
In Loving Memory Of 

Sharon Walters- Ritz
July 29, 1956 - January 21, 2026

    Sharon Walters-Ritz, age 69, passed away on January 21, 2026, 
surrounded by her loved ones.
   Sharon was born and raised in Dearborn, Michigan. In 1978, she moved 
to Wyoming, where she built a life, raised her family, and became a 
cherished member of her community.
   She attended cosmetology school at Ferris State University in Big 
Rapids, Michigan. After settling in Wyoming, Sharon worked for many 
years as a bookkeeper at NAPA Auto Parts. An entrepreneur at heart, she 
later opened her own second hand baby clothing store, Baby’s Trading 
Post. Her passion for health and wellness led her to become a certified 
personal trainer, a role that reflected her commitment to fitness and 
helping others live healthier lives.
   Sharon had a deep love for sewing, crafting, and creativity. She spent 
many years attending craft fairs across Wyoming, South Dakota, and 
Michigan, where she became fondly known as “the Moose Lady.” She also 
loved fishing and spending time outdoors. One of her most treasured 
memories was a backpacking trip in the Bighorn Mountains with her three 
children to celebrate her 60th birthday.
   Sharon is survived by her loving spouse, Ken Ritz; her brother, Mark 
(Diane) Walters; her children, John (Kayla) Boam, Travis (Angie) Boam, 
and Alisha (David) Oneyear; and her beloved grandchildren, Brenna, 
Macklynn, Easton, Blakely, Bridger, and Kashton.
   Sharon will be remembered for her creativity, strength, love of family, 
and the joy she brought to those around her.
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In Loving Memory Of 

Joan Eliason

Married ~ March 26, 1960

     It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of Joan Eliason, who  
died peacefully on December 15, 2025, at the age of 84, in Sheridan Wyoming.
     Joan was born on November 24, 1941 in Redfield, South Dakota. She met the love  
of her life, Leon, while attending high school in Rapid City South Dakota. They  
were married in 1960. Joan was a dedicated wife and mother. Together they built the  
most loving family.
     Her Catholic faith was her lifelong passion. She was received into the Secular  
Order of Carmelites, choosing the name Joan Mary Teresa of the Precious Blood.
     Joan was known for her adventurous spirit, determination and resilience. She  
found great joy in the catholic church. She and Leon, were most proud of the  
contributions they made in the design and building of a Carmelite Monastery in  
Denmark Wisconsin.
     Joan found immense joy in her life in Sheridan, Wyoming. There she and Leon,  
fulfilled their dream of living in the west, raising horses and spending their  
retirement years with family.
     Joan is survived by her loving spouse of 65 years, Leon; their children, Steven  
(Kim) Eliason, Susan (Dan) Burgess, Sr. Mary Elizabeth, Kari Eliason, Mary (Chris)  
Sorenson , Peter (Collette) Eliason. Fifteen grandchildren and six great, great  
grandchildren, and one sister Jean Sumption.
     Joan was preceded in death by her parents Orren and Zona Olson and one  
grandchild, Eric Eliason.
     Joan’s memory will be forever cherished by all who knew her. She leaves behind a  
legacy of her faith, family, and a joyful spirit. November 24, 1941 - December 15, 2025

God saw that she was getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So He put His arms around her
And whispered, “Come with me.”

With tearful eyes we watched,
Suffered, and saw her fade away.

Although we loved her dearly
We could not make her stay.

A golden heart stopped beating,
Hard working hands to rest.

God broke our hearts to prove to us
He only takes the best.

God Saw
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