
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/DenyDeceiveDelay-Demystified2025.pdf


Are you influenced by 
propaganda and 
disinformation? 
Let’s see! 

1. Have you heard that carrots will help you see 
better in the dark?

1. What percent of people, globally, want more 
climate action from their leaders? 

1. What percent of Canadians support expanding 
wind and solar? 

1. What percent of people would give 1% of their 
monthly income to fight climate change? 



What are propaganda, mis- and disinformation? 
According to me, a simple practitioner: 

https://www.bbc.com/reel/video/p0gkvcr9/this-famous-carrot-myth-is-actually-ww2-propaganda


What are propaganda, mis- and disinformation? 
According to me, a simple practitioner: 

Propaganda 

= Any repeated 
political message

Misinformation

= Wrong

Disinformation

= Wrong, On 
Purpose, For Money

Climate 
Disinformation
= Wrong About 
Climate Change, 
On Purpose,
For Money



Wrong, On Purpose, To Obstruct Climate Action
 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-01714-4
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/global-sustainability/article/discourses-of-climate-delay/7B11B722E3E3454BB6212378E32985A7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44204-023-00062-6


Climate Action Against Disinformation coalition’s definition

https://caad.info/what-is-misinformation-disinformation/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-disinformation_en


Fact: climate policy is popular 

https://therevelator.org/talk-about-climate-change/
https://89percent.org/
https://reclimate.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Re.Climate-Public-Opinion-Summary-2025-Report.pdf


https://www.cnn.com/style/article/potemkin-village-gregor-sailer
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/potemkin-village-gregor-sailer


https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2024/7/pdf/240709-Climate-Security-Impact.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2024/7/pdf/240709-Climate-Security-Impact.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fema-crews-relocate-reported-threats-armed-militia-hurricane-helene-relief/
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2024/7/pdf/240709-Climate-Security-Impact.pdf


https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/12/climategate-wikileaks-russia-trump-hacking/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2017/12/climategate-timeline-wikileaks-hacking-russia-trump/
https://www.politico.com/story/2009/12/climategate-distracts-at-copenhagen-030406


Polluters and Petrostates invest in 
politics and propaganda to 

prevent regulations on pollution 
and harmful products, using 

disinformation to obstruct climate 
action



Wrong, on purpose, for LOTS of money

Climate Disinformation
Where does it come from? 

https://www.greenlatinos.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/a42c65_a32748249a44460eaac539ed942e5d40.pdf


Disinformation
Where Who 
does it come from? 

Disinformation 
Subsidy:
Monied interest create 
and spread disinfo as 
fertilizer to grow 
“grassroots” (online) 
groups into political 
opposition- but it’s not 
organic grassroots, its 
industrial astroturf.

https://www.climatedevlab.brown.edu/post/beyond-dark-money-information-subsidies-and-complex-networks-of-opposition-to-offshore-wind-on-the
https://www.climatedevlab.brown.edu/post/beyond-dark-money-information-subsidies-and-complex-networks-of-opposition-to-offshore-wind-on-the
https://caad.info/climate-obstruction/#explore
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cars.12467
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1290725/?ref_=mv_close


Polluters make campaign contributions to politicians who then block climate action

https://www.desmog.com/2025/03/25/poilievre-mapped-his-inner-circle-of-lobbyists-and-right-wing-activists/
https://www.desmog.com/2022/03/17/conservative-party-facebook-canada-proud-climate-misinformation/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/time-for-the-climate-insanity-to-stop


https://www.etc.se/klimat-miljo/kremls-nya-propaganda-slaar-mot-klimatpolitiken
https://defence24.com/geopolitics/russia-is-responsible-for-most-climate-disinformation-on-the-polish-internet
https://caad.info/analysis/briefings/tenet-media-climate-disinformation-caad-briefing-note/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2025/08/21/investigations/meta-epoch-times-advertising-investigation


Disinformation subsidies masking propaganda as podcasts
Fracking and/or dark 
money built up: 

1. Jordan Peterson
2. Ben Shapiro 
3. Michael Knowles 
4. Matt Walsh 
5. Dennis Prager  
6. Charlie Kirk 
7. Candace Owens
8. Tom Fitton
9. Dan Bongino

10. Dinesh D’Souza
11. Steven Crowder

Murdoch media built: 

1. Tucker Carlson
2. Piers Morgan
3. Megyn Kelly
4. Glenn Beck

$10 million in Russian 
funding built up: 

1. Tim Pool
2. Benny Johnson
3. Dave Rubin

https://www.vice.com/en/article/y3p33j/fracking-farris-dan-wilks-prageru-climate-crisis-denial-shapiro
https://www.desmog.com/jordan-peterson/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/fracking-farris-dan-wilks-prageru-climate-crisis-denial-shapiro/
https://www.desmog.com/2024/09/09/inside-the-anti-climate-culture-war-led-by-jordan-peterson-and-project-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/sep/05/texas-fracking-billionaire-brothers-prageru-daily-wire
https://www.desmog.com/dennis-prager/
https://www.desmog.com/charlie-kirk/
https://www.desmog.com/2019/03/12/turning-point-meet-trump-allied-climate-science-denying-fossil-fuel-funded-ultra-conservative-us-student-group-coming/
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Judicial_Watch#Funding
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/01/03/dan-bongino-and-the-big-business-of-returning-trump-to-power
https://www.independent.org/person/dinesh-j-dsouza/
https://www.desmog.com/independent-institute/
https://jacobin.com/2023/01/steven-crowder-billionaire-funds-media-anti-worker-employment-contracts
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/CAAD-Briefing-Note_-Tenet-Media-Climate-Disinformation.pdf
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/CAAD-Briefing-Note_-Tenet-Media-Climate-Disinformation.pdf
https://caad.info/analysis/newsletters/cop-look-listen-issue-10-21-nov-25/


