August 6 Food Policy Forum: Input Gathering Activity to
Inform WSDAs Ag Viability Report Phase 2 Work

Regulatory recalibration Pro-active policymaking

Focus opportunit .
PP areas¥ Research, technology, & Farmer success & retention

science

Reflection questions for each topic:

1. Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale farm
viability, whether that came from funding, technical assistance, a
partnership, a program, or a policy change?

2. What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are

important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to
understand about “what works"?



Today’s Focus: Small to mid-scale ag

Sample characteristics that differentiate this sector:

Highly Diversified - across sector and within individual
operations in terms of production and marketing

Focused on “more direct” marketing in local and
regional markets with differentiated products

Complex production and sales operations, €,.g. row crops
and livestock, manufacture value added products,
agritourism




Farmer Retention
and Success

Supportive technical
assistance, funding,
farmland access, lowering
barriers to entry.

Regulatory
Recalibration

Research, programs, and
incentives to support
farmers and mitigate
compliance burden.

Proactive Policy-
Making

E.g., Food systems
strategy, State Farm Bill,
funding for climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

Research,
Technology and
Science

Support systems for
agricultural industry.




Topic 1: Requlatory
Recalibration




QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Regulatory Recalibration, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?

a

-

Technical
Assistance
provided by USDA

\

4

-

It is much easier to ID what
didn’t work :/
Challenges often occur at the
county level - health district
or DCD. Commerce or
WSDA could assist with TA in
addition to WSDA or CDs

4

a

-

FSMA training

\

@« N A Pierce County N @« )
regulatory support
On-farm poultry (Degan) - igvesgﬁg in Cottage Food
processing permits dedicated support permit
Ditto person to assist
L J farmers w/ permitting 4 L 4
»~Agriculture Exempt
@ N on farm ponds - ) wells, allowed for
TA and Cost-share regulations make it diversified crop
Provided by almost impossible options, keeping
Conservation to obtain permit to the land in
Districts develop on farm production and not
k / \ pOﬂdS / \ houses /

4

WSU Extension helps
growers understand
existing regulatory
requirements. Food
Safety is a good
example, WSDA helped
too.

Iterative grant requirements and
application processes to make
it easier and more beneficial for
small farmers. For example
Compost Reimbursement Grant
changes between the two years

@« Reimbursable grants N
are inaccessible to
many small farms due
to lack of capital -
bridge loans would
help

A 4

Partnership between
programs that serve
the same clients-
reduce time burden +
improve outcomes

Many state agencies tell you
what you must do, but don’t
explain their terminology.
Navigation of regs is critical ,
but services like OIRA are
under-resourced and
relatively unknown.

/~ Providing overhead / ™\
administrative support
for multiple small
producers (co-op
model without req for

it to be run by the
members)

4

/" WADOHFood )
Safety Advisory
Council input into
the review of the
WA State Retail

Food Code

- 4

Farm infrastructure
taxed at “hihgest
and best use”
commercial rates
(property tax)

a

-

Allowing meat
sales at farmers
markets

\

4

a

-

Conservation District
technical assistance and
farms plans help new farmers
familiarize themselves with
region opportunities and
combat environmental

issues

\

4

a

Organic
Certification Cost
Share programs

\

4

/~ NGO/State governments \
supporting County

governments/ag advisory

committees in developing
code change - ex.

Slaughter houses, solar

development, right to
farm ordinance

@« Educating County D
Health
Departments about
safe ways to sell
leafy greens at
\__ farmers markets

@ D
LFPA grant funding
Ditto!!!

A\ 4
WSU/PSA
workshops on
FSMA / produce
safety
A 4




QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Regulatory Recalibration, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




Topic 2: Pro-Active
Policymaking



QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Pro-Active Policymaking, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?

@« 2
Local Food System
Infrastructure Grant

- 4

@« D

Precision
AG/carbon
reduction grants.

- 4
@« 2
WSDA F2FP
program
- 4
WSDA Farm to
School Program

/ Incentives that \

/" Having support

a

\

’ State and local
encourage public networks in place to ; ;
procurement from WA answer proc‘;)essing mvestments In ag
et (et 2t o 2 conservation easements
flexibllity to questions (.e. The thru WWRP, FPLA,
accommodate different Green Book and Conserv;:iEcIJEnTFutures,
scales of WSDA Regional
\ procurement/production / \ Markets Program) / \ /
a D 4 D ( )
Regional-scale Farm to Food Compost
ag-related infrastructure i . P
(including processing, Pantry, / Commodity reimbursement
storage, aggregation, Donation Programs grant (RIP)
and distribution) at WSDA
< Y | J N 4
@« N £ N A Y
Federal Local Food Values based
for Schools and purchasing by food — Urba_n Ag
LFPA banks programming
A\ U o 4
Original fuel credit Leg. response to NRCS and
application process Food Policy Forum Conservation
- especially for Rec’s related to District funding and
small acreage COVID-19 technical
farms emergency assistance
A VL 4 4

[ Fundlng robust N

agricultural
extension
resources for
sustainable
agriculture at the

@ N

Sale tax exemption
for equipment
purchases at a
farm auction.

A 4

Fuel tax
“reimbursement”
from DOL and the
ease of application
(oops duplicate!)

A
@« N

Strong relationship
between local
farms and local
food banks

A 4

a

.

Exempt High
tunnels for land use
and property tax
purposes

\

4

a

Funding for water
efficient technology
infrastructure and
implementation

\

A 4
@ DY
On-farm ponds -
making permits
easier
A\ 4
SCC’s Sustainable

Farms and Fields
Programs other others
provide integral support

and technical assistance
and funding.

4




QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Pro-Active Policymaking, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




Topic 3: Research,
Technology, and Science



QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Research, Technology, and Science, whether that came from
funding, technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




Topic 4: Farmer
Success & Retention



QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Farmer Success & Retention, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?




QUESTION 1: Where have you seen something actually work for small and mid-scale
farm viability re: Farmer Success & Retention, whether that came from funding,
technical assistance, a partnership, a program, or a policy change?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




QUESTION 2: What factors related to the small and mid-scale farming sector are
important for WSDA, policymakers, or implementing practitioners to understand
about “what works"?




