[image: ]
	
	
	



Riparian Grant Program Application Questions
2025 – 2027 Mid-Biennium Funding Opportunity
This document is provided to help conservation districts prepare ahead of the official Riparian Grant Program (RGP) Mid-Biennium Funding Opportunity application opening on May 8, 2026. For program updates, visit the RGP webpage and subscribe to the RGP newsletter.
Use this list of questions to develop project lists, prepare narratives, and gather required supporting materials before the application opens. The official application must be submitted through Formstack. Responses entered into this document will not be submitted to SCC. 
Please refer to the Request for Applications (RFA) and RGP Guidelines for definitions of terms, funding guidance, scoring criteria, and additional requirements. Applicants should review and prepare all required materials before submitting.
One application may include funding requests for one or more eligible tracks:
· Track 1: Project Implementation (District Implemented Projects (DIP), cost share, and associated TA / project administration)
· Track 2: Project Maintenance (including associated TA / project administration)
· Track 3: Project Development (technical assistance, planning, design, monitoring)
Please note: The following questions will be included in the RGP Mid-Biennium Funding Application. “General Information” questions apply to all applications.
Complete the track questions applicable to your request and complete the questions in the “Shared Questions for All Tracks” section for each project and/or area for each track. Be sure to note which questions below should be answered for EACH project, maintenance area, and/or TA target area.

Required:	
· Completed application form (Formstack submission)
· SCC Budget Template (Excel workbook)
· Metrics spreadsheet templates (Excel workbooks: DIP and/or Maintenance, as applicable)
· Climate Commitment Act (CCA) Tribal notification documentation

Required if applicable:
· Engineering plans (required for engineering practices; conceptual accepted where appropriate)
· Maps for in-stream work associated with riparian restoration
· WDFW letter demonstrating salmonid recovery benefit (for projects outside a salmon recovery region)
· CPDS entries for cost-share projects and/or DIPs (if not using the DIP Metrics Template)

Optional:
· Maps, photos or site assessment visuals
· Relevant planning documents
· Partner letters of support

General Information
1. First and Last Name: 
2. Email: 
3. Conservation District: 
4. Total funding request (sum of all tracks, limit $250,000):
5. Application Summary:
Provide a 3–6 sentence summary of the proposed application.
6. Select eligible project type(s) for which funding is requested.
☐ Track 1: District Implemented Projects (DIP)
☐ Track 1: Landowner Implemented Cost Share
☐ Track 2: Maintenance
☐ Track 3: Project Development: Technical Assistance / Planning / Design

7.  Total funding requested for Track 1:

8.  Total funding requested for Track 2: 

9.  Total funding requested for Track 3: 


Track 1 – Project Implementation
10. Total funding requested for Track 1 TA Project Administration (Combined for DIP and cost-share projects, see SCC Budget Template):

11. Total funding requested for DIP projects:

12. If using the DIP Metrics Template instead of CPDS, prepare the template to be uploaded with the application (required). 
☐ Completed (Upload in the Formstack application)

13. Total funding requested for cost share projects:

14. List required equipment including a description of the direct project need and intended use, and the approximate cost for each (if applicable).

15. List any specific training that is directly required to complete the project and the approximate cost (if applicable).


Complete questions 16-23 for EACH Track 1 project site.

16. Name of the project site (match to metrics spreadsheet template and budget template): 

17. Identify the CPDS Participant ID (if applicable). All cost-share projects must be entered in CPDS at the time of application. 

18. For cost-share projects, will the cost-share participant(s) receive more than $100,000 annually in cost-share reimbursement?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

If yes, a cost-share exception may be requested by the district. Follow the instructions on page 57 of the Grants and Contract Manual.

19. Riparian functions / resource concerns affected. Select all that apply.
☐ Shade / thermal regulation
☐ Bank stability / erosion control
☐ Large woody debris recruitment
☐ Floodplain connectivity / hyporheic exchange
☐ Runoff pollution / nutrient filtration
☐ Hydrologic regime
☐ Native vegetation composition / structure
☐ Invasive species presence
☐ Channel migration constraints
☐ Other: ___________________

20. Describe the riparian functional impairment(s) at this site within the RMZ. Include the method of site assessment, conditions observed and any assessment data related to the impairments. Examples include, buffer width observed, vegetation composition, canopy cover, erosion indicators, upland pollution contributions, bank condition.

