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Opening



It is about getting 
back to all my 
relations. 

Land and waters. 
Our collective 
responsibilities to love 
and care for her.   



We are in a polycrisis…
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In 2025: 7 out of 9 Planetary 
Boundaries crossed



How we are using land leads to the loss of spaces for thriving of all our relations
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What is being called for is transformation and it is clear that reimagining our relationship with 
nature is at core of the need 
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So what has Canada committed to?

Colonialism is threatening our survival
There is a global commitment to biodiversity 
and climate change



We have the solution… 



Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) 
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● So far we have protected about 16% of Canada’s land 
mass 

● There are over 150 IPCAs declared across Canada..
yet only three are recognized by a public government 

● How do we get to 30% without burdening the tax 
base? 

● How do we collectively fulfill our end of the 
responsibility in Canada?



Native-land.ca

Barriers to Indigenous Led NbS
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Canada is Indigenous land
Indigenous People are the best caretakers and managers



Barriers to Indigenous-led NbS
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Craig, 2026

RAD Network evolved to help solve these barriers 
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Nature Based Solutions: Create markets for 
nature protection   

● Actions that protect, sustainably manage and restore 
ecosystems 

● Working with nature rather than against it.  
● Indigenous Peoples leading, guiding and benefitting from 

stewardship
● We need to create an environment where we are all 

pushing and pulling in the same direction   



Indigenous Circle of Experts
We Rise Together 

3030,UNDRIP
Canada commits to 
30x30 targets; UNDRIP 
ratified and came into 
force

Conservation Through 
Reconciliation Partnership  

RAD Network forms

2018

2022

How do we 
push and pull 
in the same 
direction 
together? 

2019

“Out of the Seventh Stream of the 
CRP:  
Restore, Assert, Defend Network 
The vision emerges 

2021
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Envisioning the Indigenous-led Conservation Economy  
April 2023, Wolastoqiyik at St. Mary’s First Nation, Sitansisk

Wolastoqiyik 
Knowledge Carrier 

Terry Young 
weaving an ash 
basket at RAD 

Vision Gathering. 
Image Credit: Mag 

Hood.











1.

2.

3.

Action Research: Grassroots to Systems Change

Relationships & Collaboration
Growing relationships in a good way through Spirit and Ceremony, Elder engagement, 

Reciprocity Dialogues, Ethical Space in partnerships and funding relations, grounding in 

wise practices, weaving relations and removing silos.

Learning & Knowledge Sharing
Regular webinars and learning events, decolonized action research rooted in community 

priorities & values, accelerator circles, matchmaking, spaces for convening, healing 

circles, podcasts and other storytelling, tools and templates.

Network Priorities



Advancing community projects, priorities and needs 
E.g., research framework rooted in ethical space and community priorities, curriculum, convening, Learning Circles, “National” 

Accelerator for INCS, mentoring, cultural exchange, place-based and ecosystem specific work

Work Baskets & Activities
Community priorities & capacity 

Ethical Space in marketplace

Removing policy barriers, pathways to acknowledging Indigenous jurisdiction, and right to manage carbon and nature 
based assets
E.g., Research for policy prioritization, pathway development, legal analysis, tools & protocol development

Rights, policy & governance

Advancing Ethical Space in carbon markets & nature finance
E.g.,  mapping the nature finance ecosystem, market  engagement, guidelines for upholding jurisdiction, reports, agreement templates,  

supporting place-based projects with technical/market advice and connections



RAD Launch Vision Gathering in Wolastoq territory; virtual Full Moon 
Gatherings; Governance gathering at Six Nations

Funding & 
Governance

RAD secured 5 years of ECCC funding for 
the hub; continued weaving and 
strengthening RAD foundation 

RAD Network Hub Launch

Timeline 

2023

2024

2025





● We have always gathered. Networks are about 
bringing people together and connecting across.  

● We need to have a space for the conversations that 
need to be had.  This creates movement.

We are Stronger Together 
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Hubs and Networks 
Working Together 

Separate Boats Travelling in the Same River  

Indigenous Accelerators: Learning and 
Community Field Builders

Ecosystem Hubs 
and Research 
Projects
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RAD Story Lodge Podcast 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2168271

To connect or share a story:
https://radnetwork.ca/connect-with-us/

Storytelling, 
Case Studies  
and Resources

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2168271


Mapping and 
Convening to 
Understand the 
Network 
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Providing tools and spaces 
to convene, ‘match make’, 
share and collaborate… 





Wise Practices and Ethical Space 

What do we mean by Wise Practices? 

Why do we need Ethical Space?



Lessons from the Basket 

● Relationships are infrastructure  
● Natural Law
● Walking with Vision
● Creating ethical space is how we 

work together in a good way
● Networks are powerful ways to 

achieve change 
● Deep listening, respect for the 

mystery in “not-knowing” long 
enough for something new to be 
revealed.  





Help us Grow the Network

Restore, Assert and 
Defend (RAD) Network

@radnetwork_ RAD Network

RADpartnership@gmail.com

@radnetwork conservationeconomy

website:mailing list podcast:

Join the Network Circle! Come to a Full Moon!
Sign up for our mailing list, visit radnetwork.ca and follow us on socials!



Thank you,

anushiik, ekosani, miigwetch, masih, niá:wen, 
nitsiniiyi’taki, woliwon, wela’lin, hai hai, ƛ̓eeko, marsi, 

ᖁᔭᓇᐃᓐᓂ , giaxsixa, merci.

LEARN MORE: radnetwork.ca   ||  CONTACT US: info@radnetwork.ca
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