Social Media is not real
- but it shapes reality

https://foe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/2024-Final-REPORT%E2%80%93Wildfire-Misinformation-01d-2.pdf
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2022/11/15/2136260/-ESG-Has-Merged-Climate-Disinfo-and-General-Rightwing-Networks


Social Media is a “funhouse mirror factory”

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352250X24001313
https://counterhate.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/211101-Toxic-Ten-Report-FINAL-V2.5.pdf
https://library.tiktok.com/ads/detail/?ad_id=1846606848448625
https://library.tiktok.com/ads/detail/?ad_id=1846693792104658
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/DenyDeceiveDelay-Demystified2025.pdf


Social Media is not real- but it shapes how users
interpret reality

The “false social reality” warps how we 
think of those around us. 

Disinfo normalizes a false perception, 
inflating the popularity of a desired 
position. 

It’s used to make popular (climate) 
policy feel unpopular, and make 
unpopular rhetoric (denial) seem 
common and popular. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-32412-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-32412-y


Disinformation and Propaganda shape how we
think about others

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-024-01925-3
https://grist.org/politics/us-government-revive-climate-change-debate/
https://grist.org/politics/us-government-revive-climate-change-debate/


Disinformation and Propaganda shape how we
think about others

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/01461672251338358
https://counterhate.com/blog/social-media-companies-threaten-public-safety-by-enabling-and-profiting-from-false-claims-during-catastrophic-weather-events/
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/A-2900-Increase-in-Greenwash_-Big-Oil-Targeted-Brazil-With-Google-Ads-To-Undermine-COP30.pdf


It’s not persuasion, it’s peer pressure! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR_4h5A5z_A


The opponents of climate action use 
disinfo to inflate their perceived 

popularity to sabotage efforts to pass 
policies protecting the public from 

their profit-generating pollution. 



Inoculation: now in metaphor form!
What can we actually do about climate disinformation? 

Create consequences
Rapid response to generate outrage as a means to build political power to stop 
them. 

Discredit disinfluencers
Opposition research to marginalize, ostracise, and discredit professional liars. 

Ostracize industry enablers
Divestment: Don’t do business with Public Relations firms, financial institutions, 
technology providers and others whose business is disinformation.



A warning on fact-checking Fact checks, FAQs, explainers, and everything 
else, only work for people who want to be 
correct! 

Typhoid Mary was a cook who made at least 7 
families sick and likely caused the 3,000 cases of 
Salmonella in NYC in 1907.  

She tested positive in 120 of 163 tests over 2 years 
and was then released on the condition that she 
wash her hands after pooping and stop cooking 
for people. 

But instead she got another job as a cook, and 
killed 2 more people. She had to be permanently 
quarantined to stop spreading disease. 

NOT EVERYONE WANTS TO BE HEALTHY (correct). 
SOME PEOPLE JUST WANT TO COOK (lie). 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3959940/


Debunkings are not enough because it’s not just words. 
It’s actions. Power. Lawsuits, harassment, and worse. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M90vJoO0r8k
https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/more-than-2100-land-and-environmental-defenders-killed-globally-between-2012-and-2023/


https://www.msnbc.com/top-stories/latest/european-union-social-media-trump-digital-services-act-rcna227597
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2025/globalfact12-brazil-social-media-regulation-de-moraes-messias/
https://www.wired.com/story/big-tech-companies-in-the-us-have-been-told-not-to-apply-the-digital-services-act/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmZJa6PFZxM


What can 
policymakers do 
about climate 
disinfo? 

The same thing 
they do with 
every other bad 
product: use 
regulations to 
protect the 
public.  

(commercial speech can 
be regulated!) 

https://caad.info/what-is-misinformation-disinformation/#policy-asks


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/sep/13/the-hague-becomes-worlds-first-city-to-ban-fossil-fuel-related-ads
https://www.desmog.com/2025/03/21/strong-support-among-europeans-for-banning-fossil-fuel-ads-study-finds/
https://caad.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Fossil-Fuel-Ad-Bans-protecting-the-public-from-corporate-climate-disinformation.pdf
https://nltimes.nl/2025/05/29/nijmegen-next-dutch-municipality-green-light-ban-fossil-fuel-advertisements


https://competition-bureau.canada.ca/en/how-we-foster-competition/education-and-outreach/environmental-claims-and-greenwashing
https://competition-bureau.canada.ca/en/how-we-foster-competition/education-and-outreach/publications/environmental-claims-and-competition-act
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2025/11/04/news/carney-greenwashing-law-misinformation-disinformation-extreme-weather


Inoculation: now in metaphor form!

https://foe.org/news/dsa-statement/
https://www.unesco.org/en/information-integrity-climate-change


https://www.unesco.org/en/information-integrity-climate-change/cop30declaration


https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-025-02536-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-025-02536-2/figures/1


Inoculation: now in metaphor form!Propaganda and disinformation are 
used to sever and supplant the 

connection between public opinion, and 
political action. 

We must stop them, and rebuild it. 



https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2022/9/2/2120371/-If-Climate-Lawsuits-Are-A-Distraction-Why-Does-The-Industry-Have-So-Many-People-Writing-About-Them