21. List the proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) and how they directly address observed impairments.

22. Does the project include a buffer width exception?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a. If yes, describe the site conditions requiring a buffer width exception.

23. Describe project readiness to proceed, including landowner acknowledgement/engagement of plan, permitting status (if needed), status of any required engineering designs, materials acquisition, etc.


Track 2 - Maintenance
24. Total funding requested for Track 2 TA Project Administration:

25. Total funding requested for maintenance activities: 

26. Prepare the Maintenance Metrics Template identifying all sites in each maintenance area.
☐ Completed (Upload in the Formstack application)
27. List required equipment including a description of the direct project need and intended use, and the approximate cost for each (if applicable).

28. List any specific training that is directly required to complete the project and the approximate cost (if applicable).

Complete questions 29-37 for EACH Track 2 maintenance area.
Each maintenance area is a defined geographic area that may include one or more maintenance sites. Maintenance areas must not exceed a HUC10 watershed. Applicants should group sites by watershed and provide a clear name for the maintenance area, location description, and associated sites (listed in the Maintenance Metrics Template).

29. Name of the maintenance area (match the name to the budget template):

30. Location of the project area (HUC10):

31. Describe in concise detail the proposed eligible activities. Narrative should align with the information provided in the budget template and the maintenance metrics template.

32. Riparian functions / resource concerns affected. Select all that apply.
☐ Shade / thermal regulation
☐ Bank stability / erosion control
☐ Large woody debris recruitment
☐ Floodplain connectivity / hyporheic exchange
☐ Runoff pollution / nutrient filtration
☐ Hydrologic regime
☐ Native vegetation composition / structure
☐ Invasive species presence
☐ Channel migration constraints
☐ Other: ___________________

33. Describe the riparian functional impairment(s) documented at maintenance sites. Include the method of site assessment, conditions observed and any assessment data related to the impairments. Examples include, invasive weeds, vegetation composition, canopy cover, erosion indicators, bank condition.

34. List the proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) that will be targeted for planning efforts, and how these BMPs will address the proposed impairments.

35. How many properties will maintenance be conducted on in this project area?

36. How many total acres are proposed for maintenance in this project area?

37. List funding sources that were used for initial implementation of the maintained project sites. Select all that apply. 
☐ SCC Program
☐ Ecology Nonpoint Source
☐ Floodplains by Design
☐ RCO SRFB / ASR
☐ NRCS
☐ Other Federal
☐ Other State
☐ Other: ___________________
Track 3 – Project Development
38. Total funding requested for Track 3: Project Development:

39. List any specific training that is directly required to complete the project and the approximate cost (if applicable).

Complete questions 40-46 for EACH Track 3 TA target area.
Each TA target area is a defined geographic area where project development activities like planning, design, and technical assistance will occur. Target areas must not exceed a HUC10 watershed. Applicants should describe proposed activities for the area.

40. Name of the target area (match the name to the budget template): 

41. Location of the project area (HUC10):

42. Describe in concise detail the proposed eligible activities. Narrative should align with the TA Tasks listed in the budget template.

43. Riparian functions / resource concerns affected. Select all that apply.
☐ Shade / thermal regulation
☐ Bank stability / erosion control
☐ Large woody debris recruitment
☐ Floodplain connectivity / hyporheic exchange
☐ Runoff pollution / nutrient filtration
☐ Hydrologic regime
☐ Native vegetation composition / structure
☐ Invasive species presence
☐ Channel migration constraints
☐ Other: ___________________

44. Describe the riparian functional impairment(s) within the proposed target area. Include how these issues have been identified and/or observed.

45. List the proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) that will be targeted for project development efforts, and how these BMPs will address the proposed impairments.

46. Approximately how many landowners will be engaged in planning efforts?


Shared Questions for All Tracks
Complete questions 47-59 individually for EACH project site, maintenance area, and/or project development target area.

