accountability.  

We, the undersigned, urge you to immediately reverse your decision. We fully support Dr Cartland in any 

appeal process.  

 

https://c.org/wjV9zqJNxq


   

 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Rosamond Jones, MBBS, DRCOG, MD, FRCPCH, retired Consultant Paediatrician, convenor Children’s 

Covid Vaccines Advisory Council, email address rosjones99@gmail.com  

Dr Clare Craig, BMBCh, FRCPath, Co-Chair, Health Advisory & Recovery Team, http://www.hartgroup.org 

Dr Elizabeth Evans, MA, MBBS, DRCOG, CEO UK Medical Freedom Alliance, 

http://www.ukmedfreedom.org 

Dr Ayiesha Malik, MBChB, MRCGP(2014), Director, Doctors for Patients UK, 

https://www.facebook.com/DoctorsForPatientsUK/  

Professor Angus Dalgleish, MD, FRCP, FRACP, FRCPath, FMed Sci, Emeritus Professor of Oncology, City 
St Georges, University of London, Principal, Institute for Cancer Vaccines & Immunotherapy 

Professor David Livermore, BSc, PhD, Emeritus Professor of Medical Microbiology, University of East 
Anglia 

Professor David Paton, Professor of Industrial Economics, Nottingham University Business School 

Professor David Seedhouse, Professor of Deliberative Practice, Aston University 

Professor John Fairclough, FRCS, FFSEM, retired Honorary Consultant Surgeon  

Professor Paul Goddard, MBBS, MD, FRCR, FBIR, retired Professor of Radiology, University of the West 
of England  

Professor Richard Ennos, MA, PhD. Honorary Professorial Fellow, University of Edinburgh 

Professor Roger Watson, FRCP Edin, FRCN, FAAN, Honorary Professor of Nursing, University of Hull 

Mr Ahmad K Malik, FRCS(Tr & Orth), Dip Med Sport, Consultant Trauma & Orthopaedic 
Surgeon, resigned, Independent Broadcaster 

Dr Alan Mordue, MBChB, FFPH, retired Consultant in Public Health Medicine & 
Epidemiology 

Dr Alistair J Montgomery, MBChB, MRCGP, DRCOG, retired General Practitioner 

Dr Ancha Bala-Joof, BSc, MBChB, MRCGP, General Practitioner 

Dr Andrew Bamji FRCP, retired Consultant Rheumatologist, President, British Society for 
Rheumatology 2006-8 

Dr Anne Wynne-Simmons, MBBS, MRCGP, General Practitioner, retired  

Mr Anthony Hinton, MBChB, FRCS, Consultant ENT surgeon, London 

Dr Caroline Lapworth, MB ChB, General Practitioner 

Dr Catherine Hatton, MBChB, Medical Practitioner, resigned 

Dr Charles Forsyth, MBBS, BSEM, retired Independent Medical Practitioner 

mailto:rosjones99@gmail.com
http://www.hartgroup.org/
http://www.ukmedfreedom.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DoctorsForPatientsUK/


   

 

  Cheryl Grainger, BSc, Pharma Training Consultant 

Dr Chris Newton, PhD, Biochemist working in Immuno-Metabolism 

Dr Christina Peers, MBBS, DRCOG, DFSRH, FFSRH, Naturopathic Holistic Practitioner 

Dr Christine Dewbury, MBBS, retired General Practitioner 

Dr Christine Suppelt MD FRCS MFHom, Ophthalmic Surgeon & Specialist for Integrated Medicine 

Dr Christopher Exley, PhD, FRSB, Bioinorganic Chemist 

Dr David Bramble, MBChB, MRCPsych, MD, Consultant Psychiatrist 

Dr David Critchley, BSc(hons), PhD, Clinical Pharmacologist (retired) 

Eshani King, BSc (Hons) FCA CTA BFP - Evidence Based Research in Immunology and Health 

Dr Felicity Lillingstone, IMD DHS PhD ANP, Doctor, Urgent Care, Research Fellow  

Dr Fiona Martindale, MBChB, MRCGP, GP in out of hours 

Dr Geoffrey Maidment, MBBS, DRCOG, MD, FRCP, retired Consultant Physician 

Dr Gerry Quinn, PhD, Postdoctoral Researcher in Microbiology and Immunology 

Dr Gillian Breese, BSc, MB ChB, DFFP, DTM&H, retired General Practitioner 

Dr Greta Mushet, MBChB, MRCPsych, retired Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychotherapy 