Salmon Recovery 

47. Select which Salmon Recovery Region activities will be conducted in:
· Hood Canal  
· Lower Columbia River  
· Middle Columbia River  
· Northeast Washington  
· Puget Sound  
· Snake River  
· Upper Columbia River  
· Washington Coast  
· N/A - not in a salmon recovery region

48. If the project is not within a salmon recovery region, describe how this project will benefit salmon recovery efforts. Provide a letter of WDFW support for the project describing the direct benefits of the project to salmonids.

49. Priority salmonid species present, if applicable. Include time of year present and data source.

Prioritized Projects
Consider how your proposed project is prioritized in the following ways:
· Watershed plan (RCW 90.82)  
· Regional salmon recovery plans (RCW 77.85.090)  
· The Puget Sound Action Agenda (RCW 90.71.260)  
· The habitat project lists developed (RCW 77.85.050)  
· Prioritization Process (RCW 77.95.160) (Fish Barrier Removal Board)
· Priority projects identified for salmon recovery through agency grant programs such as Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) or Ecology grant programs
· Other local salmon habitat or riparian restoration strategies: Projects that are locally prioritized through coordination with other organizations

50. For each prioritization plan or strategy identified above, as applicable to your project or project area: (also see RGP Scoring Criteria Guidance for details)
a. List the title of the plans or strategies that prioritize this project/area. 
b. Describe how the project site is geographically referenced in the planning document(s). Indicate if project location is identified at a HUC12 sub-watershed scale or smaller (such as stream named in plan). 
c. Indicate if your proposed BMPs specifically address the priority restoration recommendations or resource concerns for the site in the plan/strategy. Cite language and describe.

Water Quality
Consider how your proposed project is prioritized in the following water quality plans:
· Washington State Department of Ecology's 303(d) list
· Washington State Department of Ecology's Straight to Implementation (STI) plans  
· Washington State Department of Ecology TMDL Plans

51. Describe any observed sources of water quality pollution at the site, based on on-the-ground observations and/or other documentation, such as nutrients or sediment. Describe significance of the issue.

52. Is the area listed on Department of Ecology’s 303(d) list for temperature or dissolved oxygen?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a. If yes, what is the nature of the impairment? Sediment, temperature, toxics, etc. Provide the parameter listing and ID. 

53. Does the project area have a Department of Ecology Straight to Implementation (STI) plan?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a.  If yes, cite the plan title, year, and relevant section, and identify the planned activities.

54. Is the project responsive to a Department of Ecology Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) plan?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a. If yes, how does the proposed work intersect with the TMDL plan and what is the year and title? Cite the plan title, year, and relevant section.

Targeted Projects
55. Is the project adjacent to or within the same HUC12 as another riparian project completed or funded within the last 5 years?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a. If yes, provide the HUC12 code for your proposed project and the following information about the adjacent project: name, project sponsor, HUC12 code, year completed/ongoing. 

Overburdened Communities & Vulnerable Populations
The WA State Conservation Commission Community Engagement Plan describes methods and considerations for identifying overburdened/underserved communities and vulnerable populations. Also, see the Request for Applications for definitions of the following terms.

56. Will the project provide direct and meaningful benefits to overburdened communities, underserved communities, or vulnerable populations?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

a. If yes, check all boxes below that describe the direct and meaningful benefits (as characterized in the CCA).
· The direct reduction of environmental burdens in overburdened communities.  
· The reduction of disproportionate, cumulative risk from environmental burdens, including those associated with climate change.  
· The support of community led project development, planning, and participation costs.  
· Meeting a community need identified by the community that is consistent with the intent of the CCA or HEAL Act.  
b. Explain how the project will provide the benefits you selected above.
c. Identify the community/population the project will benefit and describe the process(es) and/or method(s) (including data sources, mapping tools, and/or community consultation) by which this was identified.

Tribal Support
57. Has a Tribe provided match funding or in-kind contributions for project implementation, planning or monitoring?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

58. Is the proposed work formally supported by a Tribe through an MOU, ILA, or Tribal resolution?
☐ Yes  ☐ No

59. List Tribe(s) and describe support, if applicable:




Official applications must be submitted through Formstack 
when the funding opportunity opens on May 8, 2026.
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