Dr Henry Goodall, MBBS, FFOM, retired Consultant Occupational Health Physician, President of the 
Society of Occupational Medicine, 2011-12 

Mr Ian F Comaish, MA, BMBCh, FRCOphth, FRANZCO, Consultant Ophthalmologist 

Mr Ian McDermott, MBBS, MS, FRCS(Tr&Orth), FFSEM(UK), Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon 

James Cook, NHS Registered Nurse, Bachelor of Nursing (Hons), Master of Public Health (MPH) 

Dr James Dyson, MRCS LRCP, MA, retired Medical Practitioner 

Dr Janet Menage, MA, MBChB, retired General Practitioner  

Mr Ian McDermott, MBBS, MS, FRCS(Tr&Orth), FFSEM(UK), Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon 

Mr John Bunni, MBChB (Hons), Dip Lap Surg, FRCS [ASGBI Medal], Consultant Colorectal and General 
Surgeon 

Dr John Flack, BPharm, PhD, Retired Director of Safety Evaluation, Beecham Pharmaceuticals and 
Senior Vice-president for Drug Discovery SmithKline Beecham  

Dr Jonathan Eastwood, BSc, MBChB, MRCGP, retired General Practitioner 

Kaira McCallum, BSc, retired pharmacist, Director of Strategy UKMFA 

Dr Keith Dewbury, MBBS, FRCR, retired Consultant Radiologist 



   

 

Dr Kulvinder S Manik, MBChB, MRCGP (2010), MA(Cantab), LLM, Gray’s Inn 

Dr Magdalena Stasiak-Horkan MBBS, MRCGP (2017), DCH, General Practitioner 

Margaret Moss, MA (Cantab), CBiol, MRSB, Director, The Nutrition and Allergy Clinic, Cheshire 

Dr Mark A Bell, MBChB, MRCP(UK), FRCEM, Consultant in Emergency Medicine 

Dr Matthew Hicks, MBChB, NHS Specialty doctor 

Dr Michael Bazlinton, MBCHB MRCGP DCH 

Dr Michael D Bell, MBChB, MRCGP, retired General Practitioner 

Dr Nick Flatt, BMSc(Hons), MBChB, FRCSEd, FRCA, FFPMRCA, retired Consultant Anaesthetist 

Dr Noel Thomas, MA, MBChB, DObsRCOG, DTM&H, MFHom, Retired Doctor 

Patricia C G Fraser, retired Principal Teacher 

Mr Patrick Chong, MBBS (London) FRCS (Eng) FRCS (Gen Surg), Consultant Vascular Surgeon 

Dr Peter Chan, BM, MRCS, MRCGP, NLP, General Practitioner, Functional Medicine Practitioner  

Dr Peter Hilton, BSc, MBBS, FRCA, retired Consultant Intensivist/Anaesthetist 

Dr Peter J Fraser, FRIN, Emeritus Senior Lecturer 

Dr Rachel Brown, MBChB, LLM, CFMP, MRCPsych 

Dr Rachel Nicoll, PhD, Medical Researcher 

Dr Renee Hoenderkampf, MBBS, MRCGP, DFSHRH, General Practitioner 

Dr Richard J. O’Shea. MBBCh, BA(Hons) MRCGP, General Practitioner 

Dr Roland Salmon, MB BS, MRCGP, FFPH, Consultant Epidemiologist (retired), former 
Director, Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre (Wales) 

Dr Samuel McBride, MBBCh, BAO, BSc, MSc, MRCP (UK) FRCEM, FRCP (Edinburgh), NHS Emergency 
Medicine & geriatrics 

Dr Sarah Myhill, MBBS, Retired General Practitioner  

Sarah Waters, BA (Hons), Dip Counselling & Therapy, MBACP, Psychotherapist, Therapeutic Parenting 
Practitioner 

Dr Sheena Fraser, MBChB, MRCGP (2003), Dip BSLM, General Practitioner 

Dr Shiraz Akram, BDS, Dental surgeon 

Sophie Gidet, RM, Midwife 

Sorrel Scott, Grad Dip Phys, Specialist Physiotherapist in Neurology, 30 years in NHS 

Dr Stefanie Williams, MD, Dermatologist 



   

 

Dr Thomas Carnwath, MBBCh, MA, FRCPsych, FRCGP, Consultant Psychiatrist 

Rev Dr William J U Philip, MBChB, MRCP, BD, Senior Minister The Tron Church, Glasgow, formerly 
Physician specialising in Cardiology 

 

